2ES.F)

O&E _Thursday, June 19, 1986

Soaring

By Arlono Funko
spoclal writer

ILL THOMPSON'S admlrers
call him the “blrdman.”

Thompson, cdltor of a
Llvonla-based magazine for
hobbyists, paints bright, lfelike birds
on porcelain tile. He also writes
books, glves demonstrations and
teaches people his love for palnting
on porcelaln,

Although Thompson is multitalent-
cd, his favorlte artistic endeavor is
painting birds and flowers on porce
lain,

“ANYTHING I DO, it's wholcheart-
ed,” Thompson said.

He began researching birds, gain-
ing knowledge about thelr hablts. He
would first sketch the bird on paper,
then paint its ltkeness on the porce-
laln. So far, ke has written an esti-
mated 400 magazine artleles and five
books deallng with china-painting, ce+
ramics and birds.

‘Thompsen recenlty completed a
project of painting 50 tiles, measur-
ing 11 {nches by 14 inches. Each has a
painting of a particular state's offi-
clal bird and flower.

. magery
irdman’s’ artistic flights captured on porcelain

classes part ttme many years ago,
Thompsen was hired as editor of “Ce-
ramle Arts and Crafts” and “Ceramic
Projects,” magazines for hobbylsts,

According to Thompson, the former
owners of (he publications enrolled in
his class, took a liking to him and
hired him to edit the magazines. At
the time, Thompson was working as
an cstimate asslgner for Michigan
Bell Telephone Co.

THOMPSON HAS
firm, Scot

of
Livonla, for the past 19 years. The
company also publishes his books,

BEEN with the

away most of his creatlons.

In addition, Thompson has judged
art shows, demonstrated hls china-
painting at fairs and taught many
classes.

“A few years ogo, after an illness,
learned how to do necdlepolnt,”
Thompson sald. “I wasn't allowed to
go down into my shop, and T had to
have something to do.

“1'M THE TYPE, if I wanted a new
house, T would build it myself," he
continued. I think that's why I try so
may things — just for the satisfactlon
of seelng If I can doit.”

Although Thompson has taught

“I got starled because I was a bird-
watcher,” said Thompson, 62, of Wix-
om. “They (birds) always seem so
[ree, and they are beautiful and inter-
osting.”

‘The fascinatlon with blrds began
more (han 40 years ago. Blrd watch-
Ing wasn't enough. At ene time, years
ago, he kept up to 40 imported and
domestic blrds as house pets.

“1 started years and ycars ago oil
painting,” Thompson sald. “I
switched to this because I could get
better effect. I strive for realism.”

According to Thompson, the porce-
Iain is fired between three to elght
times, between coats of palnt, to
bring out the clarity and color.

Like many artlsts, Thompson's hob-
by of ceramlcs worked into a full-
time job. While teaching ceramlcs

many classes, among his most loyal
students are a handful of women

It seems Thompson isn't content whom Thompson has been teachlng
unless he has an outlet for his cre- for around 17 years.
atlve energy, He has taught ceramics Al have, at one time or another,
and Jeatherwork. He enfoys ofl palnt- been associated with Scott Publica.
Ing. He has crocheted afghans. He tions, The classes, which focus on chi-
used to build furniture.

na-painting, are held weekly at the
Scott offices on Eight Mile Road, A

‘Thompsan also makes stained-glass reporter was Invited to attend a ses-
boxes, fixtures and lamps. He gives sion.

“He Is so unselfish with himself,”
sald Cora Lee Mlllenbach of Detralt,

ﬁlll‘l‘hompwn

“I'm the type, if | wanted a new house,
I would build it myself. I think that's
why I try so many things — just for the
satisfaction of seeing if | can do it.’

of Livonia, is shown at loft,

a retired bookkeeper of the flrm.
“He's the birdman, Everyone In the
art world loves him.”

“Paint,” ordered Thompson, with
an embarrased laugh,

Millenbach, carefully dabblng palnt
on a porcelaln Christmas ornament
she was making, ignored the order,

“HE ALWAYS MAKES you feel
you can do t,” she said. “He makes
yog feel it (the work) Isn't all that
bad.”

Christine Crowner of Sallne, anoth.
cr longtime student, looked up from a
china teapot she was palnting and
asked: “Bill, would you put any back-
ground in that?"”

“It's a bit Insipld,” Thompson
agreed. He suggested she put a bit
more green on her painted flowers,

“He is kind and generous about
passing along his talent to other peo-
ple,” Crowner said, “He is nicer than
his painting, and that is saying a lot,
because his work s so great.”

