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Tuesday vote

HE PURPOSE of the primary
clection Tuesday is to allow
voters the opportunity to nom-

. inate a candidate from each
major party for public offices. Voters
will also select candidates from the
non-partisan section of the ballot.

In a few races, candidates are unop- .

posed In the primary and the general
election.

+ The recommendations presented here
are based on our knowledge of a candl-
date’s record and experience in govern-

ill narrow
lection race

legislators; we are famillar with Col-
leen Engler’s work In the state House.

In the GOP race we believe Danicl
Murphy and Colleen Engler are the
most knowledgeable candidates and ef-
ther would make a fine cholce for gov-
ernor.

Although her campalgn has been
hampered by lack of money, Engler is
an asset to the Michigan GOP, She is
articulate and offers solutfons to prob-
lems.

r as an effl.

ment, resp to quest and
answers at public election forwns and,
in most cases, personal Interviews.

“An endorsement is an informed rec-
ommendation, made with first-hand
knowledge — It is not an attempt to
plek a winner. Many voters go to the
polls without having any contact with
the candidates. We have met them. We
have reported on their activities,

. The Democratic and Republican
winners Tuesday will face each other,
along with candidates from other minor
political partfes and non-partisan races
in the general election in November,

‘The importance of Tuesday's election
is that the winners in some races will be

Murphy, longtime Oakland County
3 a

cient, no-nonsense administrator, He
has worked hard and has been an effec-
tive leader. Because of his administra-
tive experlence, we believe Murphy has
an edge in the race,

In other races we endorse:

Jessica Cooper and Lawrence Ternan .

for Oakland County Circuit Court judge.
Cooper has broad legal experience

and has been a judge in Southfield's 46th

District Court for the last seven years.

Ternan, city attorney for Rochester
Hills, has practiced law for 21 years, He
has the kind of expertise that would
broaden the court’s range of skills.

I Oakland County Commis.

the winners in N b

.. We also remind readers that Tues-
day's ballot is a party-nomination pro-

cess. Therefore, voters must select one
party or the other; voters in the Demo-
t':‘rnlhi primary cannot cast votes in the

sioner David Moffitt in the 15th district.
Moffitt is completing his first term on
the county commission. He has a thor-
ough knowledge of county and local is-
sues. The Birmingham resident Is also
the elected GOP commissioners’

an entire baliot.

~Because of the nature of this year’s
GOP gubernatorial primary, the Ob-
server & Eeccentric Is endorsing the
state contest for the first time.

: Three of the candidates, Richard
Chrysler, William Lucas and Danlel
Murphy, live and work in this newspa-
per corporation’s circulation area, We
iave covered them extensively
throughout their political and business
carcers. Because we cover local state

columm, for le. Tick-
et-splitting will void

to the county Republican
Executive Committee.

In the 21st Ozkland County Commis-
slon district, Democrat Alexander Peri-
noff and Republican Douglas Soko-
lowski deserve voters’ confidence.

Perinoft has the benefit of 18 years'
experience as a commissloner and
plenty of community involvement to
make him an effective representative
to the board. Sokolowski has adminis-
trative tralning and a record of clvic in-
volverfient.

M

Keeping up with government

->LOOKING FOR information about
Slate government? The League of
Women Voters hag a toll-free telephone

(1-800-292-5823) that may be
Helpful. )

” .
"iThe league’s Citizen Information
Center In Lansing offers to help people
Hnd out about such things as pending
ltgislation, the state constitution, elec-

tion laws, voting regulations or tax in- -
formation.

‘The telephone is answered from 10:30
@.m. {0 3:30 p.m. weekdays.

‘The telephone service is pald for by
the league’s education fund. The League
of Women Voters is a non-profit organ-
ization that works to keep voters inter-
ested and informed about gav 1
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Judicial arrogance
A sickness that threatens justice

It's the arrogance that gets to you.
I'm talking about the arrogance that
has grown up and around the judiciary
in this country,

Black robes and all, you get the feel-
that these men and women think
they're doing God’s work and heaven
help those who.dare question a judg-
ment or the process by which a judg.
ment is made,

That was the situation recently in the

Oakland County eclrcuit courtroom of
Judge Norman Lippitt.
" Lippitt was sitting in judgment of a
woman who was charged In the drunk
driving deaths of two sisters — Lara
and Vanessa Carioni,

It was an emotional ease, for sure,
Two young sisters, 15 and 16, killed ina
head-on collision by a drunk driver, A
family left in “desclation and lonell-
ness." That's the way the sister's father,
Juan Carionl, described his family's
feelings.

NOW THAT'S an understandable
emotion to most folks, including the
thousands who have joined in the battle
to rid the road of drunk drivers. Known
as MADD (Mothers Against Drunk

Driving), this group has done more than
any other to awaken our country to a
national catastrophe — thousands of
families vi d by drunk.driving

ues.

