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If you have a news item or an
idea for a feature story or an
[faction picture with @ Farming-

ton-aree  connection, send a
note to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington

NADME that street.

An eighth-of-a-mile stretch of
11 Mile, east of Drake, has been
renamed Pleasant Valley,
following city counctl actlon
last week.

_-"The residents believe that
the designation of 11 Mile Road
causes motorists who are .
unfamiliar with theareato = |
think that the road gaes-through
40 another mile road, which Is
aot the case. It Is argued that
1hje motorists become Jost,
resulting In unnccessary travel
and turn-arounds on this section
of 11 Mile," City Manager
William Costlck wrote in his
veport to the cily council.

- COMING aboard.

Lynn Sanders of Farmington
Nills has joined the Unlted
Foundatlon staff as an
associate campaign director-
northeast unit, «

. She'll soliclt money for ihe”
Torch Drlve from small
bustnesses and Individuals in
Macomb County and Detroit.

The Torch Drive annually o
ralses operating dollars for 140
charltable groups in the tri-
caunly area.

HE’S a grand-prize
wlnner

-Farmington High School
.'.mdcnt Bill Williams won a
grand prize for his
architectural drafling of a
heme — both exterior and
interior plans — as part of the
Michigan Industrlal
Educational Awards program.

On May 20, the Farmington
Board of Education viewed
student work entered in the
program. A showease Is
planned for the central office
lobby so such works can be
viewed by the publle.

CHANGING a previous
policy, Farmington Hills Clty
Councl! has issued C.P.
Curbside Palnting Co.'of .
Berkiey a permit to paint house
numbers on curbstdes.

Such palnting is not requlred
by the city. It's at the
homeowner's discretion. The
pollcy.was changed after C.P.
jsatisfied council concerns over
[neatness and llability.

* A solleltor’s leense was
granted to C.P. provided the
[company includes in its flyers a
nolice that the city requires
homeowners to post clearly
readable addresses on their
houses.

' MOVING up.

+ The Mercy ngh School bonrd
ol trustees has appolnted Sister
Reglna Marle Doclker ns
princlpal effective July 1.

... HAPPY 25th,

Mayor Joe Alkateeb has
issued a prociamation honoring
St. Alexander Church for its
251}1 year in Farmington Hills, ;

.- MEETING date's
u:hnngc 5

-*-Because Monday, Oct. 13, is .
tic Jewlsh hotiday of Yom
Kippur, the Farmington Hills
Clty Councl} has moved its
fmeeting scheduled for then tn
J‘ncsday Oct. 14,

 FOOTN OTES: Onc year -
g0 this week — Clting health
problems, Farmington Hills

Clty Councllman Charles
Willizms said he will not seek
re-lection In the fall,

Budget OK’d in a split vote

By Joanno Mallszoweki
staff writer

Fhe only complaints volced this
week about Farmington Hills® $19.5-
million operating budget and 1-mill
tax Increase — devoted catirely to
road jmprovements — came from
the elty council.

Despite opposition frem council-

Farmington, Michigan

men Donn Woll and Terry Sever,
council members approved the 1986
87 budget supported by 9.8 mills — a
I-mill increase over the 1985.86
levy.

In adopting the-budget in a 5-2
vote Monday, counclt approved a
$2.9-million  capltal lmprovement
budget. It Includes approximately
$1.2 million In revenue for ronds —

2 incumbent
trustees pace
school voting

By Cascy Hans
stalf writor

Only 2 percent of the Farmington
school district's reglstered voters
came out Monday to re-cleet incum-
bents Janlee Rolnlek and R. Jack
Inch for their third four-year terms
on the Farmington school board.

According 1o the unofflclal vote
tally, Rolnlck was the top vote-
getter with 706 voles, followed close-
ly by Inch with 692, Newcomer Paul
Blizman brought up the rear of the
three*person race with 422 votes,

Rolnick carrled three of the four
precinets, with Inch winning by a 37-
wvete margln In distrlct one, which in-
cledes his home clty of Farmington.

Of the 52,008 residents registered
10 vote, only 1,036 voted, according
1o Scolt Bacon, administratlve as-
sistant for the school district, He
sald 1,036 veters cast ballots— 77 by
absentee.

CALLING IT a “good race,” Rol-
nick attributed her {irst place win to
“what the board has done over the
past cight years. It was definitely an
approval from parents. It was a vote
for cducation.”

Develop

Editor's note: Farmington Hills
voters will consider a half-mill
exclusively for parks and recre-
ation capital i ina

Susan
Rolnick

Inch sald he Is happy, but tircd.
“I'm very pleased,” he sald, “and
thankful for the people who helped

.me and supported me." The 2 per-

cent turnout did not surprise the In-
cumbent, “It's never what you want.
Sometlmes, you have the deslre to
rent a bus, pick peaplc up and take
them to the polls.”