Deslre is the most important factor
in pursulng a hobby of interest, ac-
cording to Thompson.

“The rest Is practice,” he said, “I'm
of the opinlon that almost anybody

~— Bill Thompson R!CKSM‘I"Il;Uphuluqupnuv can do anylhing they want if they try
painter-author Bl Thompson works on his painting in a clags ho Astudont, Josaphine Miller  L'vaes oimer. peonte’to entoy i as

much,”
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SPACIOUS 3 BEOROOM RANCH, Country living In con-
trally localod Southlield. Large 3 bedroom ranch, 2%
baoths, 151 floor wtility, 2 car attached parage with door
openor. Sellor_says SELL. Moke offor, $60,500. 477-
11, 7

BEAUTIFUL WILLIAMSBURG Colonlal In Primo Wes!
Bloomllotd [ocatlon, 4 bodrooma, 2% baths, lamlly room
with firoplaco and wel bar. Tastofully decorated. Lake
viewl $163,500, 851-1800 (WHI)

YOURS FREE! when you buy
-COLONY PARK COLONI Immaculately kept 4 oa or list with Real Estate One.
‘saom Colonlat on baautlluly ianscaped ol win metwrs. ~ OUT 1w Home Book offers
“trees, Centeal alr, fult basomant and simple assumption.  €8Sh discounts on brand
Quick occupancy, move-la condition. $144,900, 477  pame appliances, !Iooring

and carpeting and much

more. The coupons are

refunds after the sale price

and are good with

any dealer in the

country.

Call one of our

Ec.ouwmv AMBIENCE, Thioo bodroom ranch on o largo offices listed
. oo oom

«tread country sizo lot, Finlshod hurumc:'nﬂor :&:ﬂﬂf below to take
“ing. Excollont homa for the young family, $54,900, 477-  advantage of
AL . this limited

time offer.
+1990 Real Eslate One, Inc.

. i Ay

M +A METICULOUS BEAUTYI 3 bodroom, 2% bath custom
§ “aplit-lavel ranch. Hugo family room with nntural fire-
place. Wonderfu) kitchon, with walk-In pantry, 1st floor

, Famlty room
34 x 18 - doorwall to pailo overlooking rear yard, backs
to woodad park-flko oraa, 3 bedrooms, formal dining
room, $148,800. 851-1800. (BAI)

Up 10 '500 cash
rebateon,

aundsy and full basemont. Show (o fussioat buyoral,
51 A77-1111.

7 COUNTRY IN THE CITY. Boautitul country lot with mag-

Pnificont pine troes. Porfoct for family home, groat orea

§for chlidron. 3 bodrooms, Jarge romodetod kitchon. Don
for privacy or offico. $74,900. 477-1111,

i

DREAM COME TRUE. 4 badrooms, boautlful setiing,
fnished basoment, flowing floor plan. $139,800. 851-
1900, (SAX)

BR! 1y G APPEAL. Noar perfection Insida and
out. 3 badrooms, family room, Hbrary, 2% baths, Desir-
ablo Colony Park Wost Sub. Backs to commons.
$187,000, 851+1900.

$1467 worth of Home Merchandise Discount Coupons
in the new Real Estate One “Home Book”

- e g :
SIMPLE ASSUMPTION. On 3 bedroom ranch on ¥ acre
Iroed lot. Newer roof, famlly room, Florlda room, dining
all, large living room, Firgplace In living reom and family
1oom. Circutar drive, 2 car gorage with door oponar,
$68,600. 558-2300.

T g
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4 BEDAGOM RANCH SUITE. Country living In tha city
with beauliful in-low sulto with own privata klichonette
and masior baih, on wooded ono acre lot. 2 car at-
lached garage. $83.000. 659-2300.
a 8 I

BEAUTIFUL 4 bedroom Colonlal in Groen Hilla Sub, For-
mal dining room, 18l floor laundry. Fireplace In tamily
room. Largo garage with work aren and door oponer.
$135,900. 348-8430,

3 )

4 AGRES with 4 bedroom homo. 32 X 32 block shop wilh
olactric and phono. Smoll bam I3 usod as garage. A
groat placo to live and start your own businoss. Ciosa to
oxprossway. Homa [s woll bulll with foada of storago.
$132,000. 348-6430.

g
SPACIOUS CONDO. Excelisnt Invesimont, two bode
rooms, ground foor ranch etylo condo with neutral do-
cor, retrigorator and stove stay. Patlo « convenlont loca-
tlon, $29,500, 831-5700,




