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staff writer

foldsmith Road will remain an
unpaved “oasis,” although only a
stight majority of residents want It
that way.

An apparent last-minute opinlon
change by several property owners
near the unpaved Farmington Hills
road took the percentage of these fa-
voring paving from 52,3 to below the
needed 50 percent, Clty Englincer
Davld Catl told the ¢ity councit Mon-
day,

Two letters from residents were
submitted late Monday “saying they
want to withdraw their names” from
the paving petition, Call sald.-This
represented 2.04 unlts and changed
those approving the proposed paving
to 47.8 percent.

A matlon to not pave passed by a
slim 4-3 margln, with council mem-
bers Joan Dudley, Terry Scver and

Preschool education is a key to the f

This is the final install in

Mayor Joe Alkateeb opposing the
measure. .

Council members JoAnn Soronen,
who made the motlon, Janctte Do-
lan, Ben Marks and Donn Wolf ap-
proved the measure, saying they
could not support paving of the road
without a mafority consent ef local
Property owners,

THE COUNCIL has traditionally
supported the concept of paved
roads throughout the clty and re.
lterated thelr stand at a June meet-
inj

.

“There does not scem to be ade-
quate signatures — we do not have
enough to proceed,” Soronen said, “I
move that we don't adapt the resolu-
tlon.”

Dolan-sald the counell had heard
enough on the matter, and suggested
if the paving proponents came back
with the necded signatures, she
would approve the paving.

Several resldents and property
owners from both viewpolnts spoke

Cc

a scries examining four task
Sorce reports recently presented
to the Farmington Board of Edu-
cation. This part looks at the fu-
ture of the district’s early educa-
tion programs, and what is in
store for that group conmmonly
known as presch

the district “recognlze a unique car-
ly childhood component” — as it has
at elementary, middle school and
high school levels — and that it in-
clude children up to the age of seven
and all kindergarteners,

They al§o‘ suggested a voluntary,

By Casoy Hana
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Very young Farmingten students
— from birth through carly clemen-
tary ycars — deserve speclal rank-
ing in the district and an jndl

ten day be in.
cluded, and made a suggestlon that
the district “be ready with appropri-
ate setting and curriculum when ed-
ucation for 4-year-olds i3 written
into law.” '

SECONDLY, THEY requested

identity as a group, according to
members of a task force commlttee
studying carly chill d

speclal staff d and traln-
Ing In the early childhood area be
implemented. The district is current-
1

Trustees will take a speelal look at
the district’s youngest students and
their speclal needs as the Farming-
ton school board reviews this task
force report, and others Involving
staff development, building renova.
tlons, and human resources,

The committee’s goal was to
“'determine precisely where the dis-
trict’s future ftes,” which they did by
identifylng trends and making three
speclfle recommendatlons they felt
wauld enhance carly chlldhood edu-
cation in the distrlct.

y g a s

and currlculum department, which
would help in this and other areas of
the district.

The committee also suggested a
day care center benefit be offered to
schoal emplayecs, utlllzing the tacil-
ities already”avaltable in the early
education program currently under-
way In the district in two bulldings.
The group felt this would be advan-
tageous as a teacher recruitment
technlque, according to the repart.

The committee was comprised of
Gayle Zimmerer and Jeannelle Sow-

before the council, all volclng con-
cern with the drainage problem re-
gardless of the road status,

Goldsmith Road s “an onsls in
this clty," three-lot property owner
and antl-paving spokesman Robert
Graves safd. “No one {eels the road
Is perfect . . . I don't think anyone
would llke to sce the road exactly
like It I3, as far as drainage, But a
blacktopped road would ruln that.”’

Others n his group sald paving
would Increase driving speeds and
would lose the “country atmos.
phiere” on the street.

PAVING PROPONENT Al Hetke
sald the road has problems “every
scason™ and added that leaving the
road unpaved and repairing the
dralnage problem would only be a
temporary fix.

“The dralnage dltches would be
covered within a few years — they
would erede.

“Some of us just don’t want to pay

man, two carly childhood teachers,
district resldents Betsy Ganntra and
Sue Denlo and the district's two spe-
cfal education supervisors, Richard
Ruiter from Fairview and Mary Lou
Somerville from Alameda, ~ who
made the recommendations for the
district's youngest students.

Somerville chaired the committee,

The trends, which were reviewed
before reporting on the future of ear-
ly chittdhood education, include fami-
ly, school and curriculum issues
throughout the district.

In area famllics, the committee
discavered 60 percent of school-age
children have working mothers, that
there are 2 number of single parent
famllles, that the preschoo] popula-
tlon is increasing and that there is
also a noticable increase In the hand-
lcapped infant populatlon due lo
medical advances.

‘The report sees a growlng call for
teacher certification, speclfically in
early childhood educatlen and the fu-
ture possibllity of mandated educa-
tion for 4-ycar-olds due to pending
state leglstatlon,

The Farmington district must be
aware of the earlicr identification of
high risk children and those with
special needs, according to the re-
port. ‘

for it," he added. "I don't see how we
can do this (help the drainage prob-
lem) without paying something for
i

The total estimated for the paving
project Is $185,741, including engl-
neerlng, construction and special as-

" sessment district costs, Call said in
his report. The city would pay 5 per-
cenl, or $21,416, while the bulk of the
project, or. $164,325 would be as-
sessed to properly owners,

City estimales show the average
homeslte In the assessment district
would pay $3,629 for the paving, City
administrators recommended  this
option, based on the 52.3 percent
properly owner approval when the

-repart was prepared.

BESIDES DISCUSSING t!!e. pav-

@@uhci vetoes ;palving for Goldsmith

ident, Another sald (he clty Is “using
the wrong materlals" when grading
the road.

Longtime resident Tom Van
Cleave sald the road problems start.
ed when construction traffic began
about one year ago.

“The road was getting consistently
better,” he said, “but with inereased
usage and abuse by construction
tralfle, it’s been fn bad shape this
past year.”

Before voting, Alkateeh stressed
that paving is “the right thing to dol
I'see no other solutlon.

IS

ABOUT THE “extensive costs"
clted by the antl-paving group, Dud-
ley commented that both paving and
malntalning gravel roads were cost-
|}

Y ithe 1s who they cost

ing lIssue, some t
the clty’s malntenance of the road
and the way it's graded,

“It's apparent the clty doesn't
want to take care of It,” said one res-

THE EARLY childhood commit.
tee studled six speclflc programs in
the area before making thelr recom-
mendatlons, including: the High
Scope Foundation Perry Preschool
Project In Ypsllanti, the Sacred
Heart Academy in Bloomficld Hills,

Residents will be notified

Its a small step for Farmlngten
Hills mobile home residents, but lo-
cal activist Masha Sltver betleves
1t's a posltive step for everyone in-
volved,

- The Farmington Hills City Council
passed a resolutlon Monday, July 14,
to advise any residents — either
renters or owners in a moblle home
= of proposals and publlc hearings
to discuss rezoning the land beneath
thelr houses.

“Under current law and policy,
only the owners of property and ad-
facent -propertles are given offlclal
notlflcation that a rezoning or a par-
tleular piece of property is belng
consldered,” Clty Manager Willlam
Costick said in his report to councll,

ALL OWNER/OCCUPANTS of
single-family ‘dwellings in the eity

— malntenance is much more ex-

pensive on a gravel road,” she sald,

noting that all taxpayers pay for it.
“I've never had anybody come

the Wee Care Center in Blrmingham,
the Ealy School in West Bloomfleld
the Chlldren's Learning Center at
Pontiac’s §t. Joseph Hospital and the
Scaton Nursevy at the Sarah Flsher
Home in Farmlngton Hills,

All-dealt with varfous aspects of

are currently notified by law, ac-
cordlng to City Attorney Paul Bi-
beau, .
“This will glve a lot of positive
{eelings to peaple who live in parks,”
said Silver, n member of the Mobile
Home Tenants’ Coalltlon who was
present at the meeting. “Now, we
won't have to rely on someone find-
ing out (about a proposed rezoning)
by accident.” ’
The change was requesled by SH-
ver following a heated March coun-
cil meeting where Oakland Hills Mo-
bite Home Park resldents became
upset at news that a proposal was In
the works to rezone thelr land for
apartments or cluster homes. The
counclt denled the rezoning request

in April, following more discussion '

and pleketing outside of city hall.

uture

*July 14,

back and say, ‘I want the dust; and 'y :
want the problems,’ ” she added, e
think the petitioners (pro-paving) *
came to this meeting knowing 1y ;
well they had the signatures, Thg.:
(the 50 percent requirement) s’y '

- councll policy, not a charter policy, -

The debate, which evolved
some bickering between neighl
Monday, began last February, wheg-
clty officlals met with residents’t,
discuss paving. In June, peud@x
were recelved by groups favor
paving and those favoring regravk]
ing, with slightly more in favof
leaving the road unpaved.

'3

ing proponents another chance to
tain the needed signatures, promp
ing Monday's public hearing. -
The matter. is now a moot 153y
unless a majority petition approvin,
paving Is presented to the councl} at -
a future date.

teaching 3-5 year olds based on d|f:
ferent education methods,

Committee members also uséd; -
varied reading materials and thelr;
to bring the S

datlans tagether,

Accarding to the resolutlon, notiffx
catlon will be done by first class.
mail at least 14 days prior to thel, M
date scheduled for publie hearing of
the proposed rezoning. Lelters villh
be addressed “To Occupant,” sinte
the city carrles only the names of
the people who pay taxes on rea)
preperty — nat the occupants of ‘2
house, - .

If address . information is not
avallable, the Information will be, "
hand-delivered by a city employee [ H
each moblle home contained in thes' *
pr;)dposcd rezonlng area, the polgy:
ald.
Costick sald offlctals “felt an ordj-
nance change was not necessary,
and proposed the resolution for the? .~
new clty polley, Its effective date Is.

@
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SATURDAY, JULY 19

125 P.M., BRIDAL SALON
BIAMINGHAM

Join us for an Informal sh

our Demetrios for lllssa bridal e,
fashlons deslgned by John Finamore,

owling of (ﬂ’

A spectacular collection of ornate
gowns highlighted with the most
dellcate detaillng, Some wlith
sheer sleaves, back, and
bodlce...embellished with sprays of
sparkling stones. Long trains are
lavished with ruffles and

lace. Truly a fantasy collection
designed to make your

dreams come true.

. The well-bred 'leather handbag :

ooy . 4

ﬁ,ﬁ —selections in best-of-fall colors

39.99 to 129.99,
regularly 60.00 to 194,00
We show fust.a faw from our morvelous’
new collaction, Inrluding pouched ond .
flopped shoulderbogs, swit bags,. hobos,
" comera bags, cluichbogs, safchs
comportmientad bogs, and some ia)
woven lsother—all beoutifully crofted
and detalled, The: bast cholces -are here
now in black, navy, tovpe, gray, red, Yo
royat bluw or black patent, but not s e
all styfes shown In alt

nds July 220d. tord & Taylog, Folrloris+ Suy
—336-3100 Lokeiide—247.4500 Twaive Ocki

call 348.3400 Briorwood Moll—885-4500
Alt opan doily 10 1o 9 Sunday 12 1o 5

Jacobsons

We welcoma- Jacobson’s Charge Card or The Amerlcan Expross® Card.

Shop unili ® p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Untll 8 p.m. on Monddy, Tuesday, Wad and Saturd,




