Landlubber

learns

~of sailing’s lure

THE ALLEGED romance of the sea
never has stcked me into its grasp, and
asallorI'mnot. -

= To me, the definitlon of a sallor per
. se goes beyond having paddled a canoe
down the Au Sable, hitched a ride on
~some friend’s crulser at Algonac, rowed
on an inland Michigan lake, fished from
«a charter boat on the Pacifie or even
ridden as an overnight passenger on one
oBl ‘tfhs; old D&C ships from Detroit to
uftalo,

It dawned on me not long ago, when
the annual hysteria over the Port Ruron
to Mackinac race was at its peak, that
to the best of my memory I've never
even set foot on a sallboat. What's the
lure? Besides partying, that is,

FROM BIRMINGHAM'S Hugh Ross,
head of the Ross/Michigan Mortgage
Co., and hig son, Tim, I got some an-
swers born of six tries In the Mackinac
race and three decades of more casual
sailing both here and in Flordla, I can
only conclude that when the bug bites, it
doesn't let go. .

The elder Ross replaced earlier plea-
sure craft seven years ago by buying a
brand new California-made, white S5-
foot sloop which he named the Odyssey
%r;d made the first run for Mackinac In

A third place finish In Its class - 17th
overall - was duplicated in 1985 and
agaln last month, leading to a laughlng
comment, “We're in a terrible rut.”

The crew of eight this year include
Hugh as skipper plus Tim, Jared Fin--

ney, John Christman, Tracy Wagerson, -

Kevin Wagerson, Erle Plumhoff and
Greg Leach. o

“THE COMPETITIVENESS of the
whole thing, the Challenge it presents, is
the lure of this race,” commented Hugh,

“It's in the ability to take your hoat and:

your crew and handle all that may
arise, whether it be storms or calms, *
“In this particular race we had ofly
one storm. We didn’t have a problem
with that. Last year we were falling off
of eight-foot seas, This way easy com-
“pared to ‘85, .
'+ “We lost no time in the squall, but we
“also picked up a lot of time in a calm.
*There's a challenge there, too. - .
* "We weren't scared last year, even
though it was so rough, because we

{ through
‘bifocals
¥ Fred
»3; DeLano

knew what the boat would take. But the
second year we raced the conditions
were just terrible. There were high
winds and I was scared to death, I never
had been out In weather llke that.

“After you've done it a few years and
have been through lightning storms and
winds up to 40 or 50 and know you can
do it, know the boat can take it and that
your crew all know what they're doing,
then you're still concerned but you're
not scared.”

Tim reminded his dad that on the
second night out from Port Huron, after

-rounding Cove Island at the northeast

corner of Lake Huron, the Odyssey's
electronic system malfunctioned.

The Ross crew sajled through the
night trusting a flashlight for compass
readings and not sure of position rela-
tive to other boats until down.

But even this they took In stride, Af-
ter all, they did get where they wanted
to go. That's more than I can say for
some {rlends who once lost their bear-
ings and instead of docking at their

“ Mackinac Island target wound up In Sa-

ginaw Bay.

THE ROSS famlly belongs to the
Grosse Pointe Sail Club and throughout
the warm weather regatta season are
on the water weekends, Tim, who Is in
his early 303, says of this competition,
“The real sailots are the ones that win
on a consistent basis in around-the-
bouy racing on Saturdays, sponsored by
the different clubs. : . .

“Last year we won the spring and
summer and for the season over-all in
our class, That was partlcularly satis-
fying. That kind of consistent perform-
ance over a whole season means more
than Mackinac, even though it doesn't to
the general public. Around-the-buoy
racing is more representative of the

kind of sallors they are.”
Gentl literally and fig: y,
“Fair weather to your heels. . .may the

wind by ever at your back.”
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Thursday, August 7, 1988 O&E

(F13A

Farmington readers’ forum ,
Letlers must be signed, orginal copies and include the address and telephone number
of the writer. None can beé relumed. Namas wiil be withheld from publication only for
sufficient reason. Letters should be fimited to 300 words in most cases. We reserve

the right to edit them. Send lstlers to Readers'
Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203

Sentence shakes
up.her emotions

To the editor:

Livid, ¥ sit in disbellel. I have just
read the sentence handed down to Laura
Pinis by Judge Norman Lippitt for
negligent homicide as a result of drunk
driving in the deaths of Lara and
Vanessa Carionl.

‘The mother of teen-agers, I am only
too aware of the prevalence of drinking
among teen-agers and young adults on
weekends,

I am appalled at the self-righteous.
ness and lack of sensitivity displayed in
the comments of Judge Lippitt regard-
Ing the case and the intervention of the
victims' family and MADD. How tragic
for these families, who have suffered
such devastating losses, to be victim-
ized by their own fegal system.

For Judge Lippitt to classify this In-
cident as a “fateful act" is absurd, When
a person chooses to drink to that level
of intoxication and drive a car, It Is a
deliberate act. A horrible mistake, yes,
but one that should be held accountable
with an appropriate sentence.

