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Casa Armando’s proves to be a cozy hldeaway

Your lravcuna taster visits
area eateries and rates themona
100-point scnlc. Up to 30 points
are awarded which

bright and pleasing. Several other
restaurants have been located In the
bullding but the interior has been
d and it seems

includes gcm:ral atmosphere-and
service; 55 points for food, and 15
points for pricc/value rating. A
total count of 59 points or less in-
dicates a restaurant is not rec-
ommended; 60-74 points signify
from passing to good; 75-89 points
designate very good with some
extraordinary features; and 90-
100 points show that a very spe-
cial dining experience awaits
you,

CASA ARMANDO'S, 29200 Or-
chard Lake Road, Farmington Hills
(626-2982), was recommended by
Mr. D.W., a rcader from Birming-
ham. The restaurant, which has anly
been open for a few months, has a
Mexlcan tavern-ike appearance. It
is comfortable and clean with paper
placemats and a lively caseal atmos-
phere, The decor, although typical, is

that at last the site has a winner,
Rescrvations are not available and
dinner took about an hour and 20
minutes. General Atrmosphere —
15 points maximum. Points
awarded — 12,

Scrvice started out very well, The
staff ts extremely [riendly and gra.
cious. Qur waitress appeared as soon
as we were scated and took our
drink and appetizer orders. In fact,
the flrst half of our meal moved
right along. But something happencd
after our dinners had been served.
Water, which had come whenever
needed, was not brought, We could
not seem to get our table cleared;
and, In fact, we finally insisted that
the waitress take the remaing of our
drinks and dinner when she brought
the dessert. The last portion of our

meal took quite a bit longer than it
needed to. Sl the waitress was
helpful cven though the busing was

inexperlenced and at times inept.

Service — 15 points mazximum,
Points awarded — 9.

Margaritas are $2.75 each or $7.95
a hall pltcher. They were well pre-
pared, tangy and made with enough
liquor, Qur wnurw (and our reader)

sharp taste that makes paella so ap-
pealing. The flauta ($5.95), a deep
fried tortlila stuffed with chicken
and covered with guacamole and
sour cream, tasted like such Mexl-
can mixtures should. The food was
plentiful and the flauta was well sea-
soncd, The house speclal ($9.95) Is a
skirt stcak covered with Spanish
sauce with guacamole on the side. It
13 served with (wo dellelous cheese
The steak Itself was a

($4.95)
as an nppelizer. Thesc tortilla chips

. covered with beans, guacamote, sour

cream and cheese were dellcious.

They are well worth trying. The
hememade chips were alsa excellent
and the salsa sauce was hot and spl-
cy oas it should be, Drinks, Appetiz-
ers and Bread — 15 points maxi-
mum. Points awarded — 14,

The paella dinner ($13.95) was
loaded with seafood, but the rice was
a bit on the soggy slde, While the
dish was good, it lacked the clean,

pleasant surprise; its good flavar, es-
pecially combined with the gua-
camale, made it a hit. Entree, Veg-
etables and Garnishes — 30
points mazimum. Points award-
ed —25.

1f you like sopapillas, you'll enjoy
dessert here. These cookleslike chips
($1.75) were gencrously covered in
honey and cinnamon, If you want
somethlng clse, you're pretty much
out of luck, While most Mexican res-
taurants don’t feature a large des-
sert selection, some ice cream might
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D. Gustibus

be a nice addition here. Dessert —
10 points mazimum. Points
awarded —7.

Qur meal cost about $32 per cou-
ple with Up, bul we spent more on
food than would be usual because of
the spectal entrees we ordered in
place of the usual and less expensive
tacos, burrites, etc. Portlons were
generous, Thejfood was good and the
value was there, Price/Value — 15
point mazimum. Points awarded

A Countig For Taste — 100

points maximom. Total gpoints
awarded : 80, Casa Armando is a
welcome nddlllon to thg-northwest
scene. It 1s fine for couples and fami-
lles, young and old. ‘Thank you, Blr-
mingham reader, for cnm'ux it toour
attentlon,

D. Gustibus welcomcs your re-
actions, comments dnd sugges-
tions of favorite restqurants in
the Observer & Eccentric circula-
tion area. Write to D, Gustibus, in
care of Observer & Ectentric, En-
tertainment Departinent, P.O.
Box 3503, Birmingham 48012,

Duo offers favorites
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the show, Dinner and bar service are
available. Call 353-5170.

© JAZZTRIO

The George Benson Trio exhibits
Its Jazz style {rom 2-4 pam, Sunday,
Aug. 3 in the Center Court Somerset
Mall, 2801 W. Blg Beaver, Troy.
Open to the publle; free,

© ROBIN WILLIAMS

Comedian Robln Willlams per-
forms at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 3 In
the Royal Oak Busic Theatre. Tick-
ets are $17,75, For more Informatfon
call 546-7610. Tickets are available
at the Royal Oak Theatre box offlce,
Hudson's and Ticket World.

© ACCESS TO EXCESS

INXS appears at 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 5 at Meadow Brook Muslc Fes-
tival on the Oaklang U cam-

open for the headliners. Tickets are
$18.50, $13.50, avallable at Meadow
Brook box office, Royal Oak Music
Theatre boxolftce, Hudson's, Ticket
World, all AAA offices and J.C. Pen-
ney. To charge by phone, call 377+
2010. No bottles or cans allowed Into
the concert area,

©® REED SOLO

“Walk on the Wild Slde” with Lou
Reed at 8 pm, Wednesday, Aug, € at
Meadow Brook Music Festival on
the Oakland Universlty campus,
near Rochester. Opening act, the Del
Lords. Tickct are $18.50; $13.50;
available at Meadow Brook box off-
ice, Royal Oak Musle Theatre box
offlce, Hudson's, Ticket Weorld, all
AAA locatlons and J.C. Penncy.

& MARCH MUSIC

Sousa marches and Broadway
tunes are the order of the day when
the Franklin Village Band performs

pus, near Rochester, The Del Fucgos

SERVICE
* Indoor/outdoor pool
* Sauna

When the heat is on...
Getaway to the

a

TROY HILTON INN
83000

(Per Person, Double Occupancy)

* *30 Credit to be used in THE HAYMARKET,
TROPHY LOUNGE, FANNY'S, POOL
TERRACE, SUMMER NIGHTS, ROOM

¢ Free admission to SUMMER NIGHTS
* Friday or Saturday arrival

¢ Reservations necessary Thursday prior
* Not applicable to groups

*Subject torestticted avaitabiliey
1Does not include toom taz.

TROY HILTON INN
1455 STEPHENSON HWY.
TROY. MI 48084
{313) 583-5000
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Our gourmet Brunch in an intimate setting — complete with
a harpist. A mouth-watering menu of more than 50 items, So
complete it can be your main meal of the day, Tender Roast
Baron of Beef, creative omelets to order, exquisite eggs
benedict and chef's hot dishes which change weekly, Tempting
hams, Nova Scotia salmon and bagels, salads and cheeses. For
‘a2 finale — chocolate mousse and fresh-baked miniature

pastries. 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM

$12.95 - Adultsr$7.95 - Children

1

NORTHFIELD HILTON
! 5500 Crooks Road, Troy, M1 4884
) 879-2100

N

Phit Marcus Es2er and Barbara Bredius bring out some audi-
enco favorites when they begin their lounge entertainment se-
ries this week in Southfleld,

-———————-——-COUPON--—————t———-r
(£ GREAT FOOD! GOOD TIMES!
BUY 2 DINNERS -~ GET LESSER
OF DINNERS FREE!*

*LImlt 3 coupons per table - up lo $8 por coupon

. DIAMOND JIM BRADY’S
INTHE LARGE GOLD HI-RISE - 10V at EVERGAEEN
3000 TOWN CENTER - FREE COVERED PARKING
RESEAVATIONS: 352-8780 - OPEN MON.-SAT.

EXPIRES 8/7/86

CUSTOMIZED PARTIES FOR CHILDREN
The Altornalive to Vidoo/Rostaurant Parlies
WE ARRANGE: CALL US & RELAX

 Preachoot/toddler partios
= Cuslomized activilies for INCLUDI’(G:

; Pty planning

» Allparty

? bofaalfy
ol pmy fovors

. Nl roffoshmonts.

¢ Tnlored sctivitios

© Wich, much morel QS/
CUSTOMIZED osconuma\N
DECORATING IDEAS TO SUIT ~ 7
HOME+ HALL+ PICNICS
« Qlani B 1,

= Party

CARNIVAL PARTIES
UNFORGETTABLE BIATHDAY PARTIES
+ Indoor o outdoor

PARTY POP-INS

528-0879
CALL BETWEEN 10-5 MONDAY-FRIDAY

[ LAS VEGAS CASING
At The
Masonic Temple
986 Quellette at Erie » Windsor
(5 Blocks from the Tunnel)
Thurs./Fri. Aug, 7-8 6 p.m.-1 a, m.

Sat., Aug. 9 3 p.m.-1am.
Sun,, Aug. 10 3 p.m.-11 p.m,
*1.00 Admission
Presen: This Ad for 2 Free Chips
Only 1 Ad per Person Please
Sponsored by the Masonic Temple
All Proceeds go to the
Mentally Retarded Foundation
35% Exchange on U.S. Funds

ancage
eamparsen

\
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l“ Pearl’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM+ Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward » Birmingham

A 644-2913

ks

Two inthe

night, Friddy and Sater-

metrepolitan area cabaret scene,
Phil Marcus Esser and Barbara
Bredlus, begin a lounge entertain-
ment serles Friday at the Red
Cedars restaurant, Nine Mile at
‘Telegraph, Southfteld.

Performing faverites from their
past productions, the duo’s shows are
set for 8:30 p.m,, 10:30 p.m, and mid-

dny erouxh Sept. 13. Reservations
are suggested. Call 353-5170.

Esser of Livonia was named one
of 1985's 10 Michigagians of the
Year by the Detroit News. Bredius of
‘Troy was named 1985 best vocalist
in the metropolitan Detroit area by
Detrolt Monthly Magazine.

O AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
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BRUNCHES L4

« A dazzling, ever-chan

ing array of breakfast

luncheon and dinner favorites and pastnes too

numerous to mention.

» No compromise is ever made with quahty or

freshness.

« Elegant ambiance of the Kingsley dining rooms.
« White linen silver service .
* Adulls *9.95, Children 7 & under *4.95 =7

SUNDAY DINNER
SERVICE FROM 2:00 P.M.- 10:00 P.M.

Kingsley Elnn;;_
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