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Baritone returns to ‘hometow

By Ethel Simmons
staft wrlter

I caught up with Lewis Dale von
at

Meadow Brook Music Festival's
three-group homage to the 1960s on
Saturday should have opencd with
the Mamas and the Papas. Macken-
zie Phillips of ¥V-sitcom “Onc Day
At A Time" fame and her dad, John
Phillips, stole the night, and It's un-
fortunate that they came on last
while the sudience was doing its
usual dashing out of the concert
grounds te beat the rush on I-75.

The people who left missed “Cal-
ifornia Dreaming,” casily the hest
number of the evening. Mackenzie,
i young woman with an appealing
voice, wonderful movements and
great  wit, grncc(u!ly thanked

“those who stayed.”

s ang the Papas should have
opened with “Califernia Dreaming”
and Spanky McFal
rendition of “Sunday
the Same.” Denny Doh
member of the group, came alive
while Spanky was singing.

THE GROUP SWUNG into the
the loose-limbed, folk-rock, ecasