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Shot into history

Sixteen times a day, muskets and a cannon

are fired In demonstrations at Fort Michili-

mackinac State Park, Mackinaw City, trom

mid-June through Labor Day. Operated by
the Mackinac Island State Park Commis-

slon, these “living history” presentations
show vacationers how French, British and
early Americar soldlers and civilians lived in
the late 18th cenlury. ’

Business
index edges
up again

For the second month in a row, the
Michigan Business Activity Index
{MBAI}, a measure of economic ae-
tivity, rose two palnts, reaching a
level of 133 in May, according to
Mn‘nu[acmrcrs National Bank of De-
troit.

The index now stands 3.2 percent
above the level of onc year ago, and
for the first flve months of the year
it Is 4.2 percent ahead.

“Most ot {he increase came from
greater steel production and higher
car sales,” said David L. Littmann,
vice-prosident and sentor economist
of the bank.

He noted that auto sales continued
to benefit from the industry’s financ-
ing-incentlve programs. But Litt-
mann added that the overall index
waoull have risen more lmpressively
in May had it not been for slippage
in motor vehlcle production, as well
as some of the employment series.

State joblessness,
work force dip

y adjusted
jobless rate for June fell by nearly
half a percentage point.

The reason: Summer jobseckers
who were unsuccessful in flnding
work began leaving the labor ferce, -
according {o Richard Slmmons Jr.,
director of the Michlgan Employ-
ment Securlty Commilsslon,

Simmons sald that the state’s June

adjusted
rate fell (o 9.4 percent from 9.8 per-
cent in May.

During the month, the number of
jobless workers across the state
dropped by 22,000 to 406,000. Last
year, Michigan’s June unemploy-
ment rate was 10.3 percent with
441,000 out of work.

“Apparently, the number of job-

seekers entering the state’s work
force in scarch of summer employ-
ment peaked in May as our labor
faree grew by 31,000, Simmons ex-
plained.

“Since many of these jobseckers
were unsuccessfu), they stopped
looking and began leaving the labor
force In June. As a result, the state's

rate dropped.”

In June, Mlichlgan’s labor foree de-
clined by 25,000 to 4,335,000, Slm-
mons said.
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Tech networks invite business

Mld-sized and small business can
gain easy access to the research and
development power of five state unl-
versitles that have folned to form the
‘Technology Transfer Network.

Created in October with funding
from the state Department of Com-
meree and flve unlversities, the net-
work provides sources of technleal
and business asslstance to compa-
nics with limlted rescarch and devel
opment assets.

“The network puts buslness repre-
sentatives in contact with faculty
members,” sald Alla Kan, dlrector
of ihe University of Michigan Tech-
nology Transfer Center, located In
the Special Projects Dlvision of the
Institute of Sclence and Technology.

“The pregram also pays for a
short consultation, up to about one
day. Any further service can be
negotlated between the business and
the faculty member.”

The Technology Transfer Centers
are linked by computer, cnabling the
centers to make qulck, coordinated
repsonscs to business requests, Busl-
nesses pay no fee for the Inltial con-
tact and referral scrvice of cach
center, or for much of the additional
Information and asslstance,

SERVICES provided by the net-
work include:

® Identification of resources
nccdeg}lo solve business problems,
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data bases and research flndlngs,

® Referrals to state and local
cconomic development agencles.

KAN SAID that since the U-M ceis
ter opened, 30 to 35 buslnesses have
sought assistance in such areas as
crgonomlcs, marketing, waste (reat-
ment, materials testing, production
scheduling, genclic research, chemi-
cal testing and holography.

“It's too early to’have a major
success story to lell,’ although we
have already provided a great deal -
of assistance,” Kan sald,

Other centers, besides U-M's and
Michlgan State’s are at Wayne State,
Western Michlgan “and Mlchlgnn
Technologleal unlvcnl(les and at the

X

and

problum-solvlng by {a:ulty and re-
searchers.

® Testing or rescarch uslng uni-
versity equipment or facllities.

@ Jolnt rescarch projects be-
tween businesses and universltles.

# Evaluation of new or existing
products, processes or technology.

® Access to technical llterature,
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