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° By LEM MESEE -

w .  Outdoors Writer
. Noone ever had to explain the
‘,.expressmn “working like a
- beaver” to me. I knew from
,-first-hand experience what

..,.mighty toilers were these furry.

little animals with the big, flat
tails.

Yousee, asa boy I lived many

i years in northern Michigan on

my grandfather's, farm. And on

~- the lower 40 acres of that farm

‘t was a small body of water
+1 called Green's Lake.

‘The little lake was fed by a

- good sized creek that entered

+' from the east and left by the

-.west; and it was a fine-lake in

< which to fish for pike, perch or

 bluegill. There were no bass in

Green's Lake; the bragging-
. size pike saw 10 that.

ON THE EAST.shore of-the

i
]
v
i

wIake grew sharp, marsh hay;
‘and my grandfather pastured
+ his caltle there and, for some
; miysterious reason, they always
grew fat on the wiry grass.

Green's Lake, like most other
small lakes in that countryside,
enjoyed a-tranquil, somnolent
existence for many years in my
memory. But then the beaver
came.

He and his mate probably
swam in at night. When humans
are even occasionally about, the
beaver is rarely seen during the

ay.
'l!he beaver — there were no
j more than two or three at the
| most —went towork witha will.
1 Andit wasn't long until they had
fashioned a beatuiful little dam
down the creek about 100 yards

1was overjoyed, and so were
my many cousins who

from the west end of the lake. .

frequently visited my grand-
father’s farm. The beaver's
efforts had converted the spot
just below their dam into an
ideal fishing and swunmmg
hale,

My grandfather didn’t mind
the beaver invasion — at first.
He didn’t mind that the beaver
cut his choice poplar and birch
to build their dam, and he didn’t
mind that their efforts caused
his take to rise a little — at first.

BUT THESE beaver weren't
satisfied with a small dam; they
wanted a bigger and bigger one.
‘Their energy was inexhaustible,
and soon their dam grew very
high,

My grandfather became
alarmed. The beaver dam had
grown so tall that it caused
Green’s Lake to back up and

flood his pasture of marsh hay.

Now my grandfather was a
devout, God-fearing Seventh-
day Adventist; and he disliked
hurting: anything, especially an
animal. In fact, it distressed
him so much when he had to kill
a chicken for Sunday dinner,
that he always chased us boys
away s0 we wouldn't sec how
» uchit disturbed him tohave to
cut off the fow!'s head.

Yes, my grandfather truly

loved all the creatures of the
carth; but he »decided the
beaver must go.

HE_WAS nearing 70 at the
time, but week after week he

would wade out into the cold,

mnmng waler of the creek and
tip a huge Hole in the dam. He
believed the beaver would grow
weary of repairing the man-

made damage and paddle on to
other climes. R

He figured wrong. The beaver
not only fixed up the weekly
remnants of my grandfather's
wrath, they actually built that
dain taller by the day.

My grandfather ‘grew
desperale. His pasture was
inundated to where it was fit for
little else but water snakes and
frogs.

His patience exhausted, he
drove into town and bought
several sticks of dynamite. He
had decided to put the beaver so
completely out of busiriess that
his furry nemesis wouldri't have
the brass or ortitude to embark
upon  another rebuilding
project. -

..

HOWEVER, MY grandfather
made the mistake of mentioning
the purpose of his explosives at
l.he hardware store; and the

vation man soon got
wmd of the
demolition job.

prospective

His sccond visit to his traps
revealed they had snared
nothing more than a pair of
young saplings bearing the
fresh tooth marks of a beaver.
His third trip to Green's Lake
turned up*not only no beaver,
but no traps cither.

NOW I NEVER saw my

grandfather go near those

traps, so I can’t sajrnr sure he,
was the one who tampered with
them. But 1 do know the con-
servation man wag mighty cool

“toward him after. that,

Anyway, my grandfather Jet
the beaver build their dam
without inlerference after th
and he quickly became his old *
selt. a kindly, animal-loving »
man.
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Grandfather Beat The Beavers

Instead of the marsh, he
pastured his cattie on a hill on
the north side of the lake.

‘Though they didn’t grow as fat,

they scemed as contented as
cows could be.

