O&E__ ¥hursday, August 7, 1986

8y Conoy Hans
stoff writer

The grass may soon be greener on
the Farmington Hills slde of the
fence.

duction of the Councll-
man Ben Marks gald he may not vote
In favor of it. He sald doesn't like
several of the ordinance provisions,
mainly the proposed use of trees in
parking arcas, according to hls

A — Intro-
duced by full vote of the city council
July 28 — would add more greenery
to the clty's commercial, concrete
parking lots,

“We're trylng to create an envi-
ronment that's pleasant," Mayor Joe
Alkatecb said.

ar to councll.

City planncr Ed Gavdiner present-
ed detalls of the ordinance, which, §f
enacted, would amend eight zonlng
sections of the City Code.

*“This is meant.to break up the sea
:'Ij asphalt” in the city, Gardiner add-

One year ago, the clty
“surrounding communitics have
landscape restrictlons tougher than
ours,” City Manager Willlam Costick
sald. “We wanted to develop stand-
ards for a ratio of trees to parking
spaces.

*The whole intent is to provlde.n

“It what I
feel is a bad effect of large parking
areas,” Councllwoman Joan Dudley
stressed.

MARKS CALLED parts of the pro-
sal “very unfale” and sald he

‘We wanted to develop
standards for a ratio of
trees to parking
spaces, The whole
intent is to provide a
butfer and bresk up
the pavement.’

— William Costick,

city manager

butfer and break up the p .

The proposed ordinance — creat-
ed by city planning commissioners
and administrators — will stiffen
the requirements for greenery buff-
ers and design standards for de-
velopers.

ALTHOUGH HE approved Intro-

didn't understand why the city was
on fal ven-
tures and Ignoring improvements to
residentlal property. I don't under-
stand it at all,” he sald,
Most property in the clty is resl-
dential,
The ordinance would add a 10-foot
landscape butfer along parking lots

and streets and requlre landscaped *

islands for certain parklng lots.
Besldes making the area look bet-
ter, these buffers wauld ald the city
with snow removal problems and
parklng  problems, which “ecarry
across sldewalks,” Gardiner sald,
“Treea Inslde the parking orea

would require a larger area for
parking,” Marks sald, protesting on
behalf of developers who would be

velopers would have the option of
appearing before the clty's Zoning
Board of Appeals for a variance, if
meetlng the city's packing require-
ments becomes a problem.

'UNDER THE proposed ordinance,
for an off-street parking lot with 16
or more spaces, one deciduous, or
leafy, tree would be required for
each eight surface parking spaces,
distributed evenly throughout the
parklng area.

In addition, where a residential-C
district or multiple housing abuts a
single-famlly residential zone with
no strect dlviding it, a buffer would
be required under the new ordl-
nance.

Based on a 20-by-100-foot buffer-
yard, greenery would fnclude two
large and four smatl declduous trees,
six large shrubs and two evergreen

trees, .

“The intensity of the landscape
arca will decrease with Increased
bufferyard width,” the proposed or-
dinance said,

of these p d

ills eyes spruced-up parking areas

requlred to use prime
space for parklng lot trees under the
proposed ordlnance.

Clty Attorney Paul Bibeau said de-

butferyards brought  from

“There ls no way to protect against
shoddy workmanshlp.”

Maintenance details for the buff.
ers will be brought before councll
for conslderation before an ordl- °
nance vote s taken, The planning
commisslon discussed requiring an -
in-ground sprinkler system for the -
ordinance, but decided it would be
too “costly and burdensome,” Gar-
diner said. .

Another provision to the ordinance
calls for a planting plan to be pre- -
pared by a reglstered Michigan land-
scape architect. :

“Plans have been a little shoddy,”
Gardiner sajd. “Most have come
through engineers and architects.”

The Farmlngton Hills Planning :
Commission agreed to roview the .
city’s landscape laws last fall at Cos- |
tick's request, This followed a beau- -

tlon that an effort be made to main-
tain the city's appearance. ' .
The “cement-like” appearance of .
commercial properties along Ore
chard Lake Road also prompted

several councl) members, with Coun.
cilwoman Joan Dudley adding,

from local ani
clty officials at a September meet- .
ing.

City: yes to state public works liaison

Farmington supports the creatlon
of a public works coordinater for the
Michigan Municipal League — a
group representing cities at the state
Tevel,

The city’s share will be no more
than $313 annually for a job estimat-
ed to cost the lcague $103,000 per
year in salary, office rental and
other costs. Each community will
probably be speelal-assessed for the

fee, City Manager Robert Deadman
said.

