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vhe Farmington Historical C
an Cowley's Old Village lan, on
won Fire of 1872,

Barid Litopot as o siddine schiool
wacher in the Farmmgton Public
Schoals where e teaches a Mich-
sgan history elass He is o mem.
ber of the Farmington Hiils His.
tarical  Coomission and  the
Farmungton - storical Society,

By Duvid Litogot
spacial writer

S HAVE
i people. B .
a1 Lthguakes,  veleanoes

any fires are ajways given
space in historic writings.

It the Midwest, fices are the ca-
lamities that arouse attention: the
Great Chicago Fire, the Great Fires
in the Michigan Thumb region in
1881 1hat killed hundreds and Icfl
thousands homeless

Detroit’s only great fite (other
than during the riols of ine E9R0S) oc-
curred in 1805 and resulted an a tota)
replanning of the city by Jndge
Woodward, including wide streets

the site af the Great Fz...ing-

foolprinis
in hisiory

that radiated from hubs or parks.

Farminglon, tco. had a grezt fire.
e year was 1872 and it was a dry
one. Most of the buildings in down-
town Farmington were made of
wood and built close tagether,

About 2 on the morning of Oet. 9,
fire hroke out it the dry goods store
ut O.B. Smith (Cowley's Inn is locat-
ed there today), The fire spread east-
ward and desteoyed a millinery
shop, a jewelry shop, a shoe store
and two dry gands stores.

SINCE THERE was no fire de-
purtment, a bucket brigade was
formed wsing two by wells as
sources, The effort ed anly the
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The Great Farmington Fire ol 1872 broke out in the dr

stroyed scveral shops,

Farmington Hotel (later called the
Owen House) across the street.

The Masonle Temple, housed in
the second story of Smith’s store,
was destroyed along with atll of the
township clerk's records and, thus,
the carly history of our town,

According to the 1928 anniversary
issue of the Farmington Enterprise,
“bulldings ncar the burning area
were covered with wel robes and
blankets. These dried quickly by the
heat from the fire and had te be
wetted down time and again,”

The Luwrence Simmons House,
33742 12 Mile, west of gron
Roid, has been honored with de:
nation 1 AMchigan Registry of
Historic Sites ama witn @ stute
markes for the juuperay.

Vhe home, i

f victo-

15 huilt vt Micrgs
suyen different type .
bicad” trim s decoralive adorn-
et The hevae das owmlt in 186)
by Sergus Lyon, riuglon carv
. for Joshua Siumnens of
whe binll a home tor cach
rec sons, The howe on 12
s huill fur son, Lawrence,
uved theve for 12 years.
1aen, architeel and builder of
g lun also aoted as g ol
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The Lawreace Simmons House datee back (o the Civil War days of 1861,

Historic site put on registry.

standing  Farmington  eraftstan,
He was also Farmington's first un-
dertaker as well as a stove manu-
facturer and the originator of the
Unlversalist. Chureh in Marming-
on alsa built Greenmeade in
Lavorna for Joshua Simanons

Utheer owners of the home, which
18 8ite No. 391 in the Farmington
Prilis o Historie  Distriet,  were
Baldwin Coonley, Wallace B, Grace
and H.K. Floyd of Kendall Uit Co;
Floyd suhdivided the surrounding
farmland, which bad always been
part of the property, into Kendall-
wood in the early 1950s.

PRESENT OWNI
torie structure
Needels — have

RS of the his-
sen, Swope and
converted the

AANDY DORST 1a1f photogeaphor

huilding into offices for their pro-
fessional use, under the aegis of the
Historic District Commission.

The century-old trees (hat front
the property not only act as a par-
tial noise barrier, but help keep the
19th-century aura of the property,
which has an Icehouse in the rear.

“Waorking tn an historic home
helps deflect some of the siress of
the 20th century,” sai¢ Needels,
who renovated an older home in
Dearborn before moving to Farm-
ington Hllts In 1985.

