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The barn was never known by any other name than Just "the barn,” used as a church by 80 Presbyterian familles who pur-
chased lhn atmcluxo on five acres of property In 1955,

Church barn

‘Rustic landmark succumbs to the wrecker

By Victoria Day Nafjar
speclal wrlter

Early this month the orlginal First
Presbylerian Church of Farmlington,
a barn, was démolished,

“It had gone full cycle,” sald Reta
Musshamer, longtime church mem-
. ber, “it represented n )ife history of
" many Farmington famllles.”

In 1955, approximately 80 Farm-
ington Presbyterlan famllles pur-

- chased five dcres of land at 11 Mile
- and Farmlngton Roads. Chureh ser-

gamenseas
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vices were conducted In the struc-
ture on the propcny known slmply
as “the barn,”

“We lovingly called it the barn,”
said Mosshamer, “even when we
worshipped there.”

‘The minister, Richard Gelger, who
also was an

was the slte of many baptisms,
weddings, funerals and church socl-

als,

“Many a chlld that was baptised in
that barn was marrled in the
church,” sald Mosshamer,

‘THE BARN was cool in summer,
windows allowed the

Interlor of the barn, Church mcm-
bers made his design a reality: they
rebuilt the Interior of the barn and
made adjustments to the exterior.
The result was a sanctuary which
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breeze to pass and cozy and warm In
winter during candlellt services, re-
called Mosshomer. The barn had a
balcony in which church members
could sit during Sunday services and
a sacristy, with a slde entrance for
the minister. As church membership
flourlshed, a second Sunday worship
service was added,

After constructlon in 1981 of the
present First Presbyterfan Church of
Farmington, the barn was the loca-
tion of many youth basketbalt
games, summer church school class-

s or seasonal gathcrlngs. such as
Easter egg cotering.

A large hall, named Fellowship
Hall, was ndded to the church In
1972, rendering the barn obsolete for
most church gatherings.

“Renavation would be more ex-
penslve than current use could justi-

Thursday, July 31, 1886 OLE
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Falling down ‘
Cike astrofe vietim :
A vietim of weakness and old ag&

Down, lostn . gone
Dust and bro j{&ss ash
Heaps o brofen wof y
To be swept avay

To be remembered
for its sanctuar i
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As one remembers

A friend of [En_gsmm{ ng yooarness

Gone ...
But not forgotten.
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fy,” sald Edgar member

of the church's property
which ordered the demolition of the
barn. Mosshamer sald the fleor and
roof needed extenslve work; it was
also thought that the barn might bea
fire hazard.

Demolitlon took about 4¢ minutes
and cost approximately $4,000.

The barn wlli be remembered for
Its rustic charm, its historic value,
and most of all ag the site of many
meaningful congregational gather-
ings of members of the First Presby-
terlan Church of Farmington,
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On-tookers described the structure as “going poof” during the
demolition {at left and above) that took 40 minutes.
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