Entertainment

Ethel Simmons editor/644.1100

@he Zccentric Newspapers

Thursday, August 14, 1886 O&LE

FRPEN

Ciesbesseanaanz

Dana Gamarra, entertainment director of the Michigan Re-
naissance Festival, is dressed as Robin Hood, one of the
characters featured at the annua! outdoor cvent Satur-
days-Sundays through Sept. 28,

By Loulse Okruteky
staff wrlter

HEY'RE WILLING to fill
the shoes of kings or
fools, queens or wenches,

And for six consccutive
weckends, they'll juggle, joust and
jest their way through the history
and tomfoolery of the Michlgan
Renalssance Festival.

About 110 performers will put tn
10-hour days playlng 16th-century
festlval characters, ranging from
tradesmen to beggars. Many audi.
tloned for thelr parts; others be-
longed to special imterest groups.
While a number of them come
ready cquipped wlith juggling and
jousting skllls, most of them were
chosen because they appeared to be
“loud, enthuslastle and crazy,” suld
Dana Gamarra, the festival's en-
tertainment dircetor.

The seventh apnual Michigan
Renalssance festival is set for each
weekend from Saturday, Aug. 16,
to Sunday, Sept. 28, Including La-
bor Day. This year's festival is at a
new locatlon one mile north of
Mount Helly ski resort on Dixle
Highway (U.S. 10} between Pentlac
and Flint, Until then, many of the
preparatlons are handled through
the festlval's offlce In Blrmingham,

“We want someone who's really
energetic and wants to have fun. If
this person wants to have fun, then
the patren has fun,” Gamarra sald.
There’s hope for the equally deter-
mined but less effusive, “There are
those who come to auditlon who
are really quiet ana shy, We put
them in places like the Children’s
Dell, where they can work one on
one withthey -

theater. Gamarra describes it as
one of the larger examples of en-
semble performing.

Patrons strolling through the
streets are In danger of stumbling
into the center of a skit. A special
tirget are people who look as if
they were dragged to the site by a
parent, spouse or friend. Reluctant
guests are put into the llmellght,
encouraged to partlclpate. “We'll
even entertain them out to their
car In the parking lot,” Gamarra
sald.

Worklng the exit gate, they'll
sidle up to peaple leaving with a
frown and, glancing at the group
coming Into the nearby entrance,
plead, “Excuse me, my lord, can
you smile so these people comlng
in belleve you had the time of your
life 2"

Festlval arganlzers admlt that
some patrons have the time of
their lives if they're left alone, Ac-
tors learn to look Into a visltor's
eyes before involving the person in
a skit. If a visitor dodges the ae-
tor's gaze, it's assumed that the
person wants to be left alung.

In a crowd, the actor will touch
someene on Lhe shoulder before en-

“gaging that person. If the visitor

pulls away, it's taken as a cue to
look for another accomplice,
“Those (actors) who are good will
80 to the person right next to (the
reluctant one),” Gamarra sald.

FOR THE ACTOR, the challenge
Nes in keeplng in character for the
better part of a day. “It’s awazing
1o watch the actors work and keep
it fresh for nine hours,” he sald,

1t has its rewards. “As a street

IN THE DELL, children can col-
or, play games and at the ¢nd of
the day, participate in their own
knighting ceremony. Adulls who'd
rather wander lhe 8%-acre site
discover that the style of entertain.
ment falls somewhere between
Greentield Village and gucrrilla

» when you see the reac-
tion of a child, because It's one on
one, it's a rush. To watch them just
be amazed and in total awe, This
isn't television. There’s no proscen-
lum separating you from the audi-
ence as there Is in the theater. This
1s real live theater,” Gamarra sald.

And a reai llve audience doesn’t
hesltate to talk back to the per-
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ng on the grass are Mngglé Patton (teft) as a

Characters enjoy a Renaissance
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wench, Chuck Greenia as the town crier and Stephanle

Greenficld as a fair maiden,

formers. “People come up to you
and test you. They'd like to think
they know more than you do. So
you play the game. And [n the pro-
<ess everyone learns a little more
history,” he sald.

Each year, the festival hosts Wil-
ltam Shakespeare for a weekend.
“People will come up to him to see
how much he really knows. They'll
ask hlm questions and {ry to catch
him.* Gamarra grlnned. *The man
has a doctorate In literature, He's
an expert.” This year, the play-
wright visits Saturday-Sunday,
Aug. 23-24,

Wild and crazy casting gives way
to serious and regal when the festi-
val's king and queen are chosen,
“We chose them through auditlons,
We look at how they handle one-on-
one improvlsations, We took for a
regalness and at how [unny they
can be. Malnly, we want to know
what they're like when they're se-
rious.”

THIS YEAR relgning monarchs

M’arch and Janet McCarty of Dav-
Isburg will rencw their wedding
vows during the festival's Renals-

sance Romance weekend, Satur- .

day-Sunday, Sept. 6-7,

Youngsters who are first-time |

festival performers are enrolled in
the academy, an open-air {raining
program on the grounds where
they learn the basles of hawking,
juggling, stage combat and Impro-
visation. “It helps. It's not turnlng
pevple out there,” Gamarra said.

Each group has 13 studcnts. “I've
been really surprised with some of
the people who've come out of the
academy.” Whether .watching a
street character or a jouster,
Gamarra said, he enjoys secing
how thelr skiils have grown,

And he's grown as part of hls af-
filiation with the festlval. Before
he became involved with the event,

he dldn’t have a serions interest in " |

Renalssance history. “Personally, 1
was Into kabukl.”
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8th ANNUAL

Sunday, August 17th

““SUNDAY IN THE COUNTRY”’

A $38.00 parking fee and proceeds from concessions benefit the Internationat
Order of Alhambra whose efforts assist the Mentally Retarded and
Handicapped. Picnicing is permitted. Food, pop, beer and wine coolers are
available. Cans, bottles and alcoholic beverages cannot be brought into the site.
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Located at: 16 Mile Road (Metro Pkwy.)

Just East of Schohenerr
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12:00 Noon until 10:00 P.M. at FREEDOM HILL in Sterling Heights
* T.G. SHEPPARD ~ BOBBY BARE *» LACY J. DALTON *

. ... PLUS Continuous music by DETROIT’S BEST:

e A.C. & THE KENTUCKY FOX e STILLWATER .« COMPANY STORE
LARRY LEE ADKINS & HANGIN' TREE
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