In the tibrary of the Simmons
House, the murals depicting the
Floyd children on horseback in a
pastoral Farmington have been
preserved.

Bean
Observer & Eccentric
Newspaper carrle
Cail 591-0500
J for details
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SUPER SIDEWALK SALE

| End of Summer Treats for Kids of All Ages

Cuddly onimalg, traln accossocios, dolls, models, books,
gnmos, soldiers, rocking horses, kites, science kits, hobby
matorints, beach 1oys and much, much morot

Tremondous Savings
On Woodon Swing
Equipment
| 7he Doll Fospttal & oy Soldien Shope

| 3947 W. 12 Milo « Berkley « 543-3115 « Mon.-Sat. 10-5¢ Fri. 10-9
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The fate of .the downtown arca
tooked bad until a local farmer came
to the rescue. Chauncey W. Green
lived nearby and was awakened by
the fire. He dashed to town on his
horse and quickly sized up the situa-
tion,

“Born to command, with a voice’
that could be heard above the roar
and din,” he ordered the house be-
longing to Thad Kent be torn down,
Giving instructions, he had ropes
found and men and women pulled
down that stubborn house. The lum-
ber was pulled away and the fire
stopped at the break,

The next day, a traveling sales-
man rode into town, An agressive
Republican still joyaus over bis par-
ty’s success in the recent elections,
he told the citizens: “Gentlemen, we
have lost the city, but saved the
Country.”™

This was humorous even to those
men who had Jost so much in the dls-
aster,

FROM THE ashes, Farmington
rebullt, A new Masonic Temple and
Town Holl was built — a bujlding
that still graces Farmington’s down.
town.

Another fire in 1909 burned Its-

way up lo Farmington Road, start-
ing just north of Grand River and
ending short of the Baptlst Church,

Along the way, it destroyed a
number of barns and houses, includ-
ing that of Sergius Lyon, the local
undertaker. The fire was started ina
barn by youths playlng with fire-
erackers.

The flrst high school in town was
called the Unjon School, It sat ap-
proximately where the retlrement
high-rise sits today. It was bullt in
1888 and hurned in 1918, The early
mornling fire in January of that year
destroyed a good portion of the
building befare the alarm was
turncd in. The 15 tons of coal in the
bascment probably made [irefight~
ing difficult.
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¥ good stores where Cowley's Inn is now. It spread eastward and de-

A NEWER school building next
door was luckily spared. The 115 stu-
dents in the lower grades were given
a few weeks of vacation before
classroom space could be found. A
building to replace the destroyed
building was constructed Jater that
year..

The first Methodist Church in
town sat an a hill on Shiawassce. It
burned to the ground In 1920, thanks
in part to a twisted hosc and low wa-
ter pressure, The Methodists rebuilt
on Grand River.

There have been many fires since.
Fortunately today, we have depend-
able firefightlng service, fire hy-
drants and an alert cltizenry.

Sources: The Farmington En-
terprise, 1928 Anttiversary lssue;
Heritage Home of Farmingon,
Ruth R. Mochlman; Farmington:
A Pictorial History, Lee S. Peel

Fall Suiting
$79~%99

Have we got suits! And at great value prices, too! Choose trom a tre-
mendous selection of new fall suits for career dressing in tweeds, her-
ringbones, nubby blends, dots, pin stripes, ond solids. They're made
of wool, wool blends, and gabardine in foll brights like jade. royal,
purple and red. You'll love ‘em. Junior and misses sizes.
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T Huntinglon Wood:

improvemeit

Your child will gain one full
grade lcvel in just 36 hours,
Guaranteed.

For more information on how Sylvan
can guarantee your child’s academic

J slease call: 643-7323.

Sylvan

30 West Big Beaver Road, Suite 101
Tray, Michigan 48084 g
Chirlotte Terry, Director,

Lindn Hongland, Directar
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