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Hills bank robber comes, goes in ca
A $73,000 haul

By Joanno Maollszowaki
onhd Bob Sklar
statf writers

A gunman — "wel dressed and
very calm” and armed with what
was determined to be a phony bomb
— robbed a Michigan Natlena) Bank
branch of at least $73,000 Wednes-
day morning, Farmington Hills Po.
lice satd. .

Seven employees were inside, but
no ene was injured, There were no
customers at the time.

The branch and the offlce bullding
immediately 1o the north were evac-
uated when pollee arrived at the
bank, at 28177 Orchard Lake, just
north of 12 Mile, about 11 a.m,, Po-
lice Chief Willlam Dwyer sald.

Investigators from the Michlgan

State Pollee bomb squad entered the
bank about 12:15 p.m. to examine
the bomb, which leoked real, accord-
ing to police.

What they discovered were red
candles bound together with electri-
cal tape to look like stlcks of dyna-
mite. The so-called bomb was con-
nected by wires to a battery, Lt.
Rlichard Murphy said.

Farmington Hills fircfighters
stood by In case of fire or injury
while the bomb’s compoesition was
determined.

INVESTIGATORS, WHO included
FBI agents, gave the following ac-
count of the stickup:

About 10:20 a.m., Southficld Cab
Co. recelved a call to pick up a man
at Tally Hall, at 14 Mile and Orchard

Lake roads, at 10:30 a.m.

When the cab drlver arrived, the
man — described as 40-45 years of
age with a southern or New England
accent and dressed in an expensive-
appearing buslness suit — sald he
wanted to be driven to 12 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads.

But, he said, he first wanted to
make a stop at the Michigan Natlon-
al Bank two miles to the south.
There, he asked the drlver to wait
while he went inside. Once inslde,
the man asked to speak to the person
in charge. When an assistant to the
manager appcared, he flashed o
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Thraugh the window of the Michi

Bank, in

picces of the phony bomb in a paper bag.
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NOW YOU CAN SAVE 30% ON ALL
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CHERRY, OAK AND PINE
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Sale Ends
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badge and said he was an IRS agent,

The two then went Into a confer-
ence room, where the man putled a
revolver and sald he kad a bomb in-
side hls attache case. He ordered the
employee to lead the other employ-
ecs into a restroam.

The man then ordered a teller to
gather money from the teller
drawers and the vault. He put the
money In his attache case.

THE MAN threatened to activate
the bomb with a hand-held clectronie
transmitter, “and blow the place
up,” unless his demands were met or
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* U anyone sounded the alarm, Sgt.

Dennls Rochford said.

Before leaving, the man left the
bomb, which was In an open athletle
bag, under the conference room
table. He threatened to activate the
bomb once outslde If he found ke had
been glven funny money (a pack of
money contalning dye timed to cx-
plode and spew red on both the blils
and the holder).

About 20 minutes after entering
the bank, the man returned to the
waiting cab and asked to be taken a
Tew doors south to the Swensen's [ce
cream parlor, 27841 Orchard Lake.
When he exited the cab, he gave the
driver a $20 bill and asked her to
pick up a business assoclate across
12 Mile Road at the Quality Inn of
Farmington Hills, and bring him
back to Swensen's,

But when the cab driver arrived at
the Quality Inn, no one was waltlng.

The gunman apparently left Swen-
sen's in a waiting car, It was not
known |f ke had an accomplice,

“NO QUESTION about It. It was
well planned,” Chief Dwyer said.

it appcared the gunman knew
banking procedures. “He was very
calm, which makes us believe he
wasn't an amateur,” Sgt. Rochford
sald. “I've never seen an amateur
that cool. The cab driver never sus-
pected anything.” -

A reward of up to $1,000 will be
paid through the Oakland County
Chamber of Commerce Silent Ob-
server program for “informatlon
leading to the arrest and conviction
of the robber.

Call tips to the Farmington Hills
Pollce at 474-6181. 1dentity yourself
as a Sllent Observer and glve a num-
ber that you wlll later recall to
recelve the award, ¢
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Classic Interiors

Fine furniture..where quality costs you less
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