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Anti-war groups

By Suean Stolnmuollor
stalt writor

About 60 demonstratars carrying
signs with messages such as *Kill
Contra Ald Not Nicaraguans,”
marched In front of U.S. Rep. Wil
liam Broomficld's Birmingham off-
ice Aug. 4 to protest U.S. involve-
ment In Nlcaragua,

The site often has been the scene
of demonstratlons by groups apposcd
te the 18th Distriet representatlve’s
support of President Reagan’s mili-
1ary aid policies in Central America.
Broomficld Is the ranklng Republl-
can on the U.S. House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.

Sponsoring the pleketing were the
local Commilttee Agalnst Military
Aid to El Salvador (CAMAES) and
the Detroit area Pledge of Resist-
ance (POR). Plcketers later said
they belleved the demonstratlon was
successful not only because it in-
creased awareness, but because [t
resulted in a long-sought after
promise from Broomfield that he
would meet with them later In the
month to discuss the issue,

THRI SPOKESMEN of the
groups, who said they were surprised
to find Broomfield in his office,
talked with him for about a half an
hour immediately prior to the 4 p.m,
demonstration. However Broom-
Held, who later mingled with the
crowd, showed no signs of backing
down on his posltion of supporting
U.S. mllitary aid to the contras, wha
seck te overihrow the Nicaraguan
Sandinista government.

“Obviously we had different points
of view. But, it was very friendly,
and I respect their point of view,”
sald Broomfield, whose district In-
cludes the Farmington arca, when
contacted Tuesday about his meeting
with the three s,

banners, but crosses on which were
written names and dates of death of
civilians who have dled at the hands
of contras in the Nicaraguan con-
Hict.

Many wore black armbands “to
symbolize the death fn Central
America as a result of our policles,
and the death of our ideals,” accord-
Ing to Simons.

Those who spoke at the gathering
included Lucy Karas, a former Blr-
mingham resident and 1he nicce of 2
Jesult missionary priest, the Rev,
Guadalupe Carney, who was killed
by the Honduran military.

Karas had just returned from Ni-
caragua where she and her family
were Invited to the dedieatlon of
Nlearaguan cooperative  honoring
Carney.

“Victnam dld not end because of
the government, it ended because
people got tired of it and took ac-
tion,” sald Karas. Referring to the
curremt US. policy of supporting
contras In Nicaragua, she sald, “It's
time we scarch ourselves and take
actlon — it's beyond words now.”

“I'd like the U.S. to step forelng
ourselves on Central and South
America and let these people deter-
mine for themselves what Js right
for them, and to stop using our tax
money to murder, rape, and kil —
and that’s what I said down there,”

HERB GUNN and hls wife, Julie
Beutel of Detroit, who volunteered
fer Witness for Peace in Nicaragua,
were among the plcketers. One of
the group's functions in Nicaragua is
to take people Into the war zone to
witness it first hand.

Beutel was one of 53 kidnapped by
the contras for 29 hours one year ago
when they floated down the rlver be-
tween Costa Rica and Nicaragua to

. They
were: Rudy Simons, Bloomficld Hllls
and PO

Maggle Tyson of Bloomfield Hills
and co-founder of the ihree-year old
CAMAES; and Carolyn Peyscr of
Birmlngham, a CAMAES member.

“I've agreed to another meeting
later on, but that's about it,” he said.

Broomficld said of his stance, “I'm
trying to do what in my judgment is
the best for our country.” Noting
that the heavy amount of sophistl-
cated weaponry being glven to the
Sandinistas by the Sovlets Is current-
Iy being dlscussed at the capltol, he
said, “It's a serious matter as far as
we're concerned.”

DURING THE 1%-hour demon-
stration, the group sang peace songs,
listened to testimonlals of those who
had recently been in Nicaragua, ani
marched {n circles carrying not only

that In order for peace
to be achleved, the contras would
have to be removed.

“When you live there, you just re-
ally quickly realize that the contras
are the terrorists,” said Beutel.
“They are terrifled of them, and ter-
rarized by them,

“I think communlism is a word that
is used too much in this country,” she
added,

“As long as we attribute all the re-
volutions In the poor countries to
Moscow, we will never understand
that it's really poor people strug-
gling to control their own country
and their own destiny,” said Gunn.

“I JUST THINK It's terrible that
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contras about a year ago during a trip to Nicaragua, sing anti-
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With constant care — malnte-
nance right on schedule and a trip
to the shop as soon as sympioms
are spotted — nearly all serlous
care prablems can be prevented.

Unfortunately, busy drivers sel-
dom stick to rlgid service sched-
ules and most things aren't fixed
untll they're truly broken, especlal-
ly in the case of older cars, for
which malntenance seems futile
and repalr costs are often consld-
ered good money after bad.

Soaner or later, though, automo-
tive Russlan Roulette is bound to
result in a breakdown when it's
least expected — and big repalr
bllls. The alternative is “pre-emp-
tive repalrs.”

A di Service

we can't let the NI live in
peace,” said Tyson. “All we are ask-
ing is to stop the {military) ald, and
let them live In peace.”
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Counclls of Michigan president
Gary Carner of Farmington Hills,
“Instead of the ugual Band-Aid ap-

preach — hoping a tune-up and oil
change will prevent problems, or
worse still, thinking there's no hope
and drlving until a car dles — pre-
emplive repalrs pinpoint the high-
est risk areas most likely to cause
trouble, and focus on fixing only
those critical polnts that ceuld kill
acar."”

“WORKING FROM the pre-
emptlve point of vlew,"Carner
sald, “mechanics attack areas that
might break down before they do,
seeking out and servicing condi-
tions that might cost mare to cor-
rect later.”

For cxample, he sald, “A pre-
emptive repalr zeros in on the tim-
ing belt that might break and serl-
ously hurt an engine, spots an oll
leak before it turns Into transmis-
sion trouble or catches a ball joint

before it can break and cause a
lite-threatening sktuation.”

“Pre-emptive repairs make
sense for the car'’s body, too,” add-
ed Larry Auger, speclal advlser to
the Automative Service Councils.

“Tough Michigan winters really
take a toll: corroston caused by
road salt, misalignment from
potholed pavement, and scrapes,
dlngs and dents. Combined with
fallout from industrial pollution
and summer sun’s effect on paint,
they cen drastically drop a car's
value. Fortunately, plcking the
right repalrs can stop that slide,
and actunlly add far more than
they cost to the car's resale.”

BOTH CARNER and Auger
agree that constantly maintaining
a ear In top shape I3 the best alter-
native. But for those unable or
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Car problems often can be prevented

unwllling to invest that much time,
cffort or money, knowlng and
choosing just the right repalrs at
the right time can pre-empt prob-
lems and stop care troubles in its
tracks, keeping the car, and its
owner’s wallet, in sound shape.

Carner and Auger wlll tour the
state throughout the summer, help-
Ing consumers understand “pre-
emptlve repairs,” to help keep re-
palrs costs and car problems under
control. They'il talk about getting a
car ready lfor summer vacation,
how to handle repairs on the road,
findlng the right shop, and inside
automolive tips, along with an-
swers to any and all car questions,

Automolive Service Counclls of
Michigan Is a non-profit trade asso-
clatlon that works with 400 inde-
pendently owned automotive re-
pair facilities across the state.
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