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An invitalloh was walting for us
when we arrived at our reom on the
"17th floor of (hE Hilton International
hotel in Wingsor. In the movles,
“Murder at the.Manor' would occur
under a thungexous sky, but on that

. Sunday afternoon the sun was
gleaming ontire Detroft River and
on the” Renalssance Center beyond
the river,

It was a great day for the dastard-
ly deed to bedone, Or, as the Homl-
cide Hosts, who produced this partic.
ular mystery weekend, would say, it
was a great way to kill a Sunday,”

Mystery lours have become In.
creasingly ‘popular in resorts, on
trains and In 8{Rer mysterious places
natlonwide. THeY all have the same
Ingredents: yawrsign up for the tour;
the hosts stage a mystery, usually a
murder mystery, with a cast of ac-
tors; you and:ibe ather gucsts. play
sleuth and try to solve the mystery.

Our mystery four was 24 hours In
Windsor, spopidred:by Hilton and
Homiclde Hosts,, The invitation walt-
ing in our rogm was to a party at
Wnllslcnd Manar, a stately mansion
bullt In 190478y "architect Albert
Kahn for Edwgrd Chandler Walker,
son of distillery king Hiram Walker.
The cast of characters for Murder at
the Manor was,all spelled out in the
letter. Mr. Artemus T. Rutledge,

“‘whose money was acquired by less-
than-legal meafis,” was throwing o
party.

The six people he Invited were a
susplelous lot: hiis personal assistant
Sarah Rooney, who planned the par.
ty; Benjamin Hart, his former attor-

. 1-of-a-kind
; traveler
Iris
ones
conlribuling
{ravel adilor

ney, recently fired; Geoffrey’
Browne, former buslness assoclte,
ruined by Rutledge; Dr. Michael Wil-
let, dlsmissed for living too well;

vgardenur Julian Lane, picked upasa

hitch hlker and now rumored to be
the sole Inheritor; Melanie Stone, an
actress wooed and then rulned hy the
villain.

HOMICIDE HOSTESS Helen Olm-
stead and her husband, Donald Olm-
stead, who smoked a Sherlock
Holmes pipe, waited for us at the ap-
propriate time in the hotel lobby.
The Olmsteads are from Howell,
Mich. We learncd later that the cast
‘was also from the Detrolt area,

Many .of the 75 registered guests,
most- from the' Detroft area, had
come properly dressed n the styles
of 1925, when the murder supposedly
took place: short’ frin,
headbands, gray tedoras. straw hats,
long strings of pearls.

The rest of us stood arcund look-
Ing sulky and jealous in our 1880s,
dresses and slacks, walting for the
bus, The bus wasn't air conditioned,
which put us in an old-fashloned if
slightly grumpy mood on a 90-de-

Scene of the crime

Willistead Manor in Windsor is where the murder takes
place in the “Murder at the Manor* tour.

Questlomng a suspect

(Glenn Bla
Brown, played by Louls

of  Livonia)

Seguin of Gurdon Clty, as gueﬂ sleuths look on at |ho

manor,

one convenlent package.
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Specml Package

Thz fun nnd u:ucmcm of Canada's magnificent theme p:vk nm]un mmuu:
from the Juxury of The Bristol Place Hml And you can enjoy both ‘

Our package is $95 per couple pcrdny (Cunndinn funds, anles tix n.nd
Kmlumcs extra— U S. equivalent approximaiely $72). We offer you I night's

summer attraction, -
-0 Vi mua Subject to aveilability -

and two I-day
Wonde:land Thc parking's frec and 5o fs the use of our poo, saunt and
‘health ctub, Children under 18 may share ‘their parents' room at no'extra -~
cost, and yolukan stay an additianal night for $69 per couple (Cdn. Punds).
. Qur limousine service will take you to and -
from the Alrport for a nominal fare. Relax and enjoy
our 24-hourroom scrvice ., in-room migvies for
a nominal fee .. we can éven nrrange babysitting.
;. Toronto's most extragrdinary lweury hotel ...
d|: perfect place to enjoy Canade’s bxggm

imited passports to Canada’s * -

rce day.

Willistead Manor is an impressive
Tudor mansion set in 15 acres of
green parklond. When “Sara Roo-
ney,” playd by Renee Blankenship of
Livonia, invitcd us In and showed us
around we were 00 impressed with
our surroundlngs to start looking for

clues, .

We dldn't even rcnllzc she was

part of the cast.until Artemus
Rn!ledge appeared in his silk neck-
scarf and his 1020's look; we knew he
wasn't fust another dressed-up guest

-because he dldn’t have a name tag

on.

