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on tax ab

By Tim Richard
stalf wrlter

The four Republicans running for
governor are sharply split over
whether Michigan should continuc to
give property tax breaks to new
business construction.

- Businessman Richard Chrysler
likes them. Hls Cars & Concepls
head: ters In rural L
County benefitted from one.

State Rep. Colleen Engler sup-
ports much of a reform blll favored
by clty officials,

Oakland County Execulive Danlel
T. Murphy said “we wouldn’t nced
'?m at atl" If the state were competl-
tive.

Wayne County Executive Whliam
Lucas sces as harmful
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Chryster Engler
ters bullding, and It added 179 new
jobs to the economy,” he sald.

His rlvals in the Aug. 5 primary
had no chance to answer and were
intervlewed sepavately by this news.
paper.

ENGLER, A fourth-term state

and would like a drastic modiflea-
tion.

CITIES AND townships may grant’

praperty tax abatements of 50 per-
cent for 12 years to lure new busl-
nesses.

Many delegates to the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments
look at abatements as “greenmall.”
They Iear they arc giving away the
tax revenue they need to serve those
new businesses,

Two reform ideas are belng dis-
cussed by legislators: 1) Limiting use
of abatements to older cities for
redevelopment, or to cltles which
have had vacant land zoned for busi-
ness for many years; 2) glving abate-
ments only to primary employers
Hke industrlal plants, not te second-
ary employers llke hotels and ham-
burger stands.

In one instance, the new clty of
Auburn HIls has found itself the de-
fendant in 2 lawsult brought by the
old city of Pontiac for using an
abatement to win a new stadlum
1hat would lure away a major sports
{enant from Pontlac’s Silverdome.

CIRYSLER WAS asked about
abatements in a televised debate
sponsored by the League of Women
Voters.

“Abatements don't cost the tax-
payers any moncy at all," said the
43-year-old businessman. He said his
company was paying $12,000 a year
in taxes on a vacant parcel when the
Green Oak Townshlp board awarded

Tepr from Mount Pleas-
ant, favored allowing elder citles to
use abatements for redevelopment.

But as for limiting them to Indus-
trinl projects, Engler, 34, sald, “No
= hamburger stands are needed in
Inner cltles, too.”

Murphy, 62, said he wouldn't Imit
abatements —-“I'd do away with
them completely.

“We need to reform workers
comp, unemployment comp, liabllity
insurance and seme of those things.
If we could get competitive, we
wouldn't need "em at all.”

LUCAS DISPUTED Chrysler's
contentlon that abatements cost
nothing.

P hopefuls split
atement

“I have watched abatements have
an effect on county revenue, con-
trary to what has been sald,” replled
Lucas, 59, a three-term sherlff and
one-term Wayne County exccutlve.

“The county has no say In (grant-

“ing)lt.

“I have no problem with granting
abatements, but they need to be
tightly controlled.” He objects to
plants’ getting a 12-year abatement
and moving out In the 13th year,

In Lucas’ thinklng, a firm given an
abatement would pay its full tax bill,
but the governmental agency would
hold the abatement portion in es-
crow, If the firm stayed In Michigan,
the escrow account would be gradu.
ally repaid,

But a firm that moved eut would
forfeit the abatement.

Lucas would not otherwise restrict
a flrm from moving, as suggested by
some Democratle Jawmakers.

Ford’s $100,000

to clean

Ford Divislon of Ford Motor Co.
has given $100,000 to Michigan
Youth . Corps to assist a cleanup
project on the Rouge Rlver,

1 ov. James J. Blanchard
looking on, divisional general mac-
keting manager Ross H. Roberts
presented the check to James Mur-
ray, president of Friends of the
Rouge, and representatives of the
Michlgan Yeuth Corps.

