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Tracy Lectka gets a victory ride fram the Franklin foithluland a
aria Vi

tug from t in

g the Patriots’ vic-

tory in the Class A state finale Saturday,

By Chria McCoaky
stail wrlier

It's time to update the blg sign
that stands above the entrance to
Livonta Franklin High School — you
know, the onc that proclalms Frank-
Iin as the winner of the 1975 state
Class A football champlanship,

The new slgn should say: “Livonla
Franklin: Home of the 1986 Class A
girls softball champions.” And some-
where on the sign should be a pleture
of Tracy Lectka,

The Patrlots barned the new dis-
tinetion Saturday at Lansing’s Ran-
ney Park, beating Waterford Ketter-
Ing 1-0, Earlier Saturday, the Pats -
closed out a 20-lnning marathon *
semifinal sesslon with South Lyon,
winning 2.0.

Tt took "em 27 Innings, but the title
belongs 1o the Pats.

Now, what's all this about Tracy
Lectka? Was she a one-girl show, or
what?

Not entirely — the Franklin squad
played superlative defense - but
close,

HERE'S WIIAT Lectka accom-
plished In the state tournament, She
tossed a no-hitter at Kettering. The
only Kettering runncr reached base
on a sixth inning crror, This was just
hours after wrapping up 20 scoreless
Innings against South Lyon. In that
game, she allowed just eight hits, slx

Rice ousts Glenn, 1-0

By Brad Emone
stalf writer

‘The old baseball adage “It only
takes onc” was enough for Blrming-
ham Brother Rice Friday in the
state Class A bascball semlflnals at
Western Michigan University's Hy-
ames Field.

The Warrlors scratched together a
double by Tom Giroux, who maved
to third on a Steve Irwin wild pltch.
That set the stage for Chris Alexan-
der’s game-winning single, a bleeder
through the left side of the infield,

The run canie in the second fnning
and it was all Warriors nceded to
beat Westland John Glenn in a tense
pitchers duel, 1.0,

flice right-hander Steve Schutz
autdueled krwin, the Glenn ace, who
suffered his first loss of the year,  *

Schutz, who raised hls record to
11-2, allewed only four hlts and
walked four. {le was able to survive
a last-diteh Glenn ralty in the sev-
enth, getting Chuck Hammontree on
a bounce-out to short with two
runners aboard to end the game.

“I'TRY TO KEEP the ball outside
and when the better hitters are up 1
wani 1o jam them inslde,” sald
Sehutz, the gritty Rlee junior, *This
game ranks right up there as one of
my best.

“I'm basleally a fastball pitcher.
When I get behind, T like battling by
throwing strikes.” .

Observer kick star

By C.J. Risak
stalf writer

Think depth isn't Important when
all-star teams meet?

Think again. Both the Observer
girls soccer stars and thelr counter-
parts from the Eccentrie arca will
be without key performers for the
fourth annual OLE All-Star Classic.
The game will be at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday at West Bloomficld High
Schoal,

That's where depth comes in. The
deeper the talent runs, the better a
team wlll be able to overcome the
Joss of a key player.

. As [Us shaplng up right now, It's
the Observer team's depth that will
be tested the most. Three first-team
all-Observer players — Jenny Hue-
gli, Amy Weber and Jenny Sawlek,
all from Livonta Churchill — will
miss the game because Wednesday Is
Churchlil’s graduatlon,

-FOR THE ECCENTRIC team,
{lrst-team selectlon Carrle Bree of
Bloomfleld Hills Andover will not be
avalable because she'll be out of
town,

-That favors the Eccentrics. So
does another very Important factor:
Incentlve. :

it’s Ypsi

VYpsllanti, who swiped six bases
and took advantage of four castly
Birmingham Brother Rice errors,
capturcd their first ever Class A
title with a 6-5 triumph late Sat-
urday evenlng at Western Michi-
gan University.

Ypsilanti overcame a 4-0 first
inning deficit to beat the Warrl-
ors, who finished the season with
a23-14 record.

Rlce outhit Ypsilantl cight to
six, .

When Glenn’s Jim Kenyon opened
the seventh with an Inficld single and
Mike Wells walked, Schutz was pald
a vislt to the mound by Rice coach
Ron Kalezynski.

“1 had no real Instructions for
Steve other than to settte bim down,”
Kalczynsk! said. “He's just a great
competitor and had the adrenaline
flowlng. He was fust overthrowlng a
bit. He was alittle too pumped up.”

SCHUTZ, despite being behind on
the caunt to Tom Rogala, made the
Glenn left flelder whilf on a swing-

The Eccentrles have never won
this game. They tled the Observers
4-4 Yast year after losing the first
two meetings, 7-1 (1983) and 5-2
(1984).

- On paper, the Observers still rate
as the faverlte, a deslgnation Eccen-
trle ¢oach Terry Dliworth of Bir-
mingham Marian Is only too happy
to heap upon them,

“They're obviously the favarites,”
said Dilworth of the Observers. “We
have a lat to worry about with them.
But we match up really well. It
could come down to who wants it
mare.” :

That could aid the Eccentrlecs im-
menscly. ; .

“'Katie Andreac would sure like (o
win thls game,” said Dilworth.
“She's really pumped up for it,”

She should be, This will be An-
dreac’s third appearance fn the O&E
Classic, without a win,

BOTH TEAMS are planning to uti-
lize an aggresslve, attacking style of
play, which should make the game
that much more interesting.

“We plan on golng offensively
agatnst them,” said Ed Dudek, the
Observer coach from state Class A
champion Churchlll, “People enjoy a

Ing third strike before getting the
dangerous Hammontree op a ground
out,

“I thought that with our pitcher
that the score would be the other
way around," sald Glenn coach
-Norm Hoenes, whose team bowed
out with a 26-3 record. “But their kid
{Schutz) did a great job. When he got
behind he kept coming back.

“I'm pretty disappointed, but we
played well. We just didn’t hit the
ball. We might have swung at a few
bad pitches. That may have hurt us,"

Irwin, the hard-throwing righthan.
der with a sweeplng curve ball and a
deadly slider, allowed. just four hits,
two walks and fanned 10. (As a
batter, he collected two of Glenn's
four hits. Kenyon had the other two.)

“WE WENT 26-3 and had a great
season,” sald Hoenes, “I can’t com-
plain, We were onc base hit away
{rom winning 1t,"

Not only was Schutz tough when
he had to be, the Rlce defense was
cqual to the task,

‘The Warriors turned a double play
in the third after thwarting Glenn
carlier in the ianing on a sacrifice
bunt attempt.

“Before the end of the season, we
had 73 errors (as a team),” Kalezyn-
ski said. “But in the last 10 gamos,
we've been playing the way I know
we can, Today we went head to head
with one of the best pitchers in the
state and won. But we have one of
the best around, too.”

‘I love it’

Lectka’s no-hitter wins- title for Franklin

of which came between the 11th and
17th innings Friday night. Only two
runners  reached third base, she
struck out nine, walked only one, and
made 14 assists on ground balls back
to the mound,

Impressed?

‘There’s more, :

Golng back to the district tourna-
ment, Lectka tossed 44 consceutlve
scarcless fnnings. The Jast run
scored off the senlor came In the
fourth inning of the district finate
against Farmington Hils Merey.

Her performance in the state
champlonship game provided A sto-
ry-book ending to Lectka’s softball
carcer. Next year, Lectka will play
basketball at Wayne State, not soft-

el

“We just played awesome,” sajd a
teary-eyed Leetka. “I love It. Thls fs
i

SAID FRANKLIN coach Joe Ep-
stein: “The girls were just something
clse. But it's llke I've said ali year, I
we can score three runs, Tracy will
win it. She got fired up carly this
morning when I told the news that
she made first team all-state, And
we ficlded very well behind her,”

The enly run Franklin nceded
against Kettering came In the flrst
innlng. Kris Roman led off with a
single. Lectka sacrificed her to see-
ond and Cheric Mascarello moved
her to third with a ground out.

When the laughter died Friday night, as it did
soon after Tom Walker {left}, urt Golemo,

Maria Vassetlow, a very much un-
sung hero for the Patrlots, slapped a
slngie to center to score what would
become the winnlng run,

Vassellou hit the baill -hard
throughiout the tournament and was
near-perfect at shortstop, She han.
dled seven of her elght chances in
the tltle game, most of which were
balls solldly hit.

“I always felt thls team had the
talent,” Epsteln sald. “I had a great
shortstop, a great pitcker and a
great qutfleld, I always belleved in
them, I think they finally started bo-
lieving in themselves. There was a
feeling on this team from day one
that we'd be back here (state finals)
(ks year,” .

Franklin, which finishes with a 31,
5 record, lost In the state finals last

car, .
y IT WAS Vasscliou's red-hot bat
that finally brought an end to the hls-

- torle semiflnal game with South

Lyon.
After 20 Innings, after more than
four hours of intense play over two
days, that game was decided by, of
all things, a misplayed fly ball.
History isn't always pretty. But
the Pats aren't complaining.
According to tournament officlals,
Franklln's 2-0 win was the longest
game ever played in the state soft.

. bail tournament,

The game bega:

p.m.,-In the 17th innlng of a scoreless
game, the umplres declded (o
suspend ‘the game unti) Saturday
morning.

At 11 am, Saturday, in the top of
the 20th Joning, Vasscliou lofted
what seemed to be a routine two-out
11y ball to center fleld,

While teammates Kim Godfrey
and Cherle Mascarello circled the
bascs, South Lyon's center flelder .
misjudged the fly ball. When the ball -
Janded, Vassellou was standing on
third, two runs were In and Frankln
was [n the state finals, -

DESPITE THE run shortage, the
game produced high drama. South
Lyon loaded the bases with two outs
in the bottom of the 12th, The Lions
put together back-to-back hits In the
13th, but the Jead runner was thrown
out at third. They put a runner on
third with two out in the 19th — but
the plate remalned untouched. -

Franklin had lts chances, too. The
Pats put_together three hits in the
f1fth, but a potential run was tagged
out at third, They put runners on
first and third in both the fifth and
17th and came away empty,

“¥hen a game gets to that paint,
you know It's going to take a break
to decide it,” Epstein sald,

All the breaks went the way of the
Patriots Saturday.

" y
enough at 5:30 p.m. Friday, At 8:30

and Pat Pettit cheered a short-lived seventh

WHAT: Tho 4th anowal Obsesver & Eccone
ks Gurls High School Saccr Classic.

'WHERE: Wast Bloonfickd High Schoal (4925
©Orchard Lake Road, north of Maple Road) .

WHEN: 0:30 p.m., Wodnesday, Juna 18, *

WHD: Eccentiic Ath-Area Glis Soccet Toam
vs. Obsorvor Al-Ated Gitts Soceor Team.

WHY: To showcase the besi tigh schoot
playors I the ereg, (f not 1ho state.

ADMISSION: Tickots, pricod at $3, are avai-
nblo at the gale balaro Ihe game,

PAST SCORES: Tha Observor team won the
first two gamos, 7-1 In 1883 and 5-2 in 3064,
Tho t0sms tiod In tast yoar's battia, 44,

HISTORY: Tho fkst two games, al Livonla
Slavenson High School, wore lopsidad attalrs n
favor of the Obsarver squad. Maty Kay Hussey
of Slovenson scored ihiee goals In the figt

91mo and holds tha rocord for most goals
scored In 1ho sorios* history by on player with
fve. In tho seconc gamo, Churchire Joneifer
Flowors scored two goals 16 paca the Observer
oflanso. Last yoar the Ecceniric 10am roared to
30 halflime load on goals by Clndy Wass of
Athans, Liz Suttie of Teoy and Botsy Glement of
Marlan. Howavor, 1he Observer foam scored
thies straight goals 10 flo the gamo. Suttie
scovod another goal 10 give the Ecconliic a 4-3
load, bul Annotta Rupgiero scored tha eveniua!
gamo-tying goal, *

MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS: 1082; Mary
Kay Hussoy (Slavenson); 1984; Annalle Rug-
ploro {Farmington Mercy): 1985: (iio) Katy
Androns (Seaholm), Lisa Broccardo (Stoven
s0n), .

wide open offenslve attack, with a
lot of goals” .

But there was another reason for
Dudek's strategy. “We only have
threc fullbacks,” he sald, “so we
wa]m to play as much offense as pos-
slble. .

"‘0f course,” he added, “I'm saylng
this now, but we could change."”

The Eccentries’ strength should be
its scoring ablllty, Forwards Cindy
‘Wass (of Troy Athens) and Kate Fer-
guson (Blrmingham Marlan) totaled
more than 95 goals thls season be-
tween them, and Andreae (Birming-
ham Seaholm) has demonstrated her
ability to put the ball in the net from
her midficld post.

“WE'RE GOING to try to put a lit-.

tle more pressure’ on-the Observer
defense than they're used to,” sald
Dilworth. “I know we're a lot quick-
or than 1 thought: we were. (Wings)
Dana Nessell (West Bloomfield),
Emlty Rlemer (Troy) and Kara De-
nyer {Rochester) are all extremely
quick. .

“I'm hoplng their skill and speed
will open things up in the middle.”

Patty Boyle (Marlap) adds more
speed and depth to an already wells
stocked area for the Eccentrics,

The Observers, toc, are skllled on
the forward line, despite the loss of
Huegll (35 goals) and Weber (20), JINI
Estey and Julle Tortora of Plymouth

Salem, Lori Green and Mary Pellonl
of Livonla Stevenson, and Laurie
Dingle of Farmington whli alternate,

““}c'll try to put a line of Steven-
son players together up front as a

group, then a line of Salem players, .
to let them play with people they're’

vsed to,” Dudek sald, -,

BUT THE KEY battle could be
waged at mldfield. Both coaches
think that is the area where they are
strongest. . \

“Our defense is strong,” said Dil-
worth, "but our mldfield is just fabu-
lous. With Andreae, Jacqie Silagy}

(Athens) and Betsy Clement (Marjan) -

we have some really talented play-
ers there. 've got an idea we')l con-
tro! the midfleld.”

Dliworth witl have Kathleen Guz-
inski "(Athens) and Margaret ' Kop-
meyer (Bloomficld Hills Lahser) to

steengthen his elaim to midfleld su-

periority. .
Dudek merely sald, “We are very

strong at midfleld” with players like '

Kim Paterson (Stevenson),. Jamle
Kubackt (Churchill), Leslie Martln
(Farmlngton), Kristi McMlnn (North
Farmington) and Amy Stock (Farm-
Ington Hills Mercy).

Now, do

g about that
sign. .

GARY CASKEY/stalf photographor
Inning rally, Glenn bowed out of the state title .
chaso. : .

s hope to keep streak alive

A MISCUE at mldfleld will result
in a diffleult task for the defense,
considering the offensive talents
each team possesses. Both coaches
figure thelr defenses will be severely
tested,

Dudek will eall on Margaret De-
Mattia (Mercy), Jean Anzlovar
(Nerth Farmington), Marcle Jamrog
(Stevenson) and Sharl Acitelll
(Churchitl) on the Observers' des
fense.,On the back line for the Ec.
centries will be Heather Lawler
(Troy), Kelly Fitzgerald (Athens),
Michelle “House . (Troy), Caroline
Johnsten {Seaholm) and Angel Capal.
di (Marian). [ <

* Liz Monrod (Churchill) wll start It
goal for the Observers. Lynn Eck:

. hout (Athens) and Brooke Glilespla
(Troy)

are . the ‘Ecceniric  goal-
keepers, D ';Z.
“I'm kind of worried about them,”
admitted Dudck of the Eccentrid
team, “I know they have some good
offenslve players, s0 I know they ean
score xuuﬁ, 1 think 1Vl be a pretty
competitive game.” b

It's certalnly shaping up that wai, '
anyhow, FE

.



