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By Tim Richard
stat] writor

lanchard, House pla

Gov. James Blanchard and the
state L are on & colllslon

It'sa glant game of “chicken.”

course over medicaid funding of
abortions., The questlon: Which side

will flinch? .

“It's unfortunate things have dete-
riorated to the point where we have
to go through thls exerclse,” said

Senators call for JOA airing

‘By Torl Banaa
staff writer

A former Detroit Free Press exec-
utive editor, speaking before a state
Scnate panel in Detrolt last weck,
compared a merger between hls for-
mer employer and the Detroit News
to a medfa monopoly not unltke “a
600-pound gorilla ~ free of almost
any restraint.”

Birmingham resldent Kurt
Luedtke, who's been an outspoken
critic of the proposed Jolnt Opera-
Ung Agreement between The Detralt
Free Press and the Detroit News,
predicted the papers could become a
“formidable adversary” to suburban
newspapers competing for advertls-
ing dollars,

“The public hasn't been told
enough of what the policies (of the
duilies), would be under a JOA,” he
sald when asked to assess a merger’s
effect on suburban newspaper busi-
ness.

ROYAL OAK Tribune publisher
Jeanne Towar testifled Thursday
about concerns of “predatory prae-
tices” by the Detrolt papers if the
merger is approved.

When asked by Sen. John Kelly, D-
Detroil, if she feared practices
might “wipe all independents out of
business,” she responded: “I do sce
that as a possibility.™

Kelly sald the combined dallles
could offer a Sunday circulation of
1.3 million based on current circula-
tion figures, providing a more at-
tractive market for regional ad-
vertsers,

Towar said that while regional ad-

““Larry Ternan has

outstanding
Z: NCE

credentials’
ﬂpgﬂm

7

for

QAKLAND CIRCUIT JUDGE

61 1o+ by Totrian tor Cuguit Cours Commilies

vertising makes up just 15 percent of
her local paper’s advertlsing reve-
nue, with “mom and pop-type” busl-
nesses accountlng for the mafjority,
loss of, regional advertising could
“very well put us in a downward spi-
ral.”
TOWAR, THE only newspaper
publisher to testify last week, was
among eight witnesses who
appeared before the state Senate
Judiciary Commilttee, which Is con-
sidering a bill, offered by Kelly, to
ask for federal public hearlngs on
the JOA,

Kelly sald he planned this week to
introduce 2 resolution that would
have the state Legislature request
federal hearings on the merger, Ap-
proval of the JOA rests with U.S. At-
torney General Edwin Meese.

Kelly's proposed leglslation origl-
nally set up veto powers to be used
by the Michigan Attorney General's
Office over the JOA. But last week a
Wayne State University law profes-
sor, Stephen Calkins, dissuaded him
from pursuing that course when he
testified that would be unconstitu-
tlonal,

Detroit-area retailer Norman
Rosenfeld, owner of the 37-store Sib-
ley shee chain, sald he was con-

. cerned that “advertlsing prices will
£0 up® under a merger. Noting that
85 pereent of his advertising expense
is in newspapers, he Jald out a

scenarlo that, stafung with exces-

sive advertising costs, could cause -

his buslness to stop expanding and
“adding jobs to the state of Michi-

“Competitlon is great, and we
should try and keep it,” he said,

METROPOLITAN DETROIT
Magazine editor Kivk Cheyfitz, an-
other former Free Press employee,
cchoed Luedtke’s comments by call-
ing The Detrolt Free Press “the most
successful failing newspaper in
Amerlea®

Under the Newspaper Preserva-
tlon Act of 1870, two papers cannot
merge unless onc {s shown to be
“failing.” The dallics have reported
that since 1980 they have lost a com-
bined $63 miltion, X

Luedtke sald he doesn't believe
that criterion Is belng met in the
Free Press® case, however, pointing
to lts declslons to add 70 editorlal
posltlons in recent years, bullding a
riverfront printing plant in Detroit,
opening natlonal and internatlonal
bureaus “as if it's a thriving, money-
maklng newspaper.”

He further critleized both papers
for keeping their newstand prices
far below natlonal standards. {The
Detroit Free Press sells at 20 cents
and The Detrolt News at 20 cents),

*A simple five-cent hlke would
equal $6 milllon. That's nat any
small amount of money,” he sald.
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«.state Rep, W.V, (Sandy) Brotherton,
R-Farmlngton,

Nevertheless, he voted last week

for the so-called Dilllngham amend-
. ment to prohlbit off medlcaid-paid
abartions for women on welfare.

BUT REP. LYN Bankes, R-Livo-
nla, says anti-abortion people aren't
belng given all the facts about
what's at stake. Bankes voted
against the Dillingham amendment,

The amendment deeply split both
political parties as the House passed
it 58-47 Tuesday,

Men backed it 56-36, Women op-
posed It 11-2, N )

Here's how local Oakland County
state representatives voted:

Yes — Brotherton; Matt Dunask-
Iss, R-Lake Orion; and Gregory
Gruse, R-Madlson Helghts.

No — Maxine Berman, D-South-
{leld; David Honlgman, R-West
Bloomfield; Judith Miller, R-
Birmngham; and Gordon Sparks, R-
Troy.

