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st Tocco
soars far
above crowd

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

The crop of Detroit-born musi-
ctans is substantial. Among the most
widely recognized is pianist James
Tocco. a familiar figure to those wha
attend musical events regularly. He
has appeared with the Detroft Sym-
phony Orchestra, most recently dur-
mgl last year's Meadow Brook Festi-
val.

Toceo gave a recita) at the Grosse
Pointe War Memorial last week. The
sheer scope of the selections Is a tes-
tament to his energetic dedication to
the art of piano playing. On the pro-

review

gram were three Scarlatti sonatas, a
set of Mozart variations, a blg Bee-
thoven sonata and works by Ravel

and Schulhof, the latter being a Ger-
man composer born in 1926 who per-
ished in a Nazt concentration camp.

THE SOLD-OUT EVENT, part of
the Grosse Pointe Summer Music
Festival, proved to be cxtremely
rewarding to the appreciative audi-
ence. Tocco is one of those pianists
who commands authority in any of
the many styles and categories he
tackles,

Even if one does nov always agree
with his approach or interpretation.
these seem 1o be convinctng in their
own way. In this program, I didn't
find the three Scarlatti sonatas to be
stylistically authentic. They were
somewhat too romanticized, in my
opinion. But their smooth and com-

pelling flow made it clear that he
was successful in projecting his con-
cept of these pleces,

Certain works gain In stature
through a good performance. Onc
such was Mozart's set of variations
on "Ah, vous dirais-je, Maman,” a
theme better known here as “Twin-
kle, Twinkle Little Star,” In its Eng-
lish non-transtation.

Many mediocre performances
tend to emphasize the triviality of
the theme, even through the layers
of the varlations. Here, however, the
variations assumed a life of their
own that extended beyond the tech-
nical brilllance of the fast variations
= the slow variations were ne less
eventful

Beethoven's sonata, Op. 110 in A

Flat Major, is his penultimate one
and is onc of his most challenging.
The fugue in the last moment is, In
my opinion, Beethoven's best, sur.
passing even such monumental crea-
tions as the fugue In the Hammerk-
lavier and the Great Fugue for
string quartet. Tocco's playing of
this sonata did justice to its awe-
some scope.
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HIS STYLISTIC approach was
also convineing in the three pieces
from Ravel’s “Miroirs.” The last of
these pieces, the well-known “Al.
borado del gracioso,” was somewhat
less impeccable than the rest, but
with still enough sparkle 1o make It
enjoyable.

DSO closes

summer fare

Tehaikovsky's 1812 | !
Overture with live can-
nons will be on the pro-
gram as the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra
(DSO) closes its 1988
Chrysler Concert Series
at Meadow Brook at 8
p m. Thursday and Sun-

day.

Each concert  will
feature a soloist playing
a favorite Tchaikovsky
concerto: on Thursday
the Violin Concerto and
on Sunday the Piano
Concerto No. 1. Also in-
cluded on the program

JUST REDUCED

Sharp 1600 square foot ranch with 3 bed-
rooms, den, 2 full baths in walking distance to
synogagues. This hame is In move in condition
and ready for quick oecupancy.

OPEN BUNDAY 1< P\,
6038 Orchard Ridge
N, of Maple, W. of Middiaba|t
Sharp Richter bullt cotonlal. 4 bedrooms, 2 full
,900  pius 2 haf baths, aatueal ficopince in targe
famlly room, library. finished basement, con-
trol air, sprinkler system. Al formica kilchon.
Many oiher exiras. $205,000

is the "Firebird™ Suite
by Stravinsky. Both con-
certs will be led by
guest conductor Danlel
Nazareth,

Nazareth, music di-
rector of the West Ber-
lin Symphony Orchestra
since 1982, is originally
from India and has won
such top honors as the

Leonard Bernstein Con-
ducting Fellowship. the
Koussevitsky Musie
Foundation Conductors
Award and the Interna-
tional Ernest Ansermet

