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White regional MVP;
AAABA nationals next

By Brad Emons
staff wrlter

Livonia Adray sellled for 2 co-
share of the All-American Amateur
ial) Association regional title
Friday night at Ford Field, losing
for the first time in the double-elimi-
nation tournament to Arzee of Phila-
delphia, B-6.

Both teams finished with 2- re-
cords in the three-day tournament
and hoth have qualitied for the AAA-
BA natienals, which begin Monday in
Johnstown, Pa.
rlier on Friday, Arzee eliminat-
ed Mili-Rose of Cleveland, 10-5, be-
hind the complete game, five-hit
pitching  performance  of Darryl
Birkhead. (Chris Knott hit a two-run
homer for the wi

“We were flay” said  Livonia
Adray co-mani St Rose. “The

game was antjclimactic hecause we
knew we were going to Johnstown.”
Iton Hellier, Rose’s right-hand
man, echoed those seatiments,

“We weren't ready to play and it
couldn’t get motivated,”
. “They thought they
s . They were inactive,”
Arzee, & 7-3 Joser to Livonia the
it before, went to the long balt

1y apainst Adray starter Gary
Zwolnski.

The Broncos carried thelr torrid
¢ into the playoffs of the Michi-
Summer Hocl League
SHL). clubbing the Wolverines 7-3

day b the Plymouth Cultural
ter.

ctory boosted the Broneos,
n eight of their last nine
into the MSHL Tex D n
pai aleons. The Fal-

The v

HOWARD FREILING and Robert
Helm ripped back-to-back homers in
the first and James Lynch drilled an-
uther ball over the fence in the sce-
onil,

¥relling, a  6-feot-4, 210-pound
left-handed slugger from the Univer-
sity of Nerth Carolina, sent his shot
well over 400 feet and up against a
giant oak iree standing behind the
right ficld fence.

Trailing 4-0, Livonia got two back
in the feurth, but Phllly added three
more In the fourth and onc in the
ninth on a steal of home plate.

"Once we realized how far we
ere behind, it was too late,” Hellier

Livenla collected only four hits on
the night, three by center ficlder
Deron White, But Adray failed to fu).
Iy take advantage of 12 walks iss
by three different Philly pit

White, the St. Clair Shores nalive
who attended junior college the past
two years In Alabama. was named
the tournament MVDP, poing seven-
for-14 in three games. He was
ly impressive defensivel!
two speetacular catehe:
with his back 10 the plate,

“Deron hit over .380 for us during
the year, but this is the best he's
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cons advanced after cdging the
Huskies 9-8.

In the Bakes Division playnffs
Wednesday at the Cultural Cente:
Tim Osborn’s feur goals and one as-
sist enabled the Bulklogs te dump
the Wildeats 8-5. In the other Bakes
Division semifinal, the Spartans beat
the Lakers 8-6.

THE BRONCOS got 1wo goals
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Don Vesling started for Livonia Adraoy Wednesday, but he
didn’t last {ong. Vesling was KO'd, not by opposing hitters but
by a rainstorm that postponed play until Thursday.

Red-hot Broncos advance to

apicce from Dave Bratmble and Mike
Stahley in bettering the Wolverines.

The Falcons victory was mare
dram| Todd Beyer callected
three goals and four assists and Scatt
Wolter contributed a goal and four
asslsts for the winners, but they had
to withstand & late Huskie charge
ted by Mark Issel. Issel, who scored
ck, pumped in two goals i

Having some fun

Victory can make people do strange things.
Or 5o it seems with Mikey Gorak, a membor
of the Garden City-Westland Spearhead
softball team. Spearhead won its first gome
in the World Senior Youth (girls 18 and un-

f1ball Tour

der)

against

Friday, 5-0, giving Gorak reason to cele-
brate. More than 80 teame from around the
nation competed for the tille at the Canton
Softball Center diamonds. See Thursday's
Observer tor complete resuits,

ROD REED/s1alt photographor

the final two minutes.

In the Spartans’ triumph over the
Lakers, Kelly Nes ired in two
7 and had three and Eric
Kopelanski added a goal and an as-
sist. John Smith's two goals and one
assist was best for the losing Lakers.

Jeft DoBek connected for a goal
and twosassists in the Wildeats® loss
to the Bulldag:

Chargers
as GLIAC

By C.J. Risnk
stalf vriter

The news is out. This year, it will
be Hillsdale College's turn to lug
that monkey on its back.

The monkey s the Great Lakes ne
tercollegiate Athletie Conferen:
{GLIAC) football caaches® pres
poll. And fast Wednesday, Hillsda
was the dubjous winner.

The reason for Hillsdale's selec-
tion was obvious. The Chargers
played Central Arkansas to @ 10-10
tic in the NAIA national champion-
ship game last {all. They were GLI-
AC champs and finished 11-1-1, their
only loss coming 10 83 v

ADD TO THAT this comment by
coach Dick Lowry: “I think we may
have the best defensive foothall
team we've ever had. Well be as
strong as we've ever been.”

No wonder they were voted No. 1.

And yet, there were an exqual num-
ber of sons fiot to seleet Hills.
dale, ke the graduation of 21
seniors who, according 1o Lowry,
“all played, so you know we're going
10 have some holes to filL”

Ameng those now gone are quart.
erback Mike Gatt from Livonia and
Redford Catholic Central, Hillsdales
all-time passing leader, and Jeff Hu-
bert from Plymouth Salem, who
received  All-GLIAC  mention at
strong safely.

PUT IN SIMPLEST terms, the ex-
perlence and  strength  Hillsdale
possesses on defense are the quali-
ties it lacks on offense.

“Offensively, we have our blggest
rchuilding job,” conlessed Lowry.
“We don't even know who our quart-
crback will be, and we won't unthl
we go throngh two-a-days {practle-
es)

the defense can hold us in
there, we shoutd do OK.”

One player Lowry s counting on is
seaiar Jeff Gatt, Mlke's brother and
another CC grad, Gatt was one of the
four offensive backs shuttled into the
lineup last year, and he respanded
with 351 yards rushing for twe
touchdowns and 24 catches for 226

yards.
Keith Urban (Plymouth Salem), a

AAABA Series berth
assured for Adray team

By Brad Emone.
staff writer

‘Two up and two down.

That was all that was required of
Livonia Adray In lts bid for a berth
in the [6-tcam All-American Ama-
teur Baschall Assoctation national
tournament, which begins Menday in
Jahnstown, Pa.

By winning its first two games of
AAABA Regional last week at Ford
Field, Livonia Adray automatically
clinchied a berth. (See retated reglion-
al story.)

After getting only one scoreless In-
ning in before the rains hit Wednes-
Jday night. Livonia came back Thurs-
alternoon to beat Mill-Rose of
land, Ohio, 6-4,

Later in the cvening, Livonia

handed Arzee of Philadelphia, Pa.,
Its first loss In the double-climina-
tlon AAABA Regional, 7-3.
‘The first game was a big one for
aid Adray manager Stu Rose.
ing to Johnstown was the main
thing on our minds.”

And by winning the sccond game
against Philly, the Livonia Collegi-
ate League playoff champlons could
sit back and play without any pres-
sure, knowing the trip to Pennsylva-
nia was assured.

MILL-ROSE, however, had other

ideas In its first-round battle with
Livonia, holding a 2-1 lead through
five innlngs.

Doubles by Frark Salajeik, Joe
Humeston and Howle Krause ac-
counted for a pair of Cleveland runs
in the fourth. {Livonia tallicd one In
the third when Deron White scored
all the way from second on Don
Vesling's fielders choice.)

But in the sixth, Livonla exploded
for five rups.

Bob Foust, plcked up by Liventa
from the Walter's Appllance team,
dellvered a key two-run double, Jeff
DePorter and Dennis Bushart added
RBI singles. Martin Eddy, who
reached base on an outfleld error,
scored the other run on a wild pitch
by Cleveland rellever Scott Asche,
who trled to calm the storm after
taking over for starter Bill Wertz.

Cleveland, however, cut the deficit
with two of Its own In the bottom of
the Inning off Llvonla rellever John
Peszywak, who replaced starter Don
Vesling.

BUT POSZYWARK, the Central
Michlgan University right-hander,
blanked Mill-Rose over the flnal
three innlngs to plek up the viclory.
Poszywak also got a big defensive
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division finals

The Bakes Division finals, {eatur-
ing the Bulldogs agalnst the Wild-
cats, will be a1 6:30 p.m. Sunday. The
Tex Division finals, with the Broncos
facing the Falcons, will follow aL B
p.m. Both games will be at the Cul-
tural Center.

‘The division champlons will meet
for the MSHL champlonship at 8
p.en. Monday at the Cultural Center.

MIDWEST SUMMER
HOCKEY LEAGUE
FINAL STANDINGS
Bakos Conloronce
Spartans . . . ... e
Qutdogs
Lnbers .
Wilgeats, .