And, as for my cousips and I,
we never did tire of visiting the
swimming and fishing hole at

the top of the beaver dam,

T umoue CELEBRATION STARTED 1 1936 WHEN THE COUNTRY WS IN

LENT'S
" CUSTOM, CLOTHING

One stop at Lent's will show you why
Plymouth’s well dressed man has become that way.
Over 25 ydars of fine custam fitted clothing service
1o Plymouth is the halimark of Lent's, in the
Mayflower Hotel. Wendell, his son James and Mary
Agnew.  long time employee, wark to give their
customers’ siperb personal fittings. Choose, from..,
over 50 handsome suits, sportscoats and slacks or
select from 300 fabric swatches for your custom
suit. Eittier way. you'll be “wall-suited” at Lent's.

THE GRIP OF A RUGGED, OLD -FASHIONED WINTER AND A NEW \/o&l(
WRITER BEMOANED, THE PAGEING OF THE ONCE-POPULAR ,
RED FLANNELS. GEDAR SPRINGS SET OUT TO f <
PROVE THEY-NOT ONLY STILL EXISTED, BUT I8 L
STORES WERE WELL-BTOGKED.

BUSINESS BOOMED AND NOW \
ARED FLANNEL FACTORY
&#?Sé%.%&%“ﬁw??
HARKS BACK

TOTH 3
LUMBERING ERA H ORSE- §
RRAWN FLOAT‘:’ HlGHLIGHT

“No, Sidney,” he told my
grandCather, T won’t,let you
dynamite that dam even if it is
on your property. I'll get rid of |
those beaver for you."”

In a few days the con-
servation ‘'man appeared at
Green’s Lake with a pair of box-
like traps made of steel and
wire. He intended to catch the
beaver alive and transport
therh elsewhere.

NeED To KNOW
T T SOMETHING ABOUT
M A e YoUR Hew

COMMUNITY?

MAYFLOWER HOTEL'. PLYMOUTH @ 453-5260 or 453-0890 The first time the con-

servation man inspected his
traps he found each one
snapped and a large rock inside.
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Shooting Hours

Hugh Jardis Gits Inc

Harur's Subutban Casusls. t

Hines Park Marcury. Ioc
Faieon e tasig s woman -

“Wercry 483 180

‘Basic shooting hours for
small game hunting in

Kepoaics Fira Candies 8 Gis

Jotn Smich of Plymowth . | (Gicwes conectont fo 3o it

Kay's of Plymouth -
Pes Romens cines

H ant’s Cutom Clating Mayllowes Wine Sh ‘Malody Houss i Michigan are from 6 a.m. to 7

e e et memsmes e i mres % e oo e s . WEI[’WICW@W@ pan. EST, except during the Bring em hack

: prs o o | PR e i | e Stoes & Appan ; ] November 1530 period when | BrINg €m.nac ox GB) o 5.0s¢ sovirs

i W S s Sowes aseomt | it w7 s | WY

S| et e e Coniogtop 218761 | to 6 pm. Another exception AL|VE! THREE FACTORS CONTINUE TOBE
- — ' covers woodeack which may be

; | [ "ssrme Phymouth 4538369 | puricd TN o sunse. THE MOST COMMON INTHE GTATES

Our hostess will bring gifts and
greetings, along with helpful
community information.

No shooting is allowed in the
Lower Peninsula on October 20
before 10 a.m., EST.

TRAFFIC FATAunes' ALCOHOL,
sp&eg LANE ROADG o
DARKNESS, BE ALERT FOR THESE
DANGERS AND "BRING'EM BAGK AUV
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MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION

DON'T WAIT FOR-
WINTER PROBLEMS!

Prepare your home for icy winter blasts
now . . . check the “comfort shop” at your
neighborhood True Value or V & S store.

HARDWARE STORES &

SPEGIAL! GONSOLE
HOME HUMIDIFIER
39.88

Restores  springtime ~ fresh-
ness! Reduces fuel bills,

FAMOUS SHAW SOFAS
LOVESEATS AND CHAIRS
TLLLATA FMTEU% OFF!

guavds family health: "Aqua
-| Ring” output system humidi-
fies areas up to 16,300 cu. ft.
in draftfree comfort. Auto-
matic humidistat, water level
indicator. Contemparary styl-
ing. Four easy-rolling casters.

