Abortion fundi

By Tim Richard
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Two frustrated state senators got
1o answers when they asked the pub-
1fc how to end the poiltical stalemate
on Medlcald aborton I undlng.

., “There were a fot of intensely con-
cerned people In this room,” salg
Sem. R. Robert Geake, who chaired
an appropriations subcommittee on
soclz! services Wednesday,

. “There was a lot of fear, a lot of
cautlon, I didn't get answers,” said
Geake, R-Northvlile,

., “Our intent has falled,” added Sen,
Jack Welborn, R-Kalamazoo, Among
other questfons, Welborn asked
whether people favored placing the
issue of state-funded abortions on
the ballot,

THREE SPOKESMEN for social
agencles asked the Senate pancl to
-pass the $1.9 billlon Medicald budget
without tying the abortion funding
‘quiestion to it,

But two refused to take a positlon
on.the $6 milllon spending question,
“They were concerned about “cata-
strophle implications” o other ser-
vices,

Although several dozen persons
-packed the fourth-floor commlttee
room in the State Capitol, they de-
clined to speak. Nor would they ralse
thelr hands when Geake sought to
Poll them on abortlon funding.
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The House promptly passed a
three-months Medicald il It would
€xtend the current level of funding
from Oct. 1 to Dec, 31, the first quar-
ter of the new flscal year,

The Senate refused lo pass the
House extension and kicked the blll
back to Geake's soclal scrvices sub-
committee,

Geake's panel has seven members,
but only he and Welborn attended
Wednesday's hearlng. Geake said he
might call another hearlng but was
uncthusiastic about it.

BEN BALDUS, representing Lu-
theran Soclal Services of Michigan,
blamed “the leglslative process” for
“holding hostage” the Medleaid bill

over the aboritosn question,
Qi

The soclal agencles annoyed Wel- passed a Medlcald budget with the
born when they blamed both Gov. led “Ditlingham
James J. Blanchard and the Leglsla- prohibiting state funding for about

ture for the stalemate over the Med-
icaid budget, which provides ser-
vices for the elderly, abused children
and low-income families as well as
abortlons for women on wellare.
“We did not vete the bill,” Wel-
born said after the hearlng. “Every
group here was aware we wereona
collislon course (with the governor).
1 seriously doubt If they urged the
governar not to veto the bill.”
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19,000 abortions a year.
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cluded the governor In *'the legisla-
tlve process.”

Baldus sald his agency, formed by
three Lutheran church groups, takes

item veto, Blanchard vetoed the en-

Unable to climinate it with a line-  care of abused chlldren, older adults,

famllles in crisls, the developmen-
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tally disabled and the impoverlshed
young. He sald, “Without Mediciatd
resources, we would be contributing
to their negleet.”

DONALD BENTSEN, represent-
ing the Michigan Nonprofit Homes,
sald, “Our only issue [s, we want to
contlnue to provide nursing home
services to older citizens.”

The assoclatlon houses 16,000 old-
er persons, mostly in thelr 70s and
80s,

“I hear what you're saying,” Wel-
born replled. “I'm surprised your
board dldn't come to the Bovernor
and ask him not te veto the Medlcald

“1 as a legislator also have con-
cern for the unborn who can't speak
for themselyes. Why polnt a finger at
the Legislatyre?”

Michigan Agenda, a group repre-
senting varlous Protestant churches
and peace groups, lssued a state-
ment saying, “Holding the '87 Medle-
atd budget hostage is nat only unre-
allstic, but cruel in the
extreme. . .bypocritical”

“Was your concern communlted to
the governor?” Welborn asked
spokesman Ann Fouts,

“Ican't answer,” she replled.

Welborn answered his own ques-
tion: “1 doubt if any one of them
urged the governor to sign it (the *
Medicald blll) If they’re really con- -
cerned about the poor and the .

. young," .

I'I'HE SEN. A'I‘EII Republican caucus,
although strongly opposed to state-
funded abortions, is split on how to
end the string of 14 gubernatorial
vetoes,

AUGUST 2NDis
Sensational Saturday

at SFA!

* “Russell

Plan to
Saturday!

- Come 5{‘;://1 us at Saks fifth Avenue -
Troy on Saturday, August 2nd to kick-
off the season for Back-To-School
looks at SFA!

* See our Kids’ Back-To-School Fash-
ion Show at 12 Noon in the K.LD.5.
Department on the 2nd floor.

» We'll also have informal modeling of
all our: Autumn ‘86 Back-To-School
Collections, featuring contemporary
styles on the st floor, traciitional looks
on the 2nd floor, and collegiate/career
selections on the 3rd floor.

* Our Beauty Salon will demonstrate
back-to-school hairstyles,

» Cosmetics will feature complimenta-
ry make-overs,

* Our piano player will entertain you.

have treats for the kids.
» We'll have samplings of our §'Favor-
ites in the Food Gallery.

SomersetMalle Big Beaver at Coolidge» Troy

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 3rd NEW TROY HOURS:

OpenMonday thruFriday from 10a.m.to9p.m.;
Saturday ‘116 p.m.; Sunday from 12Noonto 5 p.m.

the Crossing Guard” will

be at SFA for Sensational

From

- A Touch of Glass
‘LaBarge

r

_/ . i\
[T Come feel the Scandia difference” T

SALE $§749

Reg. 31650
SALE $989

Reg. $1263

Over 20 Styles
Available at
Tremendous Savings!

Genuine Brass and Glass...cle. B8
gant duos brought together in
a remarkable collection availa.
ble from LaBarge. Whatever
your selection, cockeail, end.
sofa table, the statement you :
make with a LaBarge table
will be one of distinction,

Reg. $116,
SALE $695

LaBﬂﬂge

SA

Reg.

sz
LE §729

The comforter of your dreams

goes on sale .

' only once a year

The Ascensia. On sale now.

Our magnificent Ascensia comforter is on sale. But only for a little
while. And for the only time this year. . . .
We expect them to go quickly, Because Ascensia is our best selling
comforter. Even at regular prices.

The reason:

Reg. $l72§

" down £ill, a choice oﬁrveights,
You won't find this kind of quality 'or value in any department store,
So come in soon and buy the comforter of your dreams. At a price you'll love.

: i{q,;.sms
4 SALE$795  SALE $999- ) SRO 9{6 V(V)I: F
N Quantities limited, Over 20 styles availsble ac 40% off, ) ) egular y eight
some by special order, Sale ends Satueday, Auguse 23, ) Reg. Sale Reg.
: Twin: +385 © . w85
. Full | *420 %380
, Queen * 1560 1510
| (e King ;. *640 (4580
of Bloomfield Hills | Amwtqon i Mt T N ge 2
. 2600 N. WOODWARD Mon, Toa2 B34 800 | MonSu 1656 - oy a0 candia
N Just South of Square Lake Road ' o it e 3 2L

and extravagan white’ goose
and exquisite seyling. .

" Birming i, Mo

Sale
248
268 ..
T ss7
3408 - . :
BIRMINGHAM PARK PLAZA
55 S.-Woadward (& Brown)