We were pretty well into the wine,
cheese, and frult when the cast of
characters arrived; sultably attired.
Ben, discharged attorney, sipplng
from his flask; businessman Browne,
whose wlfe had killed herself after a

scandal created by his host; Dr, Wil- :

let in his white sult; actress Mclanle
tone, twittering away in her beaded
ress; and Jullan, the villainous
benrded gardener:

Tn real life they are Jeff Alder of
Dearborn, Louls Seguin of Garden
City, Bob CLosson and Michael Bur-
den of Detroit, and Judy Willlams of
Westland, Director Glenn Blanken-
ship of Livonta, who came in later to
play the private detective, wasn't on
cur llst of characters of course, be-
cause he wasn't really invited lu the
party, washe?

THE SCENE FROZE a8 we real-
ized that the action had begun and
we were In for a rea) killer of an
afternoon. There were a few prellm.
inarles of course: a letler dropped
casually on the grand staircase, an-
other found In a drawer, a secret
panc! In the wall.

It was the sound of a gunshot that
sent Sarah screaming through the
house and the rest of us pushing and”
shoving into the study, The corpse of
our host, Artemus T, Rutledge, was
in a chair, blood all over his chest. A
game of backgammon was before
him on the desk, along with a drink,
a dricd yellow rose, & bowl of .nuts
and a book opened to the slory of
HnmtioAlgcr. R

Guest alouths get a look at
the murder victim, Artemus
T. Rulledge, played by Dave
Tucker of Gnrdan City.
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. ﬂCmNB'lGURB & ATTRACTIONS
\LL TAXED, TIPS AND BAGGAGE

We would all have stood there for
the alfternoon, staring at the corpse
and looking tor cluess, If the crazy
detective hadn't stormed Into the
room Columbo-style, grey striped

\sull brown hat and all.

The plot thickened, and occaslon-
ally sickened, 25 he quest!oncd the
characters and we questioned every-
body, Where were you when the gun
. went off? Do yon write with India
ink? Could there have been two
murderers? Was that cyanide on his
breath? °

When we had drunk afl the wine
and caien all the cheese we went
back to the Hilton, where we chewed

aver the clues and awaited the next .

step in the action.

Dinner was at 7:30°In the ball-
room. As we gorged on Veal Oscar
and a dessert topped with a tomb-

and

Gucala on the “Murder at the Manor” tour
gather by the staira of the stately Willistead
Manor in Wlndlor tohear o private detec-

the clucs. Does cynnldc taste llke als’

monds? Could Jullan haye been the
victim's son? Was that innocent.
lookling girl one of the villains?

We cach had to make a decision
eventually, and ‘write our, ‘solution
down on a card, The last act of the
mystery was played out around our
dinner tables. The viitain was c:mght

-and arrested. Prizes were glyen.

I'm not going to tell you who dun-
nit. If you want to joln the crowd in
hunting down the villain, Murdér-at
the Manor will be presented July 20,
Aug. 3 and 17, Sept. za DcL !2 nml
26, Nov. 9 and 30
. The price I8 SHO
‘moncy, $107 U.S., per persod for'two
peaple sharing a reom at the Hilton,
and Includes everything::Sundy af-
ternoon atsWillistead Manor, dihoer
in the Great Lakes Ballroom and a

stane, we buffet Monday marnlng in
7 FLORIDA CITIES HAWAII
via PRESIDENTIAL AIRWAYS AmericanAld[nes
’ ONEWEEK - - -
From $ 474 o5t | WAIKIKI SAND VILLA

COMPLETE
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. among other places. .

me, played by Glenn Blunkunuhlp o! L!vo- .
nia, pass out some mystory clues.

the Terrace room that Jooks out on

the Detrolt River,

Telephone the Hilton at its Dcu'olt N
number, 962-3834, or write with a
$50 deposit to Hilton International
Windsor, 277 Riverside Drive West,
Windsor, Ontario N9A SK4, Homi-
cide Hosts are at 4109 W. Allén
Road, Howell, Mich, 48843, telam
“phone (517) 546-234!

Ask your travel agent about other
mystery tours around the stato and
the country. They have been held ‘at
“Meadowbrook Hall in Rochester and
the Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island,
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QRAND HOTEL'I! ne iike n ktng. listeh to the. Gvend St

é suny in the Grand Poo! Gardens;
-dance "t midnfaht'in the Térrace Room to the muslc of the
Grand Hotel Orchestra; and hearJEAN PACKARD play her -
Jazz Piano'into thes Wwee hours:at the Grand Stanid
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