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Some driving advice
from a veteran driver

By Susan Buek
staltl writer

ETTING A better feel for
how your car handles can
help youavold accldents,

That's the advice of Bob
Bondurani, a consumer advisor to
Ford Mator Co.

Bondurant, a 14-year veteran of
professional racing., is also the
owner of the Bondurant School of
High Performance Driving In Sono-
ma, Calif., at Scars Polnt Interna-
tional Raceway, north of San Fran-
cisco. .

Recently, he presented a 15-min-
ute presentatlon on safe drlving tips
at a luncheon sponsored by the Ford
Division Detroit Distrlet Offlce, held
at the Roostertail In Detroit.

“Cars have changed a lot In their

handling and so has the way we han- -

dle them,” Bondurant sald. “The way
you can get the most out of that car
Is through feel — arms, legs, hands
- the way your hands feel on the
wheel,
“When you get tense, you choke off
50 percent of your sensitlvity. Peo-
ple dan’t always think about driving.
hiey're thinking about the day's ac-
tivities, what they' re going to do to-

And I was told by one gentleman
that what I was (eaching was more
thorough than what they were teach-
ing.

Enrollment cscalated during the
time of the Patty Hearst kidnapplng
a decade ago, subsided and Is picking
up agaln, Bondurant said.

“Most chases last three to five
minutes. In most chases, the chauf-
feur gives up or s run off the road
and crashes. I instruct people to
keep that car movh\g at all costs. As
5000 as you stop, you're a dead man.
They don't want you, they want the

stalf phnlozrnpflfér

Klemek of Southtiald and Beverly DInsmore
of Farmington.

people In the back seat,” Bondurant
sald.

He is also thinking of teachlng a
slmilar personal safety course de-
slgned just for women., “They (the
kidnapper or attacker) has the ele-
ment of surprise. You want to turn
that element of surprise back on
them.

“Most people don't know how to
turn corners very well. We teach
them to know where police statlons
are. We teach basle mancuvers that
are not taught in driver training
classes.”

She will vie for title

Christine Wicezerza of Farming-
ton has been selected as a semifinal-
Ist in the fourth annual Miss Detrolt
Raceway Beauty Pageant, sponsored
by Metro 25 Car Care Centers, to
take place at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
June 19, in Premier Center, Sterling
Heights.

Wicezerza, 22, a full-time student
at Oakland Communuy College, will
compete for the crown against ap-

night, when In front of
them slams on the brakes . . . and
Lock the tires into a sllde or spin.”

Bondurant advlses drivers to look
ahcad when they drive. “When some-
one does that, (slams on the brakes),
1ift off the gas, make a lane change
and revise the situation. It's a very
simple maneuver. The car whl re-
spcnd better, more evenly and also,
you'll get more mlleage. Try to feel
what the car is teling you.”

HE ADVISED the audience-tlo
check tlre pressure cvery 30 days,
making .sure pressure is kept be-
tween 32 to 35 pounds,

Bondurant replaced the origlnally
planned speaker, Lyn St. James, who
also Is a professlonal race car driver
and consumer adviser to Ford. St.
James was unable to attend because
she was In a car accident recently.

St, James was to offer ncw-car-
buying strategles to the 200 busl-
nesswomen who came to the meet.
ing. These Included members from
Women in Communlecations, Inc, and
the Amerlean Business Women's As-
sociation.

Bondurant spent 14 years as a pro-
fessional racer in the European long-
distance and Formula T cireuits. He
helped win the World Manufactur-
ers’ Champlonship in 1965 for the
United States [n a Ford-Shelby
American Cobra. He drove for race
car driver Dan Gurney's All Ameri-
can Racers in Formula 1 events.

He Is author of “Bob Bondurant on
High Performance Driving” and
technlcal adviser to the motion pic-
“tures “Winning™ and “Grand Prix",
He trained the actors and did much
of the drlving himself.

BONDURANT'S SCHOOL teaches
a varlety of driving techntques in-
cluding an antl-kldnapping and antl-
terrorist corporate chouffeur's
course (31,800} high-performance
drlving courses ($205 for one day;
$650 and $975 for 2-3 days); siunt
driver (ralning and police driver
training.

Bondurant began offering the antl-
terrorist, antl-kidnapping corporate
chauffeurs course 10 years ago after
he was approached by an unnamed
oll company. The achool offers com-
plete confidentlality, if desired.

Most of these people {In the corpo-
rate executive's and - chauffeur's

course) have had threats made on -

them, he sald. *It hnrpen more often
than you know. I cal
cheap life insurance.

"I went to the FBI and the CIA to

. get thelr program to make sure I

wns really lcnc)llng the right thing,

1 it (the coursc) «.

pr 100 other young women
from across the slate. Last year's
winner, Rosanne Darmis of Fraser,
will crown her successor at 10:15
pm.
‘“The Miss Detrolt Raceway beau-

ty pageant adds to the pesitive im-
age of Detroit as it comes under the
world's microscope - during
Grand Prix,” sald Annallsa Sokol
executive director of the pageant,
“On a local tevel, it provides a chal-
lenging opportunity for many metro-
polltan Detroit women to demon-
strate thelr personal and physlcal
bonuly in a rewarding competition.”

Admmlon to the beauty pageant
Is $15 In advance, $18 at the door,
Tickets are avallable at the Premler
Center box office. For further infor-
matlon, call Analisa Sckol at 557-
RACE.
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‘Me Tarzan,
You save. -
Go to i.ees Carpet Sale,

Save 20-40% on Lees
wear-dated carpets! -

If you've been going ape fooking for a
great price on Lees wear-dated carpet,
shout for joy (or Jane)! Because now
you cén save 20-40% on exciting
Lees carpets, featuring staln- and
soll-resistant Ultron nylon by
Monsanto, through June 21

at A.R Kramer.

VISA
15986 Middtebelt (between 5 and 6 Mlle Roads) 522-5300
_ Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9-9; Tuesday and Saturday 9-6.

Plus, when you buy at least 15 square yards
of Lees wear-dated carpet at A.R. Kramer
during this sale, you'il get a certificate
.. for a frée tropical plant {retall value
$19.95) from Plantena Tropical
Greenhouses In Farmington, Hills! |
So don't monkey around.:Swing
down to AR Kramer today.

* MUCH.MORE THAN A PAINT STOHE

ANDERSORS

22054 FARMINGTON ROAD AT NINE- MILE:
INTHE CORNER OF cnossno;\os
' SHOPPING CENTER :
PHONE (313) 476-2028

" HOURS: MONDAY THRU THUHSDAY 8:30 - 6: 00
FHIDAY 8:30 - 9:00 SATURDAY 830 6:00
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