Petal perfect

Flowers bloom in designer’s imagination

By Janico Brunson
staff writer

LOWERS ARE the single
most lmportant accessory

in a room. They add lite,

texture, color ... a dl-
mension no ofher accessory can
provide. The best decorated room
in the world Is unfinished If It con-
tains no flowers.” The speaker of
these Impassioned words, Earl El-
liott, should know,

His life has been non-stop flo-
wers for a decade now, since the
tlme he sold fresh flowers for a llv-
Ing and discovered a huge need for
the silk variety.

Elght years ago he started El-
UHott’s Floral Intcriors, now one of
the largest importers,
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Silk reproductions of
nature have been
crafted for nearly 200
years, originally made
as ornaments for
women’s clothing and
millinery. When that
fad gave way to
changing fashion
trends nearly a century
ago, artisans looked to
new markets for their
product. They hit upon
home decor.

ers and wholesalers of sllk follage
in the country.

We're talking 25-foot ficus trees,
dozens of them, slated for ene of
Eltlott’s largest jobs, the elegant
Marriott Margquis Hotel in Atlanta,
This job proceeded simultancously
with the Marrlott Marquls hotels in
New York City that Elliott readied
for the extravagant Statue of Lib-
erty celebratlon over the fourth of
July, .

Trees of silk 25 feet tall are not
that astonishlng for a man who is
constantly stretching beyond the

y of nature by d
hls own Irls and lily. His Intricate
shapes and delicate styles of Imagl-
nation are transformed Into fanta-
sy flowers through the skilt of Asi-
an artisans.

Trees, however, never recelve

Elllott’s touch of fantasy. “The em-

phasls on them Is for the follage to

hiz as botanleally correct as possi-
e.”

ELLIOT BUYS hls flowers and
leaves from manufacturers in Eu-
rope and the Far East. “The best
sitk flowers in the world come
{rom Hong Kong and Taiwan, and
the best shik trees In the world
come {from Germany and Czecho-
slovakla.”

It has taken him years of effort
to locate suppliers of what he con-
slders to be the flnest in sitk repro-
ductions. Normally he imports the
foliage and leaves, manufacturing
the final product himseH with
Amerlean emloyees,

The reallsm of his end product,
the beauty of his bouguets and

trees, have served Elliott well. He
supplies all sllk accesserles for
such major furniture retailers as
Englander’s, Gorman's and Art
Van.

He provides the same service for
Winkelman's and he recently in-
stalled more than 250 trees in 36
National Bank of Detroit tobbles.

The durablllty of Elllott’s prod-
tict resulls in cost effectlveness for
the customer and this, he fecls, Is
the primary reason for the success
of hls business.

‘The normal life of a silk creation
Is anywhere from three to 10 years,
depending upon'care. Maintenance
conslsts solely of an oceaslopal
1ight dusting.

‘The cost of an average f;oral ar-
rangement begins at $75. Three-

foot trces begln at $150. Spread
that cost over the life of an ar-

- rangement and it amounts to a

very small Initizl investment on
the part of the customer, Elllott

sald.

SILK REPRODUCTIONS of na-
turc have been crafted for nearly
200 years, originally made as orna-
ments for women's clathing 2nd
milllnery. When (hat fad gave way
to changing fashlon trends nearly a
century ago, artisans looked to new
markets for their product,

They hit upon home decor. But It
has not been until this past decade
that silk accessories in home furn-
Ishing caught on with a passlon
among Interior decorators In the
Unlted States.

Elliott belleves this Is because
the quality of the product has im-
proved slgnificantly the past 10
years, He defles anyone to tetl him
his sllk foliage fs not quality per.

fect.

“I'll mateh my chrysanthemums
to live ones anyday and then have
you tell me which looks better, And
i don’t mean right now. [ mean
ALL the time.”

Most days Elliott can be found
wandering amldst his warchouse of
sllk wonders — flamlng Hawallan
protea, fantasy orchids of muted
gray, sonia-colored roses, and
much more — decldlng the perfect
combination for his latest arrange-
ment, and Elliott one-of-a-kind.

