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Yo?f"-ho,lyo-ho, it’s off to catch Coho we go

MANISTEE, MICHIGAN: The flsh
boil Is almost ready, with Jack Ham-
mond tending the pot over an open
fire. We're lucky to be here, because
a fish boil Is a private affair, an eve-
ning meal that charter boat captains
and thelr familics sometimes caok
for themselves after the charter
boats are In, the flsh have been
cleaned and the work Is done for the
day,

We have been salmon {ishing on
the Ginger Brandy with Caplatn Joe
S m—\Yol(f and bis wifc,
Ann, of Southfield,
and we hil the
. Jjackpot before we

‘ had been out an
,ll‘ hour: seven fish,
7% J* three over 15
pounds, and only
vne that got away.
Iris 4 Wollf Is presi-

ent of the Michi-

JOL gan Charter Boat
Asseciation (MCBA). lis 300 mem-
bers fish salmon and trout on Lake
Huron; walleye, mnuskie and bass on
Lake St. Clalr; walleye and bass on
Lake Erie; some salmon but mostly
lake trout on Lake Superior; and
salmon and trout on Lake Michigan,
This Lake Michigan coastline Is
where most of the charter boats ply
thelr trade.

At

CHARTER BOAT fishing is o $59
millien business in Michigan, when
you count the money it brings into
various arcas In lodging, meals and
other assoclated expenses.

Wolff and his fellow captains sus-
pected fishing was big business, but
they were delighted when it was
made official by a 1985 study done
by Michigan State University's Coop-
erative Extension Service and Agri-
culture Experiment Statlan,

We talked about charter fishing as
Hammond added the traditional one
pound of sait 10 the pot, with the usu-
al ritual protests. He assured us that
the salt was only to help the water
boll and would niot be tasted In the
food. He was right, altheugh I still
don’t understand why.

We talked aBout the business of
fishing, but mostly we talked about
today's catch. 1 was fishing with my
pholagmplmxh}\usbnnd, Micky, and
with Suc Wagher of the Michigan
Travel Bureau,

REAL FISIIERMEN go out white
it Is still dark, but we had sald 7
am., and when we pulled up at 7:30
a.m, they were all waiting for us on
the Glnger Brandy: Joe and Ann
Wolff along with Jack and Marilyn
Hammond. .

Jack Hammond retired to his fish.
ing boat after 33 years with the fish-
eries division of the state, maost of it
in staff positlons overscelng the
hatcheries. He was the distrlet blolo-
glst in this area when the coho and
chinook salmon were introduced to
the lakes in 1966 and 1967, and he
has been catehing those blg beautics
ever since,

His boat is called Sheneda, “'you
know, she neceds thls and she needs
that and It always costs $800.”

We cased out of Selberg's marlna,
past hoats with names like Sweet
Dreams, and down the channe! that
leads through the town of Manlstee
to Lake Michigan, with Ann Wolff
giving us the gulded tour. Ann teach-
es at Berkely High School and is
“first mate on land and sea"; she
loves fishing boats even more than
Joe does.

ON OUR RIGHT was the Memori-
al Drive projeet, walkways and gras-
sy hills built by Michlgan youths un-
der state supervision. On our left
was a boat called look Jaw, owned
by Detroit Tiger pitcher Jack Mor-
ris. A town park and a Coast Guard

WHAT A CATCH: Travel writer Iris Sanderson
Jones takes a proud legk at the salmon she
caught with the help of Captain Joe Wollt

(ABOVEY}, skipper of the charte

station bracket the mouth of the riv-
er, where Captaln Joe made radlo
contact with boats already on the
lake.

Joe was a writer and editor at the
Detroit News for years, flshing on
the slde, untll he took up charter
Hishing full time in the late seventles.

“Connie Gall, this is Ginger Bran-
dy WRB9575."

“I'm into the third bank and inte
105 feet of water,” the radio valee
replied. “We had a flurry but T've
only seen one fish,”

The Glnger Brandy began to
thump against choppy waler as soon
as we entered the lake, and I began
to wonder if I should have taken a
dremamine before I left the dock.
Sometlmes this water Is a panc of
glass, but [f the waves get higher
than four feet Joe stays on shore. To-
day was a good aclive water day for
fishing.