FANTASY HOME

This 4 bedroam ranch is conducive 1o good
times and entertaining. Boautiiul Jot with poo),
walk.in wet bar and Froneh doors off tamily
room. feacing 1o largo enclosed back porch
with serving window. First floor laundry room,

A HONEY FOR THE MONEY

AL $64.500 this lovely 3 bedroom brick ranch
in Southtield i3 & value. Centra! alr and a
deautiiul private backyard. Neutral decor, new
furnace, 100! and much more! Call now for prle
vBto showing,

Conducting  Competi- Ptus mare! $184,900
tion. \_
The Tehaikovsky Vie- \ —

/)

lin Concerto will be

played on Thursday by
DSO concertmaster
Gordon Staples.

Pianist Jose Feghali
will be featured oo Sun-
day. playing Tchaikov-
sl Piano Concerta
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WEST BLOOMFIELD

737.9000 °
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‘Where Coming Home is a Special Occasion.. .

7

Village Pines Condominiums is where it all comes together. All the amenities, the fuxury,
and the peace
Features like an atrium, 3 greenhouse, ar a private outdoor retreat off the master bedroom

suite accentuate the natural beauty of the sutroundings and create 3 feeling of spaciousness. :

At Village Pines Condominiums you enjcy a private, single-residence Iifestyle within minutes of
cowuntown Birmingham. And when you come home to Village Pines, you 'l know you've arrived.

Another Roberison Brothers Community. A
A Village
/Al Pines
—

T
1) Prced from $234,900 +.
- For more information,

call 540-4470, or ask your Realtor.

b ROBERTSON BROTHERS CO. RESIDENTIAL BUILDERS

Hise of your community o '
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SOUTHFIELD
A pleasure to see this brick ranch with lovaly decor throughout.
Inctudes 3 bedrooms, 2 tull baths, dlning room, family room,
nagurat fireplace, newer furnace, central alr and attached 2 car
garage. $81,900 (O- 182) 851.2303

FARMINGTON HILLS

Custom bullt ranch for original ewnor wilh a natural country-
stylo living. Features 3 bedrooms, 12 baibs, family room, natu-
ral fireplace, attachad 2 car garago with oponer. Boautiful sot-
ting on over %+ acre Jat, $ 106,800 {M.353) §53.2303

Glen Oks has b0 equal
Glea Ozks. An excluslve peivale
community bestled bn 10 eatcrally
landscaped acres, complimented by a lake,
stream and poods. Built to accommodate the
st discerniog eye and discrimicating taste.

Altractive brick home, woll insulated, woll cared for, Throo
bedrooms, kilchen Including oppiiances, basemont. Largo
tamlly room overlooking lovely privalo yard. Fairway now tur-
nace ond roo!. You will love this homao! $87,500 (M-169}
540-6777

I Nothing

the belicopter landing q
= virtually mpesatrable 10 (be unlaviled. Yet, within mizoles
{rom your dooestep, i Twelve Oaks Mall - with mote thag 130
Floces, restaurants, and theatres « for your ecavenieoce and eojoyment.

1 you aspire 10 Live i an exviroament offering the very best - make your
adresy Glen Oaky, #nd seck refoge in this oasis of luxury.
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PRIME LOCATION/SUPER PRICE
PERFECT FAMILY HOME...Throo bedroom 1700 PLUS sq. H.
ranch with attached garage. Famlly room with fireptace, dinlng
room, cantral alr, finished recroation room and MORE! $76.900
(B-296) 557-6700

LATHRUP VILLAGE BEAUTY

MAINTENANCE FREE well maintained FOUR bedroom brick
colonial. Dining room. spacious kitchen wilh appliances, 2%
balhs, altic fan and attached garago, $79,900 {R-173)

-§700

Chamberlain

851-2303 or 476-9100

FARMINGTON
Boautitul 3 bodroom brick ranch in woll kopt nelghborhood.
Lots of closot space, Two linon closots. Minl-blinds 1hroughout.
Corner sink In kitchon, 2'4 car garaga, Foncod yard. §75,900

Models open Sat. & Sun. 11-4 p.m. (M-312) 547-2000

or by appointment
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