Judges fight counties to keep budget rei

8y Tim Richard
stalf wrlter

_—

There have been battles in Oak
land, Calhounm, Luce, Tuscola and
many other countles around the
state. |

Now state senators are turning
their attentlon to a battle between
the judlciary and county boards of
commlssloticrs. At stake are court
budgets, salary schedules and jobs,

“We need a leglslative remedy,”
pleaded Korry Kammer, lobbyist for
the Calhoun County Board of Com-
missioners, to the Senate Judicary
Committee In Pontiac this week.

“All it takes is one hard-headed
judge or- hard-headed commisslon-
ers, and the system goes to hell In a
hurry,” said Kemmer, a .former
state senator [rom the Pontlac-
Clarkston arca.,He testifled on be-
half of three Senate bllls that would
glve court budget powers to local
leglslative bodies.

THE BILLS would strlp circult,
probate and district judges of power
to set thelr own budgets — the pum.
ber of personnel and how much
they're paid. (Wayne County courts,
already state funded, would be unaf-
fected))

County boards and other local bod-
fes which deal with Judlelal budgets
see this as judiclal intrusion Into
what is essentlally a leglslative func-

tion. Satd Danlel T. Kildee, a Gene-
see County commissloner:

“The onc area of authorlty that
must stay under the control of the
board s that of determining the an-
nual budget. Only the board of com-
missloners {s charged with the re-
sponsibility of welghing, against one
another, the varlous scrvices that
county government must provide.”

And Kammer added facetiously:
“Let the judges levy their own taxes,
Let them go out and sell a millage to
the voters, I doubt they would want
to be that full a pariner in govern-.
ment” \

“THE BBAD osers are the tax-
payers,” said nate  Judiclary
Chairman Alan Cropsey, R-Dewitt.
Surveying battles * around the

state, during one of which Luce
County commlssioners were sent to
«jall for refusing to approprinte all
that local courts wanted, paey
observed, “There 13 no respect for
the court and no respect for the
board of commissloners’ down
there.”

Qakland circuit judges lined up
with the judiclary in a letter from
Chlef Judge Richard Kubn to area
legislators, Ozkland probate judges
said they unanimously opposed the

bilis, branding them “unconstitution-
al”

Judge Gus Clfelli of the 48th Dis-
trict Court told of budget battles be-
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tween the five clties and two town-
ships in his jurisdlction — battles in
which one township withheld part of
its contributlon. “It’s a ridleulous sit-
uatlon,” sald Cifelll. “The only solu-
tion would be state funding.”

THE JUDICIARY'S side was
summed up by David R, Wiacek,
Westland resident representing the
200-member Mlchigan Court Ad-
ministrators’ Assoclation: *“The
bills, . .propose a takeover of the
court’s flnances by the local legisla-
tive branch of government." .

Under them, Wiacek argued,
courts would become mere “depart-
ments” of local government rather
than a “co-equal branch of govern.
ment.”

In such clrcumstances, he sald,
judges and their employees would
have a stake in becoming polltically
active for commlssioners who would
support thelr appropriations.

o N

jduges unfavorable to them by with-
holdlng adequate funding in pre-
clti-guun and clection years,” Wincek
sald,

The court administrator also sald
the Senate blils left room for “un-
qualified” and “uninformed" legisla-
tors to ellminate the jobs of “trained
management professionals” such as
court administrators,

BUT A TUSCOLA County com-
missioner, Dona Rayl, recounted her
board’s budget battles with three
Judges and sald, “County commis-
sloners need control~of tho purse
strings. Judges are busy people. Why
do they want to be bothered with
personncl matters and budgets?'.

The 10-year veteran of county pol-
itles provided her own answer:' "
“There's an underlying egenda —
the judges’ very own wages. They go
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after higher wages for their employ-
ces to get even with commissioners”
and justify higher salarfes for them
selves, Rayl sald. .

She cited an instanice where the
Tuscela hoard bargained an 8 per-
cent increase for court staff mem-
bers, A judge declared it “null and
vold" and gave them 28 and S5 per-
cent increases In two years.

Sen.  Richard Fessler, R-West
Bloomlleld, a lawyer and Judiclary
Committee member, was Impressed
with one of Rayl's arguments: Cleri-
cal employees in general county gov-
emnment do much the aame work as
court clerks, but the court clerks get
bigger raises, leading to much unrest
among dounty workers.

CROPSEY SAID the bills, spon-
sored by Sen. Harry DeMaso, R-Bat-
e Creek, are belng used malnly as a

S

discusslon polnt and are unlikely to

1n their present form.

