March of Dimés has
new poster child, 5B

Man who helped =
shape city dies, 1 1A
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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington area
connection, send a note to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

SHE wins national
recognition.

A drawling entitled “Turtle,”
dane by Farmlington Hits
kindergarten student Cheryl
Cunningham, was published in
the June edltion of “Highlights
for Children,” an international
children’s publication.

Cheryl Is the daughter of
James Cunningham and Gloria
Cunnlngham, Her favorite
hobbies are “collecting ‘M.
Books’ and collecting dolls,”
she sald, She wants tobe a
teacher.

Cheryl is a student at Eagle
Elementary. }

Highlights was founded 39
years ago and circulates to
chlldren 2-12 years old
throughout the world.

AND the survey says. . .-

Farmington HIilS residents
and businesses reccivad an
oplnlon survey on the quality of
city roads last week.

Published by the Department
of Public Services, the survey Is
deslgned to determine major
concerns about major roads, be
they widening, surface or
congestion problems.

Futurc cvaluation and
scheduling of necessary road
improvements will be based on
survey results, City offlctals
urge residents and buslnesses to
respond to Lhe survey by
Friday, Aug. 1.

COOLING oft,
Farmington will buy three
new alr-conditioning units and

colls

Monday, July 28, 1986
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Farm

ington’s

library usage

By Joannas Maliszewsk|
staff writer

Farmington-arez residents have
outstripped natlonal averages in
thelr use of llbrary scrvices, accord-
ing to a llbrary use study.

Conducted by Nordhaus Research
Inc. of Southfleld, the study Is a com-
ponent of a flve-year action plan
being developed by llbrary offlclals,

@
O-year
plan in
works

By Joanno Mallezewski
staft wrltor

Residents arc not the only group
that wil be surveyed to complete
the Farmlngton Community Li-
brary’s flve-year action plan.

For the first time {n almost three
years, staff at both the Farmington
and Farmington Hills branch will be
surveyed In August.

“The staff works closely with pa-
trons, and they have an inslde ap-
proach to what people want or think
should be improved — inadequate
lighting, scating,” Library Director
Beverly Papal sald,

The results of a residents’ survey
conducted in spring by Nerdhaus Re-
scarch Inc. of Southfield, as well as
results of the staff survey will be In-
cluded in the llbrary's flve-year ac-
tion plan.

The plan was requested last year
by Farmington and Farmington
HIls city councils, which finance the
llbrary system based on cach city’s
total state equalized valuation.

The completed five-year plan is

ted and ap-

from D&G Heating and Cooling
at a cost of $9,850 for use at the
City Hall. Encrgy savings are
projected at 2¢ percent.

‘The units will will replace
three 24-ycar-old units, one of
which has falled. “They are

. Installed in a way that makes
access difficult and costly. The
expected life of the units s 20

. years so the frequency of
failures can be expected
increase,” Clty Manager Robert
Deadman said.

‘The new units wil be
Installed on the roof to
facilitate maintenance and free

" up basement storage space, he
added.

TUBE talk.

Alter belng a writer for the
Tonlght Show and Johnny
Carson for two years, Al Jean
has become a story edltor for
the ABC comedy, -
“Sledgechammer,” premiering
this fall.

Jean and co-writer Mike
Relss have also written an
episode for another new ABC
comedy, “Head of the Class.”

Jean plans to be In
Farmington Hills In August for
the weddlng of fellow 1877
Farmington Harrison High
School graduate Mark
Lichterman. .

FOOTNOTES: Onc year
ago this week — After months
of planning and numerous
delays, the $11.5-milllon
expansion project at Botsfo
General Hospital in
Farmington Hills is under way.
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proved by the Library Board of
Trustees in December, In January
1987, Papal is expected to present
the plan ta both clty councils.

ESPECIALLY BECAUSE of bud-
getary planning, the clty councils re-
quesied the plan so that future l-
brary needs could be documented
and serve as a guideline for future
long-lerm planning, Papal said.

A third survey will also be con-
ducted in October, This survey will
include those patrons who “actually
come n the huitdings," Papal said.
Surveys will be available in both
branches. An example of the type of
questions that will be asked is if a
patron requests a book, how long it
takes to recelve the book U it must
be ordered from another library in
the Wayne-Oakland Library Federa-

tion,

It is one weck of Intensive statls.
tical gathering,” Papal sald. “We are
also going to ask people to leave ma-
terlals (they have used) out on the

phenomenal’

The five.year
plan was request-
cd by Farmington
and  Farmington P3¢
Hills clty councils,
which = jointly
finance the two-
branch library
system, Library
Director Beverly
Papai sald.

“It's good to Beverly Papal
have an unblased approach. What we
found was extremely interesting,”
Papal sald about the study. The
study’s format consisted of tele-
phone surveys of 300 Farmington
and Farmington Hllls residents bes
tween May 29 and June 2.

The study’s results revealed that
six out of every 10 resldents sur-
veyed possess a library card while
one out of three surveyed do not.
Yet, 13 percent of those who do not

ssess a library card still use the
library and elther borrow somecone
elsc's card or have others borrow
materials for them, Papal said.

“We're then looking at a 73 per-
cent usuage, That's phenomenal.
Forty to 50 percent use — the na-
tional average is considered
high,” Papai sald.

RESULTS ALSO showed that 80

pereent of the residents who have li- -

brary cards called ‘themselves fre-
quent llbrary users. Twenty-three
percent of those who do not have
cards said they are frequent library
users.