Inch cnllcd the election a “quallty
program.”

I did what I wanted to"do,” Bliz-
man said about his loss. "f worked
hard on the campalgn, and I'm glad 1
did.”

dollars that will be garnered from
the 1-mill tax increase,

The 1986-87 budget represents a
143 percent increase over last
year's $17 milllon budget. But 2.7
percent of the Increase is due to new
debt [ncurred for construction of the
new police facility and the Caddell
Drain project near 10 Mile and
Grand Rlver,
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The 9.8 mills (per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation) will cost Laxpayers
— based on a $90,000 house assessed
at $45,000 — approximately $441 a
year.

“MY POSITION has always been
very clear. I wlll not support a tax
Increase without a vote of the peo-

* ple,”* Wolf sald in a prepared state-

ment to council, )

“1 see no reason to deny the peaplé
the opportunily to give us, or not
glve us, more money to spend via the
ballot box, We are only here to serve
with what the people glve us. They
will tell this council what we can
spend — not the councll telilng them

Please turn to Page 20
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more parks, Hills survey says

By Joonne Mallszowski
stoll writer

Much.

Heritage Park —

special election Tuesday, June 24.
It would be the first dedicated
millage in the cuy s J2-year histo-
. I‘uﬂnwmn is the first of two
paris previewing the election, For
a related editorial comment, see
Page 184,

the former Spicer properly — is by
no means a new lopic in Farmington
Hills,

‘The Farmington Hllls Parks and
Recreation Commission was inter-
ested In the 212-acre Spicer property
when the land was on the sclling

block to cover estate taxes in the
mid-to-late 1970s.
- “We on the commlsslon had long
for land,”
Chalrman Dennls Fllzgernld sald.
“The orlglnal master plan for parks
and recreation identifled Splccr as
something we should have.”
Aware of the Spicer family’s de-
sire to sell the .land, commisslon
asked the

Hills City Councll to make efforts to
purchase the acreage, west of Farm-
Ington Road, between 10 and 11

Mile,

Finally, Farmington Hllls was
awarded a $1.2-milllon Michigan
Land Trust Fund to help purchase
the property. The clty put up
$800,000 toward the purchase, which
was completed in April 1985,

PLACING A speclal 0.5-mill re-

‘Boom and bust’
Crises help to bring neighbors together

Neighborhoods

Tratfic on Haggerty Road can be a headache
at times, Above, a car tries to pull out onlo

. Editor's note: This is the third

in a series
Farmmnmn Hills’ homeowner as-
socfations and their impact on
the city.

8y Joanna Mallszowski
- staff writer

And the notion holds true for many

neighborhood associations.

While the majorlty of homeowner
groups In Farmington Hills are for-
mal organizations with by-laws ond
officers, many breathe life only
when the neighborhood is faced with
a th rcnl. or problcm.

Nothing brings people together
1lke a crisls.

cated, It's not like running a busi-
ness. It's like inflatlng a balloon.

) RANDY BORST/statf photographee

Haggerty from tho Farmington Ridge subdivi-
slon, north of 13 Mile.

are very compli--

They have a ‘boom and bust’ perlod,”
said Oakland University Professor
Don Warren. “They are very much
llke polltical parties, driven by the
intensity of the problem.”,

Sectlon 36 Homeowners Assocla.
tlon — one of the clty's oldest assoct-
ations — illusirates the “boom and
bust” nature of homeowner groups.

Long before Farmington Hills in.

*Acorporaled, the association (or,_-ed
to operate the section’s own water
system. Evén after Oakland County
took over the system, the Section 38
associatian remalned active as long
as there were problems to salve, said

George Roberts, a Sectlon 38 active

Ist. “We formed as a defense agalnst
the {(Farmington) township and even-
tually the city,” Roberts sald,

LIKE NEWER assoclations today,
the Sectlon 36 organization was
heavily Involved in zonlng issues and
.even cstablished a commitice
charged with keeping an eye on what
was happening wllhln and around
the ares, Roberts sald

While Sectlon 36 was In its gmwth
period, he assoclation was incredi-
by aclive in dust control, paving and
neighborhood beautification. Devel-
opment of Waldron Park - also
brought out the troops.

quest over five years for parks and
recreation development on the Tues-
day, June 24, ballot represents the
culmination of months of work and
declsions on development of the
clty's parks and recreation !ncllltles, .
Fltzgerald sald.

At the time, city officlals ngrced
to purchase the property, commis-
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