‘The only gubernatorlal candldate
in the Legislature, Rep, Colleen En-
gler, R-Mount Pleasant, supported

it

SENATE .MAJORITY Leader
John Engler, R-Mt. Pleasant, safd
the Scnate would go “all the way
with It" on Wednesday,

Rep. Fred Dillingham, R-Fowler.
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ville, cmployed a rarely used device
i into

. In the past, Griffn’s antl-abortion
1 was a special

to get antl-abortlon
the law,

He sought to amend the Depart-
ment of Soclal Services appropria-
tlons bill to prohlbit payments for
“abortions not ied to save the

in
- line-item in the DSS budget blll, Gov-

ernors could — and 13 times did —
veto the linc item but signed the rest
of the blll. - R

- Anti-abortion forces needed a two-

life of the mother.”

If Blanchard vetoes the measure,
the enlirc $1.4 billlon medlcald
budget is lost,

AND ' THAT'S what concerned
Bankes,

“I don’t want to look a senlor citi-
zen or a child in the eye and say 1
voted to deny this (medlcald),” she-
sald.

Bankes sald calls from 10 or so
Right to Life (antl-abortion) constit-
uents reveated they dldn’t realize the
massive ramifications of the Dilling-
ham amendment.

“The Michigan Catholic Confer-
ence opposes this amendment. Rep.
Mike Griffin (D-Jackson), who nor-
mally introduces anti-abortlon legis-
lation, also opposes this,” she-tells
them in a reply letter.

BROTHERTON SAID antl-abor-
tion people” “have gotten tired of
playing the game one way and get-
ting beaten.”

thirds vote to override the veto — 74
In the House, The best they ever did
was 72.

But with the Dlllingham amend-
ment, antl-abortion forces nced a
simple majority of 56 votes.

“THIS TACTIC was used once be-
fore, about 10 years ago,” Brother-
ton recalled, At that time, budget
bills weére passed Just before the fls-
cal year started.

Now, he sald, there Is a period of
more than three months before the
new fiscal year starts.’

;;rhcrc's time for negotlation,” he
salg.

“The governor is In a positlon to
decide §f he'll play chicken and see if
somebody will back off, He can de-
clde If he'll accept what other states
have done and what Congress has
done (prohiblt use of publle funds for
abortions),” Brotherton said.

Since 1937

" Smiley Brothers .
BECHSTEIN...THE WORLD'S MOST HONORED PIANO
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and drawer replacements.
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Pantries, counter tops,
roll-out shelves and new
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Quality - Custom, solld hardwood door
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Southfield, Michigan’s newest
adult rental community.
You spoke... and we listened! v

Through focus groups composed of area scnior citizens, and in-depth
research, The Heatherwood development and management teams have
created not only the housing, but also the lifestyle that you asked for and
deserve: an elegant living environment that respects your independence
while providing the ultimate in services and value,

The Heathenwood offers one and two bedroom suites complete with
fully-equipped kitchens, along with many of the services of a first class hote!
— delivered to you in style by our trained and dedicated staff. Currently
under construction, The Heatherwood is scheduled for August occupancy.

At The Heatherwood your

privale one or two bedroom suite

includes:

* Wall-to-wall carpeting

* Draperies

* FFully-equipped kitchen

* Individually controlled heating
and air conditioning

¢ Heat included

* Abundant closet space

* Emergency alert system
monitored around the clock

Services included in your
monthly renial fee are:

The Heatherwood features these
oplions:

* Covered balconies and patios

* Cable T.V.

» A second-daily meal

The Heatherwood also features:
* Library .

* Lounge areas ’

* Ans and Crafts Center

* Beauty salon/barber shop

* Landscaped courlyard

* Three-hole putting green,

» Gardening area

¢ Weekly maid and linen
service

* Daily meals

* Full activity program

© 24-hour monitored entry

* Scheduled transportation
in the Heatherwood van,

(313) 350-1777

22800 Civic (;enler Drive

For more information please .-

o

call Sherrie Dossln, Marketi

Director, or stop’ in at our lcr;pbra}y Leasing and Displz;y Center.
Weekdays 9-5 + Saturdays 10-4 » Sundays 12-4 )
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TEENS!

LOOKING FOR AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE

THIS SUMMER?

. WANT TO MEET AND WORK WITH A REAL NERD?
JOIN US — ENROLL NOW. BE ON STAGE WITH ACTOR

CURTIS ARMSTRONG*

- featured In movies

“RISKY BUSINESS” fpk.
“REVENGE OF THE NERDS”
“BETTER OFF DEAD" .-

No acting experlence necessary. Be In.a production of

or take acting classes in Section !l with him (02082)
WE NEED - ACTORS - SINGERS - DANCERS - MUSICIANS & TECHIES
*Subject to Contractural Change

SUMMER ARTS PROGRAM

13-18 YEARS OLD
ESSION | — JULY 7 THROUGH JULY

Specials

S 25
SESSION l — AUGUST 4 THROUGH AUGUST 22
OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
27055 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

ORCHARD RIDGE CAMPUS
FARMINGTON HILLS, M| 48018

W

DEADLINE JUNE 25

Otfice, Ridge Campus,
Flnl\lnqlw:llﬂl,lﬂl 48018 %0

SUMMER CAMP chRBEB AVAILASLE FOR C| HILDREN 812 YRG. TOOI

y ‘chicken’ on abortion:




