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The year of the Pats

Notes from the title chase. . .

T'S FUNNY what goes through
your mind at times.
White Livonta Franklin was
determinedly marching
toward its flrst state softball cham-
plonship last Saturday, I couldn’t
shake the image of a photograph we
ran last year after the Pats fell short
In the state champlonship,

Remember? The one of a crying
Franklin pitcher Tracy Lectka
wrapped in her father’s arms. The
photograph captured the hurt and
frustration felt by all close to the
Franklin team.

I witnessed the same scene Satur-
day, only the emotions, equally in-
tense, were of a different origln.

While the Patriot players waited
to accept thelr championship
medals, Ron Lectka stood in the
background watching, flghting des-
perately, unsuccessfully, against the
tears of pride welllng up in his eyes.

Flnally he gave up the-fight and
called out to his talented and gritty
daughter. Again a tear-stained Tracy
lost herself in her father’s arms.

‘The caption read: “Same Place
Next Year, How Sweet Jt 15.”

1 SEEM TO notice . subtle
‘moments Nke that more so than the
nuts and bolts gningaan at such ac-
tlvities.

Like when Marla Vasscliou swatt-
cd her triple in the top of the 20th
Innlpg against South Lyon, breaking
up the 0-0 madness — I dldn't pay
much attention to Vasscliou or the
two runners preceding her, My at-
tention was glued to South Lyon's
center!lelder, The poor girl could not
escape her grief and I felt sick for
her — I would have offered to help
her dig the hole she was dylng to
crawl Into if I could.

She reminded me of Curt Floed in
the 1968 World Serles. Flood
played Jim Northrup's fly ball into 8
triple, which ultimately decided
game seven,

I secretly felt sorry for Curt

Tood, too.

I NOTICED Carolyn Smith a lot
Saturday. I spent a lot of time
watching her reactlons to things.
Smitty was (is) one of the best ath-
letes to come out of Franklln,

‘When she was a junler, she helped
Franklln stun favored Livonia Ste-
venson in the district semifinals, The
Pats were then blasted by Blshop
Borgess in the finals.

In her senlor year, Smitty came
:lvillhln one game of winning the state

tle.

Last Saturday she watched her
Patriots win It without her. It was
both a happy and sad day for Caro-
fyn Smith.

LEE CAGLE is'a good man, I
don't care what anyone says. You
know him as the successful votley.
ball and softball coach at Stevenson.
I know him as someene who gets a
big kick out of helping young people
succeed in athletic competition.

He played the role of batting prac-
tlee pitcher for Franklin this week-

He threw BP and offered help-
ful advice to the Patriots from the
reglonal tournament through the fi-
nal out Saturday.

Cherie Mascareflo had made eight
straight outs before coming to bat in
the 20th Inning Saturday morning,
Cagle, slttlng behind the backstop,
yelled out to her: “Watch her (the
plteher's) hips and get the bat out In
front." Mascarello nodded to Cagle
and rapped the next pltch into left
fleld for a hit. She quletly thanked
Cagle afterwards, as dld Franklln
coach Joe Epstein.

Franklin, by the way, ls the team
that eliminated Cagle's Spartans
from the state tourney.

UNSUNG HEROES: Kim Godlrey,
the sophomore catcher who played
JV ball until the state tournament,
then played near perfect ball for six
games, She had only one passed ball
in 27 innings Friday-Saturday,

Shelly Lankford, who opted to skip
her ACT tests to play left field Iar
the Pats on Saturday.

Marla Vassellou and Kris Roman,
two steady players who solidlfied
Franklin both in the flcld and at the

late.

Gayle Cheadle, who always seems
to have a smile on her face and who
stepped into the third base role with-
out flinching after Patty Wixson was

njurcd.
~ .And last, Joe Epsteln, The man

probably doesn't have all the an-
swers when It comes to the Xs and
Os of the game, although he has most.
of them, More importantly, Epstein
bullt a sense of trust and con(ldence
between himself and his players. He
kept his team together despite an
carly slump, and In the end he had
his players convinced they could not
get beat at the wire this year,

A FITTING CONCLUSION: As the
ralndrops fell upon Ranney Fleld, as
players, parents and fans huggcd
high-fived and prepared to high-tail
it home, two veteran Franklin
coaches shook hands at home plate,
Armand Vigna, the football coach
who won Franklin's only other state
crown, stapped skin with Epstein.

"Canxrnmlmlans, coach, great
job,” satd Vigna,

“You know the feellng, Armand,”*
Epsu.-ln said. “You know the feel-
ing.”

Observer close-up: Boxing

By Tom Handonon
statf writer

The long comeback bas ended for
Mike Vellucel of Farmington, who
has signed a contract to play profes-
slonal hockey with the ~Hartford
Whalers of the Natlonal Hockey

ague.

The road to the NHL has been up,
down and up for the 19-year-old de-
fenseman,

He was dralted by the Whalers in
June of 1984, but broke a vertebra in
his back in a car accldent that July,
spending three months in o body cnst
and sltting out a year from hockey
as he and doctors wondered if he'd
ever be able to play,

‘Vellucel was a passenger in a car
driven by Al Iafrate of Livonia when
the accident occurred. They were
driving back from a team plenie
near Torento. Iafrate was able to

conUnue his carcer and Is a defense-
‘man with the Toronto Maple Leafs,

"I was apprehensive if I'd ever
play again,” Veltucci said Tuesday In
his parent’s home on Larkspur, *[
'was down for the three mopths [ had
the cast on. It was painful wearing
it. And then there were the effects of
getting it off, My skin stunk from all
that time inside it, and I had no mo-
bllity.”

THE CAST came off In February
of 1985, Then came the painful rcha-
bilitation process, with a rigld body

past season for the Belleville Bulls
of the Ontario Hockey League, a top-
notch junior league that serves as a
feeder program to the pros,

*1 had a good year, but I started
off real slow,” said Vellucel, *About
Christmas time I started to come on.
1 get a lot of points, but I also get o
lot of penalty minutes. I'll play the
power play, I kill penaltles, and I'm
not afrald to fight,

“I like to rush the puck a lot, too,
but the coaches don't,” he sald,
laughing. “You gottz plck your
mo:ncnu, which I'm learning how to

being stretched and pulled by thera- do.’

plsts, Muscles that had atrophled had
to be rebullt, His legs and car-
dlovascular system had to be recon-

dltioned. And, most Importantly,

Whaler scouts had to be convinced
he could still play with the big boys
of pro hockey,

Vellucel did the convineing thls

Vellucel finished as the elghth
leading scorer among the league's
defensemen and helped lead his
team to the finals of the OHL
playalfs in May,

Fcllowlug the playoffs came nego-

tiatlons een the Whalers and
Vellucd ngcnt, Rick Curran of To-

TEVE PECHT/atal photographor

Mike Vellucel and his mother, Judy, discuss tis recent signing with the Hartford Whalers of the Natlonal Hockoy League,

Pro maierial?
Vellucci signs NHL pact with Whalers

ronto, a well-known and well-re-
spected agent in NHL eireles.

The negotlations were successful
and Vellucct will join the team in)
tralning camp In September, In the
meantime, he lifts weights, rides a
smtlunnry bike and plays outfield
and second base on his father’s soft-
bnll team In an—nlngmn, O/E Leas-

ing. .

HOCKEY IS In Velluccl's h[ood.
His mom, Judy, is a Jongtime fan of
the game, and his four brothers all
played. Perry, 24, played junlor
hockey for Paddock Pools, as did
Pat, 22. Frank, 21, quit at 15 to con-
centrate on football, baseball and
softball, and Mark, 14, continues to
play avidly. (Slster Mary, 17, was a
second baseman this season for
Farmlngton's varsity softball team.)
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Packs of hungry fighters
flock to downtown center

By Tom Hondersdn
staff writor

- Noon, June 11.

Vince Hopper was the flrst boxer
to arrive at the small, surprisingly
bright gym with the glass brick cell-
ing at the Coleman Young Center in
downtown Detrolt.

The young light-heavywelght from
Westland was wrapping up prepara-
tions for his fight Tuesday night at
the Premier Center in Sterling
Helghts. The fight was an elght-roun-
der, his last before moviog up to 10~
rouudcu and better fighters

To help get him ready, he will spar
mu day with a man who once fought
for the lght-heavywelght world
champlonshlp.

Jim MacDonald may have lost to
Mlchnel Spinks — he suffered a bro-
ken nose In the eighth round but
wasn't knocked down or out — but
lie had previously knocked cold the

world’s No. 1-rapked light-heavy--

wclghl and !s a blg man at the Cole-
inan Young Center, Big biceps, big
ﬂght hand, blg :cpuhuou

Hopper? Golng into Tuesday’s
nabt. he was 9-0 as a pro but stlil
et behind the cars; -as boxers go,
l_xf'a a pup.
Tl wsed to ﬂght@n the streets,”

sald the 24-year-old as he taped his
hands in the sllence of the empty
gym. “I heard there was a boxing
¢lub in Livonia, Me and a buddy
went down there and I've been at it
ever since.”

‘The club was Paul Soucy’s Livonla
Boxing Club. Hopper now fights for
ABC Productlons of Oak Park, train-
ing six days o weck at Young and
{ighting ence a month at places Iike
the Premler Center and Hlllerest
Country Club, Mt. Clemens.

It's a long way from Cobo Arena,
light years from Las Vegas and At-
lantie City and the big bucks of pro
boxing. But, it's a start and Hopper,
who now lives In Farmington Hills,
is bhappy with the way things are
golng.

“This is a full time job for me. I
only had three fights my first year
(1884), but this year Is golng pretty
good for me,”

It s warm and humld outside, get-
ting ready to storm; inside it is hot
and the air so thick you can grab a
handful and squecze the water out.
Persplration. beads up on Hopper's
{forehead.

“It doesn’t lnlu: much to workupa
sweat lo here,
Hopper, a 1979 graduate ol Livo-
a Franklln, talks about his girl-
!rlmd D.‘,bgn Gorgon, and thelr plans

to get married “when I start making
more money, She likes me boxing.
She llkes it a lot, She almost likes it
more than I do.”

12:25 p.m, There are 25 boxers and
tralners In the small gym. They are
taping hands, dolng sit-ups, stretch-
ing, quictly preparing for the two
hours of intensity to follow, -

There Is one ring, a couple of
feavy bags wrapped [n duct tape, 8
couple ol speed bags, an inclined
bench for sit-ups and scattered about
the floor, bags filled with head gear,
protective kidney and groin equip-
ment, boxing gloves, tape.

One plastic bucket slu In the cen-
ter of the ring; later, as the fighters
spar, they will share tho bucket be-
tween rounds, spitting saliva or
blood, sometimes hitting the bucket,
usually hitting the floor with a splat,

Hopper enters the ring and shad-
ow boxes, dancing around as Mac-
Donald, sinister looklng and l|:§mr-
ful compared to h{! ylshe
ness, finishes taping his hands, Mac-
Donald also will fight Tuesdny,
headlining the card in a fight with

Arthel m Bam) hw&am lm'l the
state light-heavywelght title,

" It is a card filled with nicknames,
Bam Bam, Ice Tea, The Tank and
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ROCHESTER
BIRMINGHAM

LIVONIA
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178 Mack LEAN & JUICY
UNB!I.lEVABlY LOW MEAT PRICES FOR THE BAR-B-Q SEASON

High Quality Western Grain Fed Beef
SALE DATES, JUNE 18-JUNE 24
FULL LINE OF FRESH FROZEN FISH
¢ BEEF ® VEAL » LAMB * PORK © POULTRY
PLUS DAIRY AND GROCERY PRODUCTS

OPEN 7 DAYS .
HOURS SATURDAY 8:00-6:00
MON.-FRI. 8'30-6 SUNDAY 9:30-3:00

TOOOL CCCECEEeRET
Phone

833-0840

LEAN TASTY TENDER
SIRLOIN STEAKS

by tho e $1 19
. . 1B, .

CENTER CUT

Chuck Steaks
or Roasts

59¢

Jrevam v ws e 0 COUPON ONL

PATTIES

FRESH FROZEN — ALL BEEF

9Q¢ .. 2t

ALL BEEF

HAMBURGER

]
P BABY RIBS

Umit. I

59¢ mwm"l

uumnONl.

19439,

: WE GLADLY ACCEPT FOOD STAMBS
VISA — MAS'I’ERCARD AND PERSONAL CHECKS -




