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Advisory team takes a hard look at roads

By Joanno Maliszowski
staff writer

Northwestern Highway's future
taust be decided If firm plans are to

be made concernlng trafflc and road
improvements in the Farmington
Hills-West Bloomticld Township
area,

That's Farmington Hills City Man-

Bank picks Hills
for headquarters

Michigan Nationai Corp. will build
new corperate headquarters on a 25-
acre site at the northwest corner of
Inkster and 1-696 in Farmlngton
Hills, announced Robert Mylod,
chairman and chief exccutive offl-
cer.

Michigan National also announced
that its executive offices and several
corporate divisions will move (o
temporary quarters at Welllngton
North on Northwestern Highway in
Farmington Hills. The relocatlon
will invelve 500 peopte and will take
place in late summer.

The current executive offices, at
1700 Woodward and 21 East Long
Lake Road, Bloomiield Hills, wlll be
sold, Mylod sald.

The Michigan architectural firm
of Luckenbach/Zicgelman and Part-
ners has been retained to deslgn four
traditional low-rise bulldings cnclos-
ing two quadrangles In a campus-
like setting,

The bulldings will accommodate a
staff of 1,100 people. Construction is
expeeted to begin in fall 1986, It's to
be completed by the first hall of
1988.

“This is a milestone In the history
of Michigan National, and we are
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very excited about the project be-
cause jts completion will allow us to
achleve several major goals,” Mylod
sald,

GOALS INCLUDE:

@ To consolldate Michigan Na-
tional's physical locatlons through-
out southeast Michigan.

® To effect economics of scale
and provide more cfficlent commu-
nications among nine banking re-
gions,

® To create an aesthetically
pleasing and functional setting.

Plans to consolidate several loca-
tions have been under way since Jan-
uary 1986,

In additlen to the exccutive offic-
es, key corporate divisions that will
be tocated at the new headquarters
tnclude investment banking, corpo-
rate banking, legal, instaliment lend-
ing, credit pollcy, audit and human
resources,

Michigan National Corp. is the
third-largest bank holding company
in Michigan with asscts of $7.6 bH-
lion. With 21 bank subsldiarles oper-
atlng 276 branches and 558 Automat-
ed Teller Machlnes (ATMs) state-
wide, Mlchigan Natlonal Is the
state’s premier consumer bank.
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ager William Costlck’s opinion fol-
lawing the first meeting last week of
he newly formed 13-member jolnt
Farmington Hllls-West Bloomfleld
Townshlp road sludy commitice.
The committee's next public meet-
ing is at 3 p.m. Tuesday, July 29, in
Costlck's effice in Farmington Hills
City Hall, 31555 11 Mlle.

“The blg'issue is still Northwest-
ern Highway, It dead ends (at Or-
chard Lake Road). This has to be
dealt with,” Costick said,

Much of the growlng traffic
congestion on the state trunkline, of
course, stems from townshlp and
city residents. But a lot of the
Nerthwestern traffic Is also from
Novi and Commeree Township,

“A lot of people feel that §f Hag-
gerty Road Is Improved, that would
lessen traffle on Northwestern,”
Costick sald.

MOTORISTS COULD travel west *

along I-696 and use a proposed inter-
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change on Haggerty to reach Novl,
Commerce Townshlp and the lakes
area rather than using Northwestern
and 14 or 15 Mlle, he added,

“We can't even begin to program
impravements untll we have a' plan.
We have to get a plan together, We
need to know about Northwestern
Highway," Costick sald.

The joint road study committee
designed 1o study and develop solu-
tions to traffic problems of common
concern was first suggested in April
when offlclals from both communl-
ties, Including the Michligan Depart-
ment of Transportation and Oakland
County Road Commlssion met (o dis-

mon trafile problems brought on by
boomling economic growth in both
communlties.

ON TIIE suggesicd Northwestern
extenslon, Costick sald, "“No one has
sald it's dead. It's in an ambiguous
state. We nced to get It out of lim-
bo.

forecasting model for the Haggerty
area. The model will include popula-
tion and busigess growth forccasts
as well as traffic patterns, Costlek

“We determinced we need to con- -
tinue with traffle counts —
Northwestern, Orchard Lake, for ex-
ample,” he said. -

Ce ) also plan to

Caliing the s first
meeting a “recognizance’ meeting,
where the 13 members determined
what Informaticn on traffic, roads,
population, for example, Is avallable
and what stlit needs to be gathered,

A representative of the Michigan
Department of Transportatlon told
that little has

cuss the proposed of
Northwestern Hlghway.

Farmington Hills offlclals wanted
Northwestern extended to Maple
Road In West Bloomtleld to- help
stem the usc of 14 Mtle as a major
east-west artery,

Although West offl.

been done on proposed 1-696 and
Haggerty improvements. But MDOT
has recognized Haggerty as a major
north-south reute and consequently
will make a commitment to im-
provements, Costlck sald.

A Councll of

cials opposed the highway's pro-
posed cextension, they agreed that
city and township share many com-
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Governments representative In-
formed the committee that the or-
ganization Is working on a traffic

develop planning maps, such as one- «
covering Novi to Telegraph, and an-
other of the 14-to-15-Mlile area, Cos.
tick said. : o
“THE TWO communities are still
hoping we can pull informatlon to-
gether and get solutlons (to road and..,
traffle problems) before the flrst oft -

* the year, That might be a little unre-- .

alistic. But we are golng to keep
pushing,” Costick added.

The committee Is comprised of* ,
representatives from West Bloom.s -
ficld and Farmington Hils, as well-
as from the MDOT, SEMCOG and- ;
the Oakland County Road Commis--. -
sion.
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