Falcons
Brongos. . . . .
Violvernes

Hushies ,

1-8-2
PLAYOFF CHAMPIONSHIP
Bpm at Piymoutt Cullural Center.

saddled with honor
’s top football team

6-font-2, 225-pound senlor center, Is
expected to anchor the Chargers’ of-
fensive line. Scott Sugg (Bloomfield
iills Lahser), a junlor wide receiver,
should see more action. Sugg caught
four passes for 114 yards and two
Tis last season.

HILLSDALE WILL be formldable,
but whether or not the Chargers can
cope with the rest of the GLIAC
while their offense solldifies is ques-
tionable. Being cast as conference
favorite is Jike receiving a bulls-eye
as a gift — the thought is nice, but
e present isn't appreciated much,

Ferris State, with first-year coach
Keith Otterbein (a  Southficld-
Lathrup grad) taking command, was
picked as No. 2 in the poll, The Bull-
dogs appear to be Hillsdale's mirror-
image: strong offensively, question-
able defensively. AN-GLIAC junior
quarterback Dave DenBraber re-
turns, and he'll count on protectlon
from two-time All-GLIAC senior
guard Jim Bennett (Redford Blshop
Bargess).

*The key to our suceess along with
DenBraber s Bennetl,” sald Ot-
terbein. *His leadership will mean a
lot tous."”

GRAND VALLEY, which tied FSC
for second In the GLIAC at 4-2 last
season, was third In the poll. Junior
John Slazinski {a Lathrup grad {rom
Farmington 1llis) will again refurn
punts and has a good shot at a start-
ing wlde receiver's spot. .

Coach Tom Beck also hinted that
some freshmen backs, like Troy
Athens’ grad Jeff Cavazos and Bir-
mingham Seaholm alum Walt Hell,
could sec considerable actlon,

Saglnaw Valley (inished a hall-
game behind Hillsdale in the GLIAC
at 4-1-1 but was plcked fourth [n the
poll. Junlor Matt Wilczewskl {from
Livonla and CC) has switched from
quarterback to strong safety and, ac-
cording 1o coach Gearge Ihler,
“secms to have come to the top” [n
the battle for a startlng post.

One certaln Cardinal starter Is
senior Phil Jean (Garden Clty), a 6-3,
240-pound defensive tackle who will
anchor the line. Sophomare Chrls Pl
azza (Westland John Glenn) returns
as kicker after hitting three of four

ficld goa) attempts and 26 of 28
points-after-touchdown for 35 points.

ALTHOUGH WAYNE STATE'S
fifth-place selectlon in the poll didn’t
surprise Tartar coach Dave Farris,
it would surprise him if his tcam fin-
ished there. WSU was a disappoint.
ing 1-8-1 last year after entertalning
high expectations during the presea-
son.

Farris is certain the hopes of ‘85
can become reality n *86.

Far one, senior quarterback Rich
Popp {Livonla Franklin} will return
after an injury-plagued ‘85 cam-
paign. Papp, according to Farris, has
“lost 25 pounds, down to 200, and
he’s much stronger.”

“His success will paralle} our suc-
cess.”

Popp's ability convinced junior
Steve Gregor (Livonla Bentley) to
switch from quarterback to outside
lincbacker. “What he saw was that
he could be a third-string quarter-
back or possibly a first-string llne-
backer. He's added 30 pounds (to
210)."

Gregor's switch has caused some
other position changes. Senlor John
Ericson (John Glenn} has gone from
outside lincbacker to defensive end,
which appearcd to be “a great move
in the spring. He will be an outstand-
ing pass rusher. He's got 4.7 speed
(In the 40-yard dash),” Farris said.

SOPHOMORE TONY BEAUNE
(Livonia Stevenson) has added
welght and strength and could start
at the other defensive cnd. With Er-
lesen and Beaune filling the defen-
slve end spats, Richard Glodowski
{Bentley), a 26-ycar-old senlor, has
gone to offensive guard where he fig:
ureg to start,

Farris §s also counting on senlor
free safoty Keith Percin (Bentley) td
return from an Injury-marred '85
campaign.

Northwood Institute was durnped
into the cellar In the coach's peoll,
which left coach Jack Finn philo-
sophical. "I think we'll be able (o
block people,” sald Flan,

Sophomore Ron Wandzel (CC and
Livonin) caught scven passes for 86
yards last year and should be looked
to more often — if and when the
Northmen choose to throw.