The clty councll voted Monday to
play its share towards the new posi-
tion,

“The league has some slmilar ef.
forts, but in different arcas,” Dead-
man told the council. The league is
calllng for an intensitled, coordinat.
ed effort between communitles . . .

to achieve a higher level of municl-
pal involvement In the regulatory
process, Deadman sald,

The league has simllar speclallsts
in the areas of personnel and labor,
he added.

Such a posltion would assist com-
munities with water supply, water
pollution control and solld waste dis-
posal. The person would lobby on en-

vironmental Issues, deal with state
agencles, speak at publle hearings,
monitor proposed appointments and
serve as communlty representative
in supparting communities on envl-
ronmental issues,

“1 don’t think this (environmental
issucs) will get any smaller . . . the
issue may be larger than the
league,” Deadman sald.

Hills road problems intensified

A company that would have
brought 400 jobs to Farmington Hills
went elsewhere because of badly
needed road improvements, City
Manager Wllllam Costick told the
‘Oakland County Road Commisslon in

_ aJuly 22 letter.

Durlng the past two months, the
owner of the Arboretum Office Park
project on 12 Mlle also “lost a large

Sidewalk
approved

The clty of Farmington wlll install
a new concrete sidewalk {from Lon-
gacre Schoo) to Gi1l Road before the
start of the new school year,

The city council voted Monday,
Aug. 4, to add the project to the 1985
sldewalk program at a cost of
$12,314. Contractor Italla Construe-
tion Inc. of Sterling Heights agreed
to do the project at the 1985 rates,
and to complete it sometime in Aug-
ust, according Lo a clty report.

The 6,110-square-foot sidewalk
will replace an exlsting asphalt side-
walk and will be five feet wide. It
will be constructed In the same area
as the current walkway and will be
three fect from the street.

Counctlman Arnold Campbell
called the project a “good deal” for
the city. “I'm sure if we went to bid
we'd have to pay a much, much high-
er price," he sald.

The walkway was installed by a
prior councll, and under the same
agreement the city wlil continue to
maintaln the walkway, Clty Mana-
ger Robert Deadman added.

You've
probably got
two lamps
that need new
shades.
We've got the shades,
TOP
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prospective tenant who decided not
to bulld in Farmington Hills because
of the 12 Mie Road problem,” Cos-
tick's tetter continued.

"“These problems are not peculiar
to 12 Mile Road of Farmington
Hlls,” Costick said. “I believe . . .
we will continue to experlence a
greatly worsening situation untll and
unless we can somehow find the re-
sources to deal with these extraordi-
nary growth problems.”

A WEST German automotive
fkrm, the Robert Bosch Corp., moved
thelr operatlons from Chicago to
South Carolina alter considering
moving the company with its 400
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Johs to Farmington Hills.

“1 was informed by the vice-presi-
dent of Robert Bosch that a major
factor in this decision was our inabll-
ity to provide a definlte date by
which 12 Mlle Road would be wid-
ened and addltional interchanges
constructed to I-686,” Costick added.

Robert Bosch bullt its autometive
emisslon control laboratory In the
Hllls In 1982,

plans for moving ahead with their
third bullding are now Indefinite,” he
added In the letter to Brent Bair,

The possible location of national
headquarters for the League Insur
anee Co., representing 1,000 jobs,
and plans for bullding a national
headquarters for Little Caesars In-
ternational arc also on hold until the
road sltuation Is rectified, Costlek
added.

Prompting creation of the new po-
sition are problems local commun-
ites have had with the Michigan De-
partment of Natura! Resources and
other agencies that have policed en-
vironmental requirements forced on
communites, the clty manager sald.
“Most of the problems have been
technlcal in nature.”

After readlng the league's position
paper_about the new fob, Counclt-
man Richard Tupper sald it would
appear as an adversary to the natu-
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rai resource department,

“I think we should encourage the
DNR to caoperate,” he sald. “Are we
causing a deadlock when we don't
have any continulty?”

Deadman sald he doesn't see it as
an adversary position, “A clear and
conclse position would beneflt every-
one involved,” he sald.

Mayor Witliam Hartsock suggest-
ed clty officlal talk with the depart-
ment direetly and “let them know
we are supporting this effort.”
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At the Arl lopers re-
main concerncd about the “inablllty,
to lease thelr building space as origt3
nally planned” because of 12 Mile
problems and lack of adequate ac-
cess to I-696, Costlck safd. “Thelr
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