The ceremony was held at the
Heory Ford Fairlane Estate on the
Ui of

him an In
1984,
“By 1996 we will have paid

$120,000 in taxes for the headquar-

rhorn
Cam;

pus,
“With this $100,000 donation, an
additlonal 100 young men and wom-

Rouge

en will be employed by the Youth
Corps to clear logs and other debris
from the banks of the Rouge River in
Wayne County this summer,” sald
Youth Corps spokesman Kelley Dav-

“Earlier this year,” Roberts said,
“Ford cantributed $50,000 to Friends
of the Rouge, a private, non-profit
group dedicated to restoration of the
river, Ford Division velunteers from
the Renaissance Center offlce staff
participated in a cleanup project on
July 8.

“Rouge Rescue '86 s one of three
cleanup projects undertaken by Ford
this year.”

OW.C

26Tk
T

i
7kl

§ children with
safe, secure, and loving eavironme

all traine

righterFuty
M""qf’l,?i‘)llxng nyou

s, have justone  Inthe

§ STRAA NG

ture

v
nt needs, and v
where children can grow, Our staff, s

Visit the centers listed below,

Or call for our free information
aboul our
trition, exercise,

exam that meas

vidual altention and suppaort.

Kinder-Care's unique
“Learning Ladder” helps
prepare your child for a
brighter future.
Whether your child
weeks? as eager g

from a1 good hot lunch each dlay to indli

young as 6
eae-old

preschooler, ur s high-spirited asa

a

how well prepared
first grade, Rinder-Care children
scored higher than the national
average.

Give your child an early start
—come in to Kinder-Care
todny,

“The best way 1o leam more about
Kinder-Care is 10 visit us, Call the
center pearcst you o agrange a tour,

KinderCaré

KindenCare Learning Centees,
Quality care for children
fancy* throuth 12 years,
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.  Kinder-Care Learning Centers in yol;r area:

51495 Coolide Road 20678 Silver Springs Drive 97373 Dequindre Road 25354 Evergreen Road 20721 Six Mile Rund
R MR AT P T Sint Southfield, M1 48075 Livomia, MI 48152
BIVGE-BI80 V381589 AN3528-9111 NYI57-3300 3134210830

47703 Joy Rond 45600 Joy Raad 226 Meadowfield Drive 28190 Farmington Road

\\'\'«ﬂ:m(" M148185  Plymouth, M1 38170 R]udl(‘ li. M1 48063 ]“A‘Iﬂl\[njz;%ﬂ(l) s, MI 48018

33 ] B13455 0 Kik} 735 .

Forinformation on other KinderCarc locations call 1.800-551-1500,
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SPECTACULAR SAVINGS ON:
* One of a Kind Factory Discontinued

Waterbeds and Furniture o

¢ Floor samples« Scratch & Dents

20% OFF ALL

dasigner, velvet and satin bedspreads.
Absolutely the area's largest selection of
waterbed sheets and bedspreads

with any waterbed purchese
your cholce:

Ong set of satin shests. Includes

top sheel, bottom sheet, 2 piifoweasos

or
2 bod plllows with mottross pad

or .
waterbed massage unit

o '3240 Orchard Lake Rd. *
Orchard Lake .- -
1681-6700

4242°E.8 Mile Rd.:
. - Detrolt .
891-1666

Get an education that'll get
‘you ajob or mave you further
ahead in your present one.
Salnt Mary's College .
Orchard Lake offers a
Bachelor of Business
Administration degree as
wall as four others, with
majars In Business
Administration, Computer
Science, and 11 more; and
day, evening and weekend
classes for the full or
part-time student,

Located 17 miles northwast
of Datroit in scenic
Orchard Lake, Saint Mary's
College is a four-year,
accredited, Independent,
liberal arts college. We
have so much more to offer
than Just a beautiful
campus. Call us for more
information or to arrange a
tour. Take a closer look at
Salint Mary’s College.
You're going to fike what
you see.

Admlsslons Office
Saint Mary's College
Orchard Lake, Ml 48033
(313) 682-7128

ﬁ o cloasn 4,4

A WORKING EDUCATION

SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE+Orchard Lake




