@he Eccentric Newspapers

Entertainment

Ethel Simmons editor/644. 1 100

Thursday, July 17, 1966 OLE . s

Director Gordon Relnhart of Westiand listens and advises
perforniers during rehearsal for “The Weeplng Icon,”
premliering at Wayne State University at a bonefit to estab-
lish a Modern Greek Chair on campus.

Director faces challenge

By Calhle Breidonbach
spectal writer

HALLENGE IS the com-
panlon  of opportunity,

Gordon Reinhart, who is
directing the premiere
performance of the modern Greek
drama “The Wecplng Icon™ at
Wayne State Unlversity, recognizes
the freedom he has in dirceting a
play for Its first staged perform-
ance and the tension and challenge
that go with that freedom,

“Wlith 2 new play, you're on your
own. You don't have the security of
tradition to fall back on, of reviews
and the historleal perspective of
what other directors have donc,”
Reinhart said. “On the other hand
you've the one sctting the pre-
cedents and you den't have the
pressure that comes with directing
an established play.”

Reinhar, a Westland resident,
welcomes {he bonus of having the
playwright, Pear] Ahnen, work
with him at rehearsals,

Ahnen drives to Wayne State
from her home in Brighton to con-
sult at rehearsals and collaborate
on rewrltes as her play moves
toward lts opening Friday In the
General Lectures Building on cam-
pus in Detrolt.

A carcer journalist with several
press awards to her eredit as wel}
as a cable TV talk show, Ahnen is
an established non-fictlon wrlter

who has been turning more and
more 1o flction in recent years, Be-
sides her play soon to premiere,
she has a novel under consideration
a1 Simon and Schuster,

a diminutlve Greek-
whose enthustasm Is in-
fectious, said her threc-character
play is a modern Greek drama
deallng  wlth classle, universa)
themes. Action revolves around the
visit of a young, all-Ameri

‘You don’t have the security of "
tradition to fall back on, of reviews and
the historical perspective of what
other directors have done.’

director of ‘The Weeping Icon'

— Gordon Reinhart

woman to the trailer home of her
Greek mother-In-law  after the
mysterlous death of the man who
was the younger woman's husband
and the older woman's son.

“The play tells what happens be-
tween the two women. There's a
clash of gencrations, a clash of
power and an ethnic clash between
the Greek woman and the Amerl-
can daughter-In-law,” Ahnen sald,

The premlere perfermance and
afterglow sponsored by the Modern
Greek Chair Commitiee will help

blish a Independ.

ently funded Modern Greek Chair
at the university. Begun In 1969,
the Modern Greck Studies Pro-
gram at Wayne Is one of the largest
and oldest in the country. The fund-
ralsing committce is working to
ensure (hie contlnued vitallty of the
program, which teaches modern
Greek languages and culture,
Greek history and classical and
modern literature.

Elaine Philllps of West Bloom-
field, chalr for 1he fund raiser, estl-

by using dramatic and theatrical

mates that there are nearly 60,000
Greel icans In the P
ttn Detrolt area, She hopes that as
the program at Wayne becomes
well known it will scrve as a cul-
tural nueleus for the 70 local Greek
clubs in the area and for students
of all backgrounds Interested in
Greek language, culture and histo-
Ty,

Refnhart, the 24-year-old direc-
ter of the play, is working toward a
doctorate in theater at Wayne and
spent last season as an actor with
the Hilberry company.

“The benefit audlence will be
primarily Greek and they'll under-
stand (the play) intuitlvely on a
deeper level,” he said,

REINHART BELIEVES
good theater i
as and people are larger than
\fe. His aim as u director is to
bring those ideas to the audience

that

“Theater vught to be theatrical,”
he said,

He's tried to bring out the Greek
identity in this modern famnlly dra-
ma that he sald “reminds me of
‘Death of a Sulesman’ In that [t's a
play about memory — a lot Is in
the mind of the mother-In-law. The
play’s about death, forgiveness of
other people and of yourself, and
abaout getting on with llfe.”

The cast includes Bette Ellis of
Ann Arbor, 2 Greek-Amerlean vet-
cran of off-Broadway productlons,
who plays the mother-in-law;
Christina “Hladysh, a Wayne stu-
dent and Bonstelle Theatre ac-
tresss, who plays the daughter-in.
law; John McFarland, a drama stu-
dent at Wayne, who plays the son,
and stage manager Nlcole Hakim
of Blrmingham,

For ticket Information,
Elaine Phllllps at 626-0924,

call

Bette Ellis (left) Is Vaso Arleotes and Christina Hiadysh is
Karen (Kiki) Ariestes in the Greek tamily drama,
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Wake Up Beautiful beginnings.
To Happy endings.

A New Restaurant and Much More!

At Panache, (Pronounced by us Pa-nosh) we know
that you're really the movers and the shakers — But
time and time egain, we hear it said that you're the
sleepy, bedroom types that turn in early...

: So once and for all, fet's put the rumor to rest. Stap
in at Panache, because just like you, we've got style,
flair and self confidence.

Exzquisite food served with a European flair at
American prices. Visit our sophisticated lounge
with the only dance floor in Birmingham, .

Top 40 _cntertainment Tuesday through Sunday, 9
p.m. till 2 a.m. Light jazz on Monday nights
featuring such perennial favorites as Alerander
Zonjic and Bugs Beddow.
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Cards Accepted  2Blks. S. of Birmingham Theater
- 642-9400
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Elegant dining
inside the world of

- The Somerset Inn e Set

Casua[l)r'ress Formerly Archibald's Birmingham Big Beaver & Coolidge, T ’ (m:ol(:ouild;e) gny;,’uk}-!gan

Major Credit 555 S. Woodward Luncheon Reservations suigkested 633.6092 sevmo” T
et Shuttle Bus

W CRUMPETS m

New Orleans French Toast and Crumpets
Breast of Capon Francaise and Crumpets
*Veal Marsala and Crumpets » New York
Cheese Cake and Crumpets % (or simply
tea and Crumpets) » From 6 AM-11 PM.

Inside the world of
The Somerset Inn




