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MADD’s recommendation draws criticism

By Caooy Hans
statl wrltor

Monday was the flrst time OQak-
land County representatives from
MADD - Mothers Agalnst Drunk
Driving — were invited to share
thelr feellngs at a sentencing Involv-
ing a drunk driving casc in Oakland
County Circult Courc, according to
member Greg Bien. )

But Greg and Penny Blen's atten-
dance and thelr three-page letter
sent 10 the court — several days be-
fore senteneing — drew crlilcism

from the beneh, as Oakland County
Circult Court Judge Norman Lippitt
prepared to sentence Laurz Pinls, o
24, of Birmlngham, for ncgligent
homicfde in the deaths of Vanessa
and Lara Carlont of West Bloomtleld
Township. The sisters were klited In
March 1985 when the veblele in
which they were rlding was hit head-
on by Plnls’ vehlele.

Penny Blen, current presldent of
the Ozkland County MADD Chapter,
and her husband Greg co-authored a
letter to Lippett, volclng thelr disa-
greement with his verdict for Pinis,

who received two years' probatlon
and a slx-month work release fail
sentence for her part in the Carioni
eaths. .
“We do not agree with your decl-
sion to reduce the original charges
from manslaughter to negligent
homicide and dropplng the felonlous
driving charges entirely,” the letter
said. “If we grant drunk drivers the
assumption that they ‘dldn’t know
any better because they were too
drunk,’ we can forget the progress
that has been made In the last five
years and let the carnnge on the
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Two West Bloomfiold sisters were killed while riding in this car on Farmington Road, south

of 14 Mile, in March 1985.

Woman sentenced in fatal car crash
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involving a drunk driver,

She asked the court to consider
that “drunk driving Is not an acci-
dent, but a choice™ and called for “at
least a year in the county jail" for
Pinls.

Bien said she was “very dlsap-
polnted” after the sentenclng and
that she “didn‘t feel the victims were
glven a fair shake.”

A letter wrltten to Lippett after
his verdict by Bicn and her husband,
Greg Bien, drew harsh, verbal critl-
cism from the judge for their disa-
greement with his findings in the
case,

FOLLOWING A non-jury trial,
Lippltt found Pinis not gullty of
laughter charges and

her of negligent homicide. In addi-
tion to probation and jall time, Plnis

will pay $400 In court costs and
serve a minimum of 200 hours of
communlty service work, according
to L}llppm's sentence.

The "

“You are a person who has made a
horrlble mistake.”

Pinis was also lnjured in the
March 1985 accident as were South-

on a
negligent homicide convlction is up
to two years In jail, Lippltt sald. Un-
der the work-release program, Pinls
will serve her time in the Qakland
County Jail on nights and weekends.

Pinls told the court before her sen-
tenclng she was “very sorry” and
added, “] too have sufiered physical-
ly as well as emotionally” because of
the incident.

"During his sentencing, Lippitt sald
he dld not belleve Pinls would repeat
her actlons, and called the incident
“anisclated but fateful act,”

““Ms. Pinis, there’s no questlen,, . .
you were deunk,” the judge said. “1
did not permlt sympathy for the vic-
tims or prejudlee for you to Influ-
ence my decision,

field Brian Smith, then 17,
and driver of the LeCar, and Michae]
Altman, who was 16 at the time of
the collislon and a passenger with
the Carlonl sisters,

Charles Slrols of South!fleld, 24 at
the time of the collislon and 2 pas-
senger in Pinls® car, was treated for
a broken arm at Botsford General
Hospital In Farmington Hills and re.
leased, according to pollce reports.

All blood test resulls from the ac-
cident were returned negatlve, ex-
cept for Plnis', according to police,
who declined to reveal her blood al-
cohol level. Sirols was not tested,
since he was not driving; no hospital
blood records were available.

Juan and Beatriz Carloni have one
other chitd — a spn, Alex, Juan Car-
ioni Is an area physlcian,

highway continue unchecked.”

The Blens said there were ''very
good reasons for glving severe son-
tences for erime such as thls,” and
spoke of the “callous disregard of
the victims in the judieial process,”

LIPPITT SPOKE directly to the

‘Blens preceding his sentencing, say-

ing that “personal loss must add to
your zealousness” and that he “can’t
personally feel the hurt and sorrow.”
The Blens lost a son to a drunk driv-

er.
But the judge took exception to

what he felt were strong words In
the Biens' letter. “I do not op)
your right to come before the court,”
he sald, ‘but I do resent some of the
things set forth in this letter, I resent
the attack on me and my colleagues
and the falrest system of justice on
this globe,

“You have no right to tell this
court how to declde a case, or to In-
terfere with a declsion.”

Greg Blen felt “we were brought
up here {0 be apanked publicly,” and
sald he doesn’t understand how their

letter interfered in the fudicial sys.. -
tem. . -
"He Invited our input,” he added,
“I don't see why we got that kind of a*
blast, What I was trylng to do was’ *
glve.him a victim's perspectiveof." '
what happened.” T
The Blens sald they have written
Jetters in the past, but have never. *
recelved such a response. They die
attempting to set up a meetlng with *
Lippitt to discuss the sltuatlon, and *
possible repercusslons to futurc:
drunk driving cases and the involve-
ment of the MADD organtzation. .

DISCOVER LAUDER FOR MEN, JULY 26, 10 A.M..5 P.M., BIRMINGHAM
Achleve a new outlook on skincare with a professlonal skin analysls and
treatment tips to clean, shave, comfort and scent your skin. In Cosmetics, near
convenient Chester Street parking and store extrance. For your

appoiniment, call 644-6900, extension 347. .

Jacobson's

Apparol Store, Birmingham

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Express* Card.

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Filday

Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday
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savelol [g Jul " KTATPHONEGENTER  METROOPTICAL OF OAKPARK
Jo BASKIN ROBBINS MODERN BAKERY
THE BOOK BEAT
BREADBASKETDEL  ONEHOURMARTINZING
ASP SUPER MARKET PERRY'S DRUG STORE
Hay Diddlo Diddle COMING SOON] PERRY COMFORT CARE
the cat and the flddle...
your SAVINGS will Jump CHECKERB-B-Q THEPRINT HOUSE
to tho MOON! COATS UNLIMITED RADIO SHACK -
DETROIT EDISON RICHARDS BOYS & GIRLS WEAR
CUSTOMER OFFICE :
KING LIM'S GARDENS SHERMAN'S FOOT CARE CENTER
LINCOLNBARBERSHOP S DRAFT OFFICE SUPPLIES
LINCOLN KOSHERMEATS & POULTRY WINKELMANS
MAGIC TOUCH BEAUTY SALON MARIANNE-PLUS
10%% at Graenfiald e Qak Park

Annual Summer

Sale

our famous brand name clothing has been sale priced to
insure genuine savings. .

Suits & Sportcoats
20% +o 50% ore

Cricketeer » LeBaron Kingaridga « Botany
500 » Stanley Blacker » Paim Beach
3B Shortto52Long

Athlete’s Suits
10% ro 50% orr

3810 52 Shorts & Extra Longs d1se avallable

Dress Slacks -
25 % OFF

— Summer weight, by Jaymar Sans-A-Belt

~— Cotton Casual Slacks — Stretch Berumdas E

— Large Selectlon of Long Rise =
M — Lengih Tailorad Froo—

Golf Shirts 25 % orr

Summer Dress Shirts & Ties * Sport Shirts »
Shorts * Swimwear Alt Sale Pricod

Lady Cricketeer suits &
Sportcoats 20 TO 50% OFF

Pre-Season Bonus!
Yellow Tags Denote Special Savings
on New Fall Merchandise

FLGF&W Own Custom Talloring Shop

Men's ?vomeuﬁ custom filtings regardioss whoro

items aro purchased,
' ‘ MEN'S SHOP.

HOME OF THE ATHLETE'S BUSINESS SUIT

349'3677 Thurs.%ﬂyl};."(]?ﬂ p.m.

120 E. Main Street
Northville -

Save now, during our Storewide Summer Clearance Sale. All