2 Feoding our feathared friends in sul
< hard work ralsing thelr young In a
-can make mom and dad birds’
"the bables.

mmer Is sbod loglc, Some species have
competitive suburban enviro
dining casler, they have more anergy to feed

-

nment. f you

deaths,

g Steve .
Barnaby

Imagine that, 400 lousy bucks in ex-
change for two lives. What a farce,
Jjudge. A bad call, real bad.

IN HIS sentencing, the’ judge noted
that he didn’t permit sympathy for the
victims to influence his decision.

No kidding.

To add Injury to insult, Lippitt found
it 'y to scold the Blens because

At first commended by the legal pro-
fesslon for its effort, MADD has nudged
its way under the nerve endings of
many judges who are being bird-dogged
by the group,

Lippitt is one of those who seems an-
noyed, ° T

MADD representatives Greg and
Penny Bien made a dramatic plea to
Lippitt, urging him to take into consid-
eration the “callous disregard of vic-

- timsin the judicial system.”

Severce sentencing, they said, would
demenstrate that drunk.driving deaths
are being taken serfously by the courts,

Neither plea from family nor MADD
did Lippitt heed. - -

‘The sentence — two years probation,
six months in a work-release jail pro-
gram, $400 In court costs and 200 hours
of community service work.

NATURE BOY, my for co-
lumnist Tim Nowicki, surprised me
with one of hig missives a year ago.

We long have stocked a bird feeder in
winter along the fence outside the
kitchen window, but Nowicki suggested
feeding our feathered friends In sum-
mer, too, and with good logic,

Some species have hard work raising

im
ichard

thelr young In a competitive

their own

environment. If you can make mom and
dad birds’ dining easler, they have more
energy to feed the babies,

IT WORKED, and with one of our fa-
vorite songbirds — the cardinal,

One bright day in June, we began
stocklng our feeder with sunflower
sceds, Soon father cardinal and four 1it-
tle fellers showed.np to ';“'!,e'

z seeds,

For a spell they could be intimidated
away from the feeder by an adult spar-
row, In recent days, however, even the
young cardinals’can scare off the spar-

TOWS.
A bird feeder Is a paradise for per-

sonality study. There is a pecking order,
Just like at a country club cocktail par-
ty or a Demooratic convention. Bigger,
older, more important birds like the
adult kles get thelrs first,

Father cardinal a
seed, extracted the meat and popped it
down the eager gullet of one youngster
who shared the feeder rall with him,

No. 2 youngster sat atop the feeder
and got his seed a minute later.

No. 3 on the fence and No. 4 on a
small tree branch were duly fed,

1

SHORTLY AFTER the Fourth of
July, the youngsters:-began cracking

The fun comes as baby birds learn
they're tough enough to take control of
the feeder from adults of other species.
It we forget to feed them, they sit on
the rail and bawl us out like drill
-sergeants. - :

BIRD WATCHING becomes more
and more fun as our once-sunbaked
suburb develops,

the judge resented “the attack on me
and my colleagues and the fairest sys.
tem of justice.”

He went on to say, “you have no right
to tell this court how to decide a case, or
to Interfere with a declsion.”

- Well, judge, we do have a right.

‘You really ought to remember that in *
this “fairest system™ judges are elected, :
and unelected, by folks like the Biens ;
and the Carionis and the rest of us out :
here who resent judicial arrogance and *
who want judges on the bench who have :

a }it}le more sympathy for victims.

" That's how the people make judicial
decisions in this country — at the ballot *

box,

We'll make sure that we put your
name on the lisl of honor along with :

Wayne County Circuit Judge Charles

Kaufman who sat on the Vincent Chin |

case and who thought probation was :
good enough for someone who took an- -

other’s life,

Feathered friends need a summer snack

We're ploneer residents — the first

and only householders on our lot, That's
the definition of a pioneer,

For a few years, there was a corn.
field behind us, and a glant groundhog

tunneled in the side of the hill. Beau the °

Head Poodle (1964-80) would . amuse
himself for hours excavating ‘the

groundhog’s tunnel into an open trench :

in ntu frenzied attempt to catch a ban-
quet. . i

A balldozer came along onc day, flat-
tened -the cornfield and demolished
Beau's and the groundhog’s digs. Rab-
bits and most of the birds disappeared,
00,

- i
BUT NOW that our bushes ard blg
enough to provide nesting spots, the
birds are coming back. And we're help.
ing nature a bit by tilting the food bal-
ance in favor of young cardinals,

- Beau's spot In the household has heen
filled for the past five years by Kirsten,
a comical, curlous, courageous
Norweglan elkhound. I have to drive her
4 few miles to hunt four-footed game.
Although birdlife

1y

wild animals aren't as plentlful ag {n the
ploneer days, when Beau ruled the sub-
divislon,

e 15 richer than ever, ~




