Lawmaking
GOP has best luck in passing laws

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Minor

Suburban Republicans had better
luck getting laws passed by the
Michigan Leglstature than Demo-
crats during the last two years.

And that's with Democrat James
J. Blanchard sltting in the gover.
nor's chair and declding what bllls
will be signed into law,

The numbers were culled from a
report called “Status of L

called “dog and cat
bills” by cynics —
ought not to be given
the same welght as
major measures, like
the statewide branch
banking law. '

dated July 1. 1t lists all bills intro-
duced by all leglstators,

IN THE Observer & Eccentric cir-
culation area:

e Five Democratic state repre-
sentatives intreduced 98 bllls and
saw 12 become Jaw ~ a batting av-
crage of 12,4 percent.

* Eight Republican representa-
tives penned 97 bills and saw 15
passed — a batting average of 15.5
percent. The number is significant
because Democrats have 57-53 con-
trol of the House, and the majority
party typleally doesn't let minority
members win many big ones,

o Three Democratic senators in-
troduced a total of 72 bills and saw
{four enacted — a batting average of
.6 percent,

ur R

Rep, Colleen Engler, R-Mt, Pleas-
ant, Is making a bid for governor,
impressing many political watchers
and is likely to wind up on the state
GOP ticket for another post. But
she's batting 0-for-6 when it comes
to getting bills passed,

HERE ARE representatives' re-
cords — or luck, if you prefer — In
getting leglslation passed:

Lyn Bankes, R-Livonla — one bill
passed, on child day-care parental
vislts, of five introduced, She is a
freshman,

Justine Barns, D-Westland — zero
of 18, A second-termer, she offered
many health measures.

John Bennett, D-Redford — three
of 20, His laws caver home-improve-
ment i business referees

& Fo
dropped 124 bllis in the hopper and
saw 30 enacted — 24.2 percent. Re-
publicans have a 20-18 edge in the
upper chamber,

THE NUMBERS can't be taken at
face value for many reasons.

Minor measures —~ called “dog
and cat blils” by cynlcs — ought not
{0 be given the same weight as ma-
jor measures, ltke the statewlde
branch banking law of Rep. Willlam
Knltth, D-Garden City.

1 effectlve | .

and county

from lisbllity for certaln govern.
mental employees and hiking exami-
natlon fees for savings and loans.
He's In his seventh term.

James Kosteva, D-Canton — four
of 18, best record of any Democrat,
Also a freshman, Kosteva had bills
enacted covering tax credits, school
ald, hunting rules and watercraft
registration,

Gerald Law, R-Plymouth — three
of 21, covering clvil llability, prisons
and health maintenance organiza-
tions. He's In hls second term.

Judith Miller, R-Blrmingham —
one of four, providing retirement
benefits for former governors. Her
best-known bill, to make the honey-

the state insect, recelved much
debate but has yet to be cnacted.
She's In her flrst term,

Gordon Sparks, R-Troy — two of
seven, covering driver llcense
suspensions and city planning com-
missions. He's in his second term,

AREA SENATORS achieved these
success records:

Doug Cruce, R-Troy — 10 of 39,
malnly [n the area of business regu-
latlon.

Willlam Faust, D-Westland —
zero of 21.

Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills
~ one of 37, the law banning smok-

He's In his 11th term,
Maxine Berman, D-Southfleld —
three of 20, coverlng y glits,

ing In public bulld
Richard Fessler, R-West Bloom-
field — four of 35, covering condem-

breast cancer consent procedures
and park commissions. Her major
effort — four tenant protection bills
— has yet to bear fruit. She's In her
second term.

W.V. Brotherton, R-Farmington
— two enacted of 15 offered, His
laws cover health care Investiga-
tlons and restdentinl construction
He's In his sixth term.

may Intro-
duce few measures but have a signlf-
icant impact on others' bills through
the amendment process.

While Sen. R. Robert Geake, R+
Northville, saw only one of his 15
bllls become law, many senators
would steal to get Geake's commit-
tee assignment — Appropriations,
and the chalrmanship of the soclal
services subcommittee,

And sometimes lawmakers on
both sides of the capitol rotunda in.
troduce the same measure, but only
one version s enacted. Thus, Rep.
Justine Barns, D-Westland, Intro-
duced anti-smoklng bills, but the
Legistature moved the verslons sub-
mitted by Sen, Jack Faxan, D-Farm-
ington Hills.

Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Qrion —
one out of 10, covering driver llcense

suspensions, He's a third-termer,

Gregory Gruse, R-Madison
Heights — one out of 13, covering
liguor licensing. He's a freshman.

David Honlgman, R-West Bloom-
fletd — four out of 21, the greatest
number of successes of any area Re-
publlean. A freshman, Honlgman
won passage of laws covering work-
er compensation assessment notices,
township publle Improvement proce-
dures, forblding tralnlng in the use of
explosives and reporting of AIDs
cases.

William Keith, D-Garden City —
three out of 22, Including a Jandmark
banking code, restoring Immunity
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TheBigE is selling' stock.

Investor Meeting
Schedule for week of

Monday, August 11 and
Wednesday, August 13

Southfield Hilton
17017 West Nine Mile

GET YOUR SHARE,

BEFORE YOU MAKE ANY INVESTMEN
SUBSCRIPTION OFFERING CIRCULAR AND MAKE YOUR DECISION BASED ON
ECEIVE A COPY OF THE SUBSCRIPTION
UFFERING CIRCULAR AT ANY EMPIRE OF AMERICA OFFICE OR BY CALLING
TIIE CONVENIENT HOTLINE TELEPIIONE NUMDER LISTED ABOVE,

ITS CONTENTS ONLY, YOU CAN R

If you have questions about
how much the stock is selling
for, the maximum number

" of shares you can buy, or
how you can buy shares...

...get all the answers at
the next Big E Investor
Meeting. Call 1-800-
-521-3014, 9 a.m.-
8p.m., Monday thru
Friday and 9 a.m.-
3 p.m., Saturday,
for reservations
and additional
dates, times

and locations.
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