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stalf writer

Stepplng back into the polltical
Iimelight was not a snap declislon for
former Qakland County Sherlff
Johannes Spreen, .

Although frlends urged hls return
10 polltics as a candldate In the Oak-
land County Board of Commission-
ers 27th district, Spreen says he
hedged for awhile.

“I thought at first that I wouldn't
run,” said the 66-year-old Farming-
ton Democrat. “But‘I do believe In
county gavernment is important and

Republican Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills, he isn’t taking Spreen's
candldacy lightly. “He has great
name recognltion. Whether it's as
cqual in thls area (as In other areas
of the county}, I don't know."

YET McDONALD, 48, plans no
major changes in his campalgn
strategy. As he has done in the past,
McDonald plans to “get out and talk
with the people” — the same strate-
gy Spreen intends to use.

Although McDonald said he
doesn’t want to second-gucss
Spreen's motlve for running, he

will become more | in the ged that as
future.” sheriff, Spreen was angry with com-
Spreen's Rep [ncl Imsell,

siz-term commlssioner Jack
McDonald of Farmington Hills, ad-
mitted hls surprise at Spreen's decl-
sion to throw his hat into the politi-
cal ring.

“Yes. I was surprlsed. 1 just as-
sumed he had aspirations for a high-
er offlce. He ran for governor, count
ty exceutive, To be one of 27 {com-
missloners) makes it difficult lo do
anything. I just didn't think it would
be his cup of tea," McDonald said.

Desplte McDonald’s previous elec-

In & telephone interview this
week, Spreen admitted hls anger for
county commissioners, including
MecDonald, who, he said didn't follow
through with support for special
country erime unlts simllar to the
Alccho] Enforcement Team.

“That's one of the reasons I'm run-
nlng,” safd Spreen, former Detrolt
police commlissloner,

Crime, particularly the prevention
of It, Is one of Spreen’s top lssues in
the campaign for a two-year seat on

A
John McDonald

Johannes Spreen
Democrat

not even know they have a county
commission,” sald Spreen, who
served on the New York Clty police
force for 20 years before moving to
Michigan,

To remedy the public's secming
lack of interest in and knowledge of
county affalrs, Spreen safd he would
schedule monthly meetings to in-
form arca residents and to hear thelr
aplnions. “I would tnvlte them up to
sce thelr county commilssion in ac-
tion. There should be more cltizens
concerned about their county gov-
ernment.”

Spreen takes aim at McDonald’s county seat

“The blggest thing will be funding
{road improvements). There will
have to be a change cither in (exist.
Ing) legislation or new legislation
wlll have to be made,” salq
McDonald, an attorney and former
Oakland County asslstant prosecy.
tor. X

Like Spreen, McDonald recognizes
the public’s lack of involvement In
county government. “People are, so
busy making a living, raising kids,
1t's dlfflcult for them to keep up wity
what's golng on,” McDonald sald, |,

‘To keep area resldents up-to-date
with what's h the county,

McDonald dlvides the s
issues into two categorles — style is-
sues and real issues.

CRIME AND the urgency to “keep
spendling down" are two style issues,
McDonald said, The real issues, how-
ever, involve roads, particularly the

McDonald puts out a newsletter,
generally dropping it off at resi.
dents’ houses, -

McDonald added that he feclsihe
has a good working relationshlp with
the city caunclls and elty managers
Jn Farmington and Farmington

Republican

more lmportant role for the sheriff’s
department, I want to keep the coun-
ty and neighberhoods from the fate
of Detrolt. It's tied to buslness
growth. If business cannot work
safely, they move,” Spreen sald.

IF ELECTED, Spreen sald he

with local pollce agencles in combat-
ing crime and aiding traffic control,
“There Is no county assistance on
crime and traffic."

Spreen's other Interests Include
ronds, solid waste, transportation
and generating public interest in and
knowledge of county issues.

Hills, “There is no problem with
communications there. They know
Imbhere’ . - H

of needed impr
and whether Qakland County should
take over control of district courts.
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LEO F. FENDT dled June 8. LELA M. DICKSON Reatha  Melcher; seven grandchil-

Mr. Fendt, 87, of llvonia died
June 3.

Born in Farmington, Mr. Fendt
was the founder of Fendt Bullders
Supply and Fendt Transit Mix,
Farmington, In 1924, HIs famlly was
among the communlty’s centennial
families. He was a lifetime member
of St. Paul's Evangelical Luthcran
Church.

Survlvors Include his sons, Leo Jr.
and Roger; brother, Harley Wol-
from; five grandchildren and one

* great-grandchild.

Servlces were June § at St. Paul
Lutheran Church with the Rev.
Winfred Koelpln officiating. Burial
was In Glen Eden Cemetery, Livo-
ola, Arrangements were made by
the Harry J. WIlI Funeral Home,
Livonia,

" RODERICK G. BARIL
Mr. Baril, 68, of West Bloom(leld

Mr. Bari] was the former owner of
Master Mold and Die Inc,

Survlvars include his wifc, Shirley;
son, Ronald, a daughter, Kaye
Moore; brother, Gordon; four grand-
children.

Services were June 13 at the
McCabe Funeral Home, Farmington
Hills, Burlal was In Plne Lake Ceme-
tery, West Bloomficld,

ALMA A, MANNINEN

Mrs. Manninen, 79, of Taylor dled
June 10.

Mrs. Manninen was a homemaker.

Survivors include her son, Charles
Ahonen; daughters, Joyce Holappa
and Betty Marudas; nine grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grandehlldren.

Services were June 13 at the
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home, Farm-
Ington, with the Rev, Elmer Liimat.
ta offlclating. Burlal was in
Parkvlew Cemetery, Livonla,
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Mrs. Dickson, 86, of Howell dicd
June 11 in Llvingston Care Center.

Born in Canada, Mrs. Dickson was
o homemaker,

Survivors include her son, Gerald;
a daughter, Betty Brooks; sister,

dren and six great-grandchildren,

Services were June 13 at the
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home, Farm-
ington, with the Rev. T. Rlchard
Marcls Sr, of Prince of Peace Lu-
theran Church officlating. Burfal
was in Grand Lawn Cemetery, De-
trojt.

N—

military news

Marlne 1st Lt. Kevin Bowen will
be a “Winging" candidate in Bee-
ville, Texas, He has been in jet fight-
er training since January 1985 and
has been a Marine officer since De-
cember 1983. He is a 1979 North
Farmington High School graduate -
and a 1979 graduate of Indiana Insti-

tute of Technology.

Alr Force Alrman 1st Class Ste-
phen Reaves of Farmington has ar-
rlved for duty with the Bth Security
Police Squadron, South Korea, He is
alaw enforeement spectallst,
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