WE JOINED the rest of the flcet
an “the shell," a stretch of lake adja-
cent to a land formatlon called the
Three Bears. Ann look the wheel
while Joe organized and hooked up
the seven flshing poles, in thefr shiny
chrome holders at the back of the
beat. She can hook, haul, swab and
do cverything he can do, but for the
moment her job Is to keep the boat
on course.

I had just said “no falr catching
fish while you're still letting the
lines out,” when the flrst blg salmon
struck.

“Who's going to take it?” Joe hol-
lered, and there I was trylng to
brace myself against the lurching
deck, with a humungous fishing pole
jammed inte my stomach and a flsh
running for its life. P've always sus-
pected 1t is the captaln and the boat
that cateh the fish, and I was right,

“Kecp the pole up high! Keep the
line taut! Be ready to reel in fast if
he turns toward us!”

IT SEEMED llke hours later, but
it was only 20 mlnutes, when Joe
leaned down with a net and scooped
up my {Ish. Note that: “my fish.” By
that time Micky was struggling with
anothier one and the deck was awash
with water.

Ann and Joe cleaned us up, resct
the lines and haif an hour later they
all went off like firecrackers,
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r boat “Ginger
n_“_'}lnc four! Whe's going to take

“Line Seven!”

ninel.”
‘There were four people hauling
them in and one fish that got away
by sheer neglect before the exelte-
ment dled down. By that time I was
a very pale shade of green and
watching the horlzon; the horizon
doesn’t move so you always watch it
when your stomach rebels at sca,

WE PROBABLY would have sunk
the boat with salman, but they final-
1y took pity on me and we went in.

The fish boll Is ready now and my
stomach feels Just fine, so “my fish"
is getting bigger with cvery retell-
Ing. Jack llammond [s almost ready
to serve the fish boll, the corn is
ready to cat and Toots Dean stops
working long enough to joln the
crowd that is gathered at the tables
in front of her mobile home,

Toots and Emil Dean have been
fishing here for 19 years; Emil |s
consldered the dean of charter fish.
Ing in these parts. He was worklng
for the rallway when he had a se-
rious aceldent in the 1960s. He was
paralyzed when he moved up here
and he never really expected 1o work
agaln,
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NOTICE

HUNDREDS OF COUPLES TO

RECEIVE DELUXE CAUISES TO

THE MEXICAN RIVIERA OR
‘THE CARIBBEAN

You can now have a luxury cruise
for 8 days and 7 nights In deluxe
nccommodations for only $249
por person. You can fake this
trip anytimo from Oct. 4, 1988
untll Doc. 31, 1988,

LIMITED AVAILABILITY
Thoso crulses aro avallable on a
first como, 1izs1 serve basis 10 any
couple over 21 years of age.

Call (313) 569-4525
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k out Joe, there goes line

PNolo/MICKY JONES

Brandy.” Sue Wagner (at RIGHT) of the Michi-
gan Travel Bureau was along 1o help catch
the salmon she is holding.

THE COHO and chinook salmon
were Intreduced to the Jakes late in
that deeade, and by 1968 they were
ready to catch.

“That first year I started fishing
on the first of May, and ! fished eve.
ry day untli the mliddle of July be-
fare I'caugn a full time basis: on the
lake in summer and up the cold Man-
istee River in winter.

*“The number of fishing boats grew
at a regular rate until about three
years ago,” he sald. “Then there was
an explosion of new charter boats,
Today there are about 1,000 charter
boats in Michigan,

Only a few of the charter boat
captalns are full-timers lke Emil, or
full-time-in-scason like Joe Wolft.
Many are In the school system and
charter full time during July and
August or are fishing addicts who
take charters out for a month in
stmmer to pay for their expensive
addictio

n.
HOW DO YOU plck a charter
G
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boat? Most peaple find their charter
by word of mouth, but the Michlgan
Charter Boat Assoclation, with the
help of the Michlgan Travel Burcau,
Is in the process of publishing a
booklet on the subject.