Alas, the warehouse on Merrl-
man Road in Livonia s open only
to interior decorators and other
professionals.
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New day dawns~™

for lunch wagon:

It's nearly 100 years later and hot
dogs stlll top the menu.at the Owl
Night Lunch Wagon in Greenficld
Village. When the wagon operated in
Detroit in the 1880s, Henry Ford
could be found munching one there
while on break fram the Edison Illu-
minating Company.

Originally the popular horse-
drawn catery parked nightly from 6
p.m. until daybreak at Michlgan Av-
enue and Griswold. Later it was
moved to the Fort Street slde of City
Hall where it continued to thrive un-
til 1926. The Owl and other wagons

ke it served the night-shift factory
workers and newspaper reporters
who had no palce to eat after § p.m.
when city restaurants closed. ~
The Idea of a moblle restaurant;
such as these lunch wagens and the:
diners that followed, I3 a uniguely:.
Amerlcan phenomenan, In 1927 Hens'
ry Ford acquired the Owl Night'*
Lunch for Greenfleld Village to pres
serve that aspect of his own and
America's past. The wagon was rev
furbished and parked In the village-'
where it served as the sole refresh-
ment stsand for visitors through the >
rest of the decade. B

BUILDER'S VIODEL HOME

City of Bloomficld Hills — over 1 acre

Was *400,000 — Now 365,000

LONG LAKE
OPLEN HOUSE N4
SUNDAY 2t0 5 w—l—s 2)
40 BARBARA LANE S =)
647-5161 LONE PINE %5

XCELLENCE

c THROUGH PEOPLE
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ession. Contact Katie &t

{P312) 557-6700

IMPRESSIVE BEVERLY HILLS COLONIAL
Rod brick and stately whito plilars enhonco the appearance of
this FIVE BEDAOOM home perfect for the LARGE FAMILY,
Amaonltlos Include doubto door entranca Into the foyer, 2%
batha, super famlly room, contra) oir and patlo. $134,900

SELLER LOVES TO NEGOTIATE
Bring an offor on this boautltul 3 badroom trl-lovol In Forming.
ton Hilis, Updatod kitchan with bullt-Ins, paneled tamily room
with fireplnce, Inground pool. Five rolling acres with horse
barn, hay barn, 2 dcros of woods, Space for 4 horses. Counry
tiving closo to all. $227,700 (H286) 547-2000

FARMINGTON HILLS CONDOMINIUM

Mint conditlon ground lavel unit [n doslrablo Boochwood Hilis
ftoaturing super contomporary decor, 2 bodrooms, 2 baths,
dinlng room, Kitchen appliances, bulll-in anack table, contral
air and corport. $75,800(B-278) 851-2300

GlenQaks,

stream and

Quiteslmply ln
expresslog elegance,
quallly acd prestige;
GlenOuks bas no equal.

Glen Oaks. Anexclusive private
commenity resited n 10 paturally
fandscaped acres, complimented by a lake,

most discerzlng eye and discrimizating taste. . R
1 stands unrivaled. Nolhing was spared or ommitted.
Likethe helicopier lnding pad and sll m\'\tas.l seurity

et, with

Bullt to accommodate the

from your dooratep, s Twelve Ozka Mall - with more than 150
stores, restauranis, 12d theatres - for yoar convenlence knd enjoyment
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Exclusively leased by:

berlain.
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851-2303 or 476-9100

Models open Sat. & Sun, 11-4 pm.
SR or by appolntment

L %
FARMINGTON HILLS
Nico spacious large famlly homa with S bodrooms, 2% baths,
tamlly room, dining room, 2 fireplaces and magniicent yard
with solar hoatod pool and spa, watortall, inground trampoline
and astro turf putting greon. $138,500 (B-265) 851-2303
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BIAMINGHAM SCHOOLS
Theoo bedroom, brick ranch wiih lovely fonced yard. Full baso-
mont with sauna and showor, attached gurage. Cathedral cell-
Ings, carpet, central alr, nico condition. Hardwood fioors In
tiving room and 3 bodrooms, $64,500 (F-301) 540-6777 .

LATHRUP VILLAGE BE
FREE well
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$79,800 (R-173) 557-8700

ROCHESTER
1 651:3330

E
colonla), Spacious kitchon with eppliances, family room, fire-
placo, 2% baths, dining room, attic fan and attachod parage,

FOUR bodroom brick