Interestingly, 90 percent of these
surveyed who do not use the library
sald they felt the system was none-
theless very important to the com-
munity. Almost every adult sur-
veyed who had children at home felt
the lbrary was at least somewhat
Important, Papal sald.

Although the Nordhaus survey is
only one component of the five-year
plan, Papal sald the results 'will jus-
tify some Internal approaches we
are going to use." .

For ecxample, survey results
showed residents want Improve-
ments in three major areas — refere
ence services, increased number of
books for adults and more programs
for children. .

“As far as Improving reference
services, we have to declde what
that means,” Papal sald.

But plans are In the works to im-
prove the library system's reference
collection, Improving he staff's
ablilty to respond to publlc reference
needs and questions wilf also be
worked on this year with workshops
and semlnars,

A NEW staff member who will be
assigned to the reference desk will
also be a great help, Papat sald. Sur-
vey resulls also show there's no
doubt (hat children's library needs
are of great concern to residents,
Nordhaus study results together with
reports from GEAC — the library's
automated circulation system —
show that 39 percent of all materials
checked out of the lbrary are for
children, Papal said. -

Consequently, & greater portion —
30 percent compared to a previous
20-22 percent — of the library’s
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8y Casey Hun-
staff writer

There was a time when not ev-
eryone saw Thomas Cox as the

Commander Thomas Cox, with daughters Brooke, 4, (left) and Tara, §, along the side-
| walk in front of their Farmington home.

i On balance
Officer also is a family man

young cadet, lice
officer or top Investigating detee-
tive and commander he is today.

Working on a two-year, three-
city apeclal asslgnment as an un-
dercover offlcer beglaning in 1874
was an “emotional high” for the 35-
year-old Farmington resident and
17-year Farmington Department of
Publle Safely veteran — one he
Just can't describe with words,

“You've got to be there to ultl-
mately understand,” he said.

-He {elt the sting of stereolyping
as an undercover agent. Cox wore

long halr and street clothes. He
knew when he entered a store, se-
curlty officers would follow him
and eye him with susplcion.

Today, he belleves the two years
he spent undercover, when more
than 1,000 arrests werd made for
felony crimes, were very success-
ful years, .

And he learned personally from
them,

'OLICE WORK “fits into my
life very well,” Cox said. Although

Blizman paces candidate ﬂspending

By Joanne Mal
statf writar

ewakl

Polltical newcomer Paul Blizman
spent the most in campalgn expenses
of the three candidates who vied for
two scats on the Farmington Board
of Education this spring.

In his first bid for election, Bllz.
man was defeated when Incumbents

law to flle pre- and post-election
finance reports with the elections
clerk if they collect or spend more

school board volers. 1 thought it -

{(sceking election) was Important
enough "lo do It (spend. more than

than $1,000, Fallure to report results 2 600).
ximum.

in a $10-a-day fine up to a ma
of §300. . )
Rolnlck and Inch were fot re-
quired to file use they did not

receive or spend more than $1,000.
ah recelved a total of $2,398

Blizm:
Janlce Rolnick and R.-Jack Iach-—and spent a total of $2,266, leaving a

were re-clected to thelr third four-
year terms on the school board.

Yet Blizman, 45, a Southfield at.
torney, was the only candidate who,
recelved and spent more thaa $1,000,
according to election finance reports
{iled with the Oakland County clec-
ticns clerk in early July.

G are required by state

balance of about $132, according to
finance reports,

“1 HAD a budgeted figure I ex-
pected it would cost ta go against in-
cumbents,” Blimman sald. “I was
running against two lncumbents 80 1

Bllzman considers his election ex-
penses “‘as an Investment of the fu-
ture — getting my name and posi-
tions out {o the voters” in caso he
decides to run for election agaln.

Yet Blizman sald he's uncertaln:
whether he would have been any
more successful in trylng to defeat
incumbents If “he had spent move.
money.

Blizman's war chest was spent on

advertlsing, postage, typueldng,

had to get my out to vot-

ers, actually more than just the

, typlng fecs,

AANDY BORST/atatf photogeapher

TR R ST 2T TN

“I doubt I will be a career police
offlcer, when I retire, knowlng I
did 110 percent, that's not being a
qultter.”

A varlety of crime affects resi-
dents all over the country, regard.
less of area. "Crime has no bounda-
rles,” he reminds those he serves,

“Peaple are finding it (crime) Is
more of a pricrity than the tax is-
sue . . . than housing, or than jobs.
People are fighting back. People
are willlng to pay the price,” he
sald. .

He sald the more cltizens be-
come {nvolved, the casler it makes
his job. “I feel that I have someone
on my team,” Cox added. “It's im-
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Clagsilieds. .Sectlons C,D CLASSIFIEDS
Crossword puzzle . . .6C Classified makesa good
Entertainment . . . . .4B dollars and sense. Get the
Obltvaries . . . . . . 11A most for your monay-buy
Ontheagenda. . ... 11A or gall classified.
Police/tirecalls . . . .4A - 591-0900
Shoppingcart . . . . . 1c Mast Viea
Short takes3A Use Your MasterCard of
Sports. . .. ....1-2B
Suburbanlite . . . .5-88
Newsline . . . .477-5450
Sportsline . . .501-2300
Home dellvery. .591-0500
Claesitied line. .591-0800

and catering.