Monday's Pontiac hearing was the
fourth he has held, and arguments
everywhere were much the same,

Cropsey and Fessler saw one large
problem rising If the state takes over
all court funding and sets all salar{es
for all court employees in Michigan,
The scenardo runs ke this:

Wage rates in the metropolitan
Detroit area tend to be 20 percent
above the rest of the state, It's more
likely that outstate wages would be
Ing 0 pereent than metropoll-
tan wages cut, If court employees

. outstate get blg ralses, other county

employees will want similar wage
Increases. That would— put enop-
mous pressure on county boards to
hlke wages and property taxes at a
time when revenue sharing Is belng
cut, *

y, local
could play polltics with electlon of

CASH IN!

WE WANT 70 BUY FOR CAGH
1, Colns & Blamps - ltems & Calloctions
2. Gold & Sitvar Jewolry - Sledingwars
Diamonds end rare

Rolex Watchea - Pockotwalchos
Postcarce

NOW OPEN EVENING HOURSI
Waodnoadays 8 Thursdoys 111 8 P.M.

BIRMINGHAM STAMPS
& COINS, INC.

1287 8, Woodward « Blemingham
1234

2
4

6Biks. N. of 14 Milos & sida of Woodward
New Hours: Mon., Tues., Frl. & Sai, 10-8;
‘Wed, & Thurs. 10-8

*“Buying o Baling...

‘0 Can Help You'

Antron from A

« Reslsls ?ﬁnl:l&gﬂ
15ts Ma

. g:!slsu Abrasion and Wg

o Lilotime Static Conrol

EVERY CARPET ON SALE

Nothing hekd backl Atlol our {amoys nam

ot
off. Prices as
and labat,

g hiekd back] You'fi find e
E:\I';c‘; fugs at 0%t 0% oll,
mlpmpuatz designs as mucl
solettion ot decoralof pieces.

vatles by store.

EVERY VINYL ON SALE!
Allof ous brand namest Am\r‘l‘n’&’w
mef 53, m‘r’r“:&wsk ::‘e?ors. styles, patt
designs. You'll oven $ave

has 66%olt,

FEATURING GARPETS OF
nupu“'[.AHTﬂll“" NYLON

nt
uaranioo

EVERYTHING
N EVERY STORE
NOW OM SALE!

e amm

Bigelow, .

Lk Lees, Karastan, Catin Crafts, o o
50% olf and n0 bass

o o rr‘;u:h‘:s"lw q. yd. Including padding

EVERY AREA RUG llg;?&\éﬁllm
Betbers 2

ow 0 510, selections

Hanak
Inthis

erns

0 o0 lsiatiation 304 sub floor.

We Feature:

Through 8/30/88

‘ replacement

FREE DELIVERY &.
INSTALLATION

products,
accassorles
~-and -

parls

IN TOWN'

QUTSIDE, BY K-MART

—— Wooden Swings -N- Things —

“THE BACKYARD PLAY SPECIALISTS"

THE BEST PRICES
ALSO AVAILABLE: GAZEBO KITS, SANDBOXES
_“PICNIC TABLES, LAWN SWINGS, HAMMOCKS

VISIT OUR NEW OUTSIDE SHOWROOM ¢+———
30720 ORCHARD LAKE RD., FARMINGTON HILLS, 737-9333 .

Ducond
The only gas
grili with a-
five year
" warranty!
#1 American
made

SAVE 20%
OFF

Manufacturer's
Suggested Retalil

The! ﬁbenhalcarpetsthe‘;:(t;uf{trym =

$750 5. Yn,1

o, . |
rastSum 1

8 ORCHARD & 14 MILE CENTER
30158 Drehard 1h X4
Farmiagion f Iy - ~Moa"& Thurd 8 308.10:
9

DpenSum: 12004 00

SAVE OVER &

FROM FAMOU.
OUR Top SELL‘?NG

ANTRON

vet..

LEES

A SZL{?B VALUE INSTALLED, .. now JUST.
Our special purchase from Lees saves 50
54. yd. on the installed price including

You over $7.50

832,00 for : 5::;;’ Kom {:}lr 11 most popular colorspiraltﬁﬂgggg%ll!aéegn
A T T - A resilient carved pile of Antron nyior i
GRASS CARPETS PRICED FROR Lyed - | enhanc nylon that will
ety coiscton goes on s, Pﬁ‘ﬁaﬂs‘m 4. @ the decor of any ragm, .

PLUSHES, SCULPTURES, TWISTS, BERBER . .~

AND MORE FROM ALL QUR FAMOUS MAKERSY ™ ©

2 . WOOLS, ACRYLICS, BERBERS, DRIENTALS

AND MORE YO COMPLEMENT ANY BECOR!,
HUNDAEDS OF PATTERNS, COLORS, DESIGNS .

FROM THE DEST NAMES 1§ VINYLIFLOORS!

ROLLENDS
COLORS ANR STYLES AY HUSE, HUGE SAVINGS!!

NYLON SCULPTURE

$

DAY'S MDST- WANTED

0 sq. yd.
instalied

- 0aiy 930600~ -

STORE HOURS: MORDAY-FRIDAY 10 e 12 ¥ pm.. . SATURDAY 12 am 1o & pmn.

\

Wsra e