“IMPORT 70" Chair -~ {below, left) .
matches the Love Seat listad above
with all the same loving carved crafts-

Pillow Back Sofa -- smooth, -flowing
lines., luxuriously comfortable and
mixes with many fumiture styles. Zip-

Pillow Back Chair -- with clean pure
lines of clear contemporary .

. et e forthe 1/ © imagination. Exposed welhut base ;
covered cushions. Special bgd Gupied /2 ORFL o o T ™ ni o303 / 2 OFF! aathers warinth from the ibbad Oy, 1 9 - I
fabeic. s ange labiic. Beautiful,  Was '246 OFF! VU for
Ortoran . .. looks Pillow Back Sofa -- with a kick-pleat o
T chama ¢ oTn':: ordinary skirt in Bone Tapesiry fabric. Added Lounge Chair -- Big, lush, comfortabls, Fiberglas AIR FILTERS
chaise! Heavy fioral quilted fabric Sink into the nubby, woven Canary

elegance with the out-arms extending {
around as an out-back. Gorgaous.
Was '673

Hexachlorophene additive

fights bacteria; Corsol adhe-

sive catches & holds more !
*dust. Non-metallic frame. Five

sizes:- 16x25”, 14x20”, rj(

fabric and disappear into blissful ralax-
ation. Casters on front' legs for easy
moving. Was 362

A 1/20;;!

makes it oxquisite enough for any liv-
/2 OFF

ing room.

VZDFF!

/2 oF
/ 2 orp)

Pillow-Back Decorator Chair -- Opan
atms add a unique design elament

/2 OFF!
Rarely doss a chalr of this high stle ¢
offer such comfort. Warm walnut legs. /2
OFF!

Was *316
1/2 OFF!

Love Seat with loving craftsmanship
lavished on the lustrous carved ex-
posad wood frame and cane back.
French Provincial with Blue Fl:r;sl

Traditional Sofa-- you'll have one eya
on the beauty and style of this sofa.
the other on the practical. ivesble 4
comfort. Special quilted cover in lus-
cious Avacado. Was *794

1
207, '16x20” and 20x20”,
17 thick. Stock up now!

cushion,

Superb Pillow-Back Sofa -~ beautifully
appointed with wide. roomy reversible
seat and back cushions, and arm pil-
lows. Glides along an huge hondud

Contemporary Occasional Chair -
(below, laft} smart styling, smart shop-
pers special. Nubby textured fabric

Melon makes it an even bigger b;va

Diamond-uftid Sofs - wraps around
the room in a ceful, swaepin:

curve, Fabrc is Gillord’s OSIch bul
You'll sver tide your hezd from, this

POWER HUMleEn%

gain. brass casters. Was *876 includes Humxdvsta! -
. Reg. 7 v
“* High-Backed Winged Lnunua . X N DW 0 N SALE 3

Chair -- blend this magnificently scaled Furniture & Boutiques s .

cheie with your Early American room. 1 * of Bistinction. 69.88 Guarantee...
N or creats new comfort for @ ﬂan Gnld 2 ) Open Frdey 10 9 pv: dady to 5:30 . '
: Quitted covat. OFF! Installation 5 yrs. guarantee on Stainless Steel Cabinet .
; Available 1 yr. guarantee on all other pants. )

Soft, Squashy Love.Seat -- put this lit-__
tle charmer in the middie al n room

where its elagance and gt / - i 5 M".E ROAD
will show to best aavamnga uumm 2 2 _FARMINGTON ROAD
Jade bird print fabric, ‘was 563 / £ QFF! ) CA d am S

. 26 More luxurious pieces!

PLUS . f
B All one, of a kind! All sales are fina! on this major grouping of famous Shaw unholstered
furniture. You'll never get this kind of an outstanding oﬂer agam 1f you miss out you'll &)

LVONIAe=E
HARDWARE
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PHONE —

GA 2-1155 - KE 3-1430
oPEn”

DAILY. 8 am. ~ 9 p.m.
SUNDAY, 10 a.m. ~ 2 pm.

GHouse

496 W. Ann Arbor Trail
455-1440

BOONERITAD

hoonn

have our sympathy . . . so shop early and have our

496 W. Ann Arbor Trail ® phone 455-1440

Plymouth @