It will list all charter boats, not
Just those that are members of

MCBA, with enough informatlon to
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Charter flshing boats start the sea-
son south around St. Joscph and
move north as the summer goes on,
Yeu can find them docked at any of
the marinas In towns llke Grand Ha- *
ven, Ludington, Manlstee, Frankfort,
ote. Fees average $55 a persan for
half a day, $75 for a full day. There *
is usually a four-person minimum.

help the otherwlse unlnformed: how

long the captain has been fishing,
what kind of equipment he has and
other things,

That booklet will probably be

ready for distribution carly in 1987,
but don’t wait untii then to catch
your next salmon. August Is the big
month for salmon, as the fish feed In
preparation for spawning,

Call the Michigan Travel Bureau .
toll-free at (800) 292-2520 or stop at *
any tourist center for information on -
travel In the area, and about fisking
leenses and scasons. Cail (517) 373-
0908 for taped flshing Information,
from the Department of Natural Re-
sources, or cail thelr Pontlac office
at 66-1500,
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GRAND HOTEL
Mackinac Island
Sopl. 1-3 of 3-5, 1986

Akrf

TRAVERSE CITY
FALL COLOR TOUR
SEPT. 26-28 or OCT.3-§

TRIPINCLUDED
* ORCHESTAA SEAT FOR CATS, ST PM.
+2 RIIHT HOTEL

+RT. MOTORCOACH
: - AT, MOTORCOACH
AN HOE TORACKOAL BLAND. *2NIGHTS PARK PLACE HOTEL
+2 COMPLETE DAFAKFASTS =2 COMPLI INNI
+QUIDED HORSE & BUGGY TOUA OF ISLAND =GLIDED TOUR OF TRAVERSE CITY BAY AREA
+ALL TAXES. TIPS AND BAGGAQE HANDLINO +2 COMPLETE BREAKFASTS
+GPECIAL SEHIOR DISCOUNT ¢ s
AVE % 165 soom. 160 oom
, ‘ TORONTO | NASHVILLE
THEATRE WEEKEND | OCT. 18-19 AND OCT. 23-26
SR M OACH
ALL WEEKENDS THRU JAN, | ;A% MoT0nC0MCH

o] -1 D OLE OPRY
~ADMISS(ON TO OPRYLARD & MOREN

+OINNER CALISE
+3 COMPLETE BREAKFASTE
~TIEKET 70 GRANI

21,
OCT, 3-5, 4-6, 5-7, 1012, 11-13, 12-14
TAIP IKCLUDES
*RLT.MOTORCOACH +2 NIGHIS HOTEL
+2 COMPLETE BREAKFASTS o2 COMPLETE {UNCHES
+2COMPLETE IXNNERS +3S00LOCKS BOAT CAUISE.
+DAEATHTAKING TOUR ABOARD "COLOR TRAIN®

+RT. MOTORCOACH
+5IAVICE OF EXPERENCED TOUA QUIDE 3249 oon
129 woon.
AGAWA CANYON «ﬂ ELGIN HOUSE
COLOR TRAIN MUSKOKA LAKE, ONTARIO
EPT. 18-2, BEPT.20-23

#RT.MOTGRCOACH
+4DAYS - J NIGHTS ELOIN HOUSE RESORT
+3 COMPLETI

+ DINHER IHEATRE & ENTERTAINMENT EACH

N
+SCENIC BOAT CRUISE & MANY EXTRAS

*R.T, MOTORCOACH
+2 NIGHTS VICTORL.
» 3 DELICIOUS DINN|

+2 COMPLETE BREAKFASTS

#4198 pon

$189 oo %149 $250 soon
STRATFORD FESTIVAL THANKSGIVING CRUISE
BEPY, 12-14 NoV, 1960

HURRY...DON'T MISS THE SHIPY

CRUISE THE CARIBBEAN.. SAN JUAN,
ST. THOMAS, 8T. MAARTIN, BARDADOS,
ARD MORTINIGUE

INCLUDES:

SRLT. AIROET. TO BAN JUAN

»7 DAY CALISE (AN Meais)

+TRANSFERS AKD PORT TAXES

FR. *1072 y.ou

ATTENTION GROUP LEADERS: Bor!

Joy Tours speclalize In custom mado

group travel (o ony daeatinaticn al i

lowost gosslbleémcu and highost
qunllly.l Try us and peo! SCHOOLS-GROUPS-CLUBS, CALL FOR GOOD
DEALS!
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