0 persons are dead and ome is
braln-damaged; families are shattered
as a result of this act of {rresponsibility.
A more fitting sentence for Laura Pinis
might have been to spend her days for
some years of her llfe working in the

rehabilitation department of a bospital *

or long-term care facility tending to
the needs of those who have suffered

and pt
as a’result of drunk driving, I{ ma

some relief from her “suffering.”

It has been my experience with teen. °

agers In trying to impress upon them

*the perils-of drinking and driving, that

they do not conceive that they could
personally be responsible for death and
injury, The threat of going to jail, losing
thelr driver’s license, is much more of a
reality to them, R

How can we possibly instill in our

. When it comes fo your
elderly parents or relatives
fhere may be no limit fo

@ News that's closer to home @

e

 ButItWon't Carry Her
U Up’l(‘)h 'S [ry ,

@ News that’s cioser fo home @

yoﬁlh a sense of responsibility and ac-

countability for their actions when such
a mockery of fustice exists? What effect

will this lenfent sentence of probation

have’to prevent others from drinking
and driving?” .-

Perhaps if the righit to judge was be-

stowed only upon honest citizens with a
representation from many professions,
then maybe we could acclaim, as Judge
Lippitt stated, to have the “fairest sys-

tem of justice on the globe.” .
Patricia Dion

’ Rochester Hills

Judge’s decision

called a mockery =

To the editor:

I was appalled to read the, récent
newspaper accounts of the *"Laura
Pilnis” case, .

This woman was responsible for the
death of two people, through her negli-
gence, Judge Norman Lippitt has come
to the foreground and has made a
mockery of the “Don’t drink and drive
in Oakland County” philosophy, -let
alone the judicial 'system.

He has told our young people that
they need not be responsible for their
actlons, This girl chose to drink and
then drive the automobile that mur-
dered those two innocent victims.

. Fifty percent of our highway accl-
dents are as a result of drunk drivers,
The judleial system was originally de-
signed to protect the innocent, it would

ving Y. appear that decl Lk
have even, in return, provided her with" pes olons like yours, will set

P]
this process back once again,

The judge's personal attack on the
*“personal loss” of Greg and Penny Bien,
Oakland . County’ MADD Chapter, Is
inexcusable and recks of arrogance, It-
Is frightening and disillusioning, to say

the least, that soclety is in the hands of

Judicial people like hlm, whe place such
small value on human life,

Beverly Gincobone,

Birmipgham

schedule. We offsr day, ,
avening and weekend:.
classes for full and part-
time students in

your love. Unfortunately,
there are limits to your
strength and limifs to your
flme. You cant always be
there when they need your
help. But you can make
sure they're cared (or by
making one of Collage
Hospltal's Nursing Homes
fhelr new home.

_ "And Collage Nursing
Homes are Just

that—
homes, With comlottable,
home-like rooms, nutritlous
meals and a wamm, friendly

_atmosphere. Registered

nurses, sklilled aldes, ther-  Private pay resldents also

aplsts, soclalworkers, dletl-  willl {ind Cottage Hospital

tians and Coltlage Kosplial  Nursing Homes surprisingly
affordable,

thslchns see to it that
residents not only get the
expert medical care they
need but also the per-
sonal care they deserve.

And you can come see

“foryourselt Just about any-.

{lme.We keep flexible,con-
venient visitling hours fo

- ancourage frequent visits
from runﬂly ur?d frliends.

COTTAGE:

CONTINUING CARE
.

S

So If'your love Is great
but thelr needs are greal-
er, call 884-1800 for our
brochure. .

Coltage—Rose Villa
25735 Kelly Road

Roseville, Mi 48066
1 773-6022

Cottage~Belmont !
19840 Harper Ave.
Harper Woods, Ml 48225
881-9556

Oer0nation

by 50 bods Ihls foll)

Your criticism
was unjustified |

To the editor: .
I have read with interest your edito-

* rlal recommending candidates for the

‘Cakland County Circuit Court.

. On the whole, the reasons for prefer-
ing some candidates over athers seem
legitimate. However, it seems to me
that the accusation that Joan Young is
somehow guilty of unfair campalgning,
by having her picture appear on the
court’s annual report, seems farfetched,
I can'’t imagine that many voters at all
read that publication, largely an inter-
nal document, or even know of its cxis-

ce.

As court administrator of what is ac-
claimed as the best trial court in the
state, I think. she was to have credit
placed where it was due. You may have
your reasons for choosing others, but it
seems to me that your treatment of Ms,
Young was patently unfair, :

Carole Des Jardins,
Pontlac

Cbx’s profile is
very appreciated

To the editor: . :

Just a note to express my appreciat
tion for the very nice article you pub-
lished on July 28 about Officer Thomus

Cox.

Articles -of this pesitive nature do
much for the citlzens In promoting even
better commiunity relations with the
Public Safety Department and also pro-
vides increased pride for all officers in

thelr daily activities. . ;
Frank Lauhoff, .
Director of Publle Safety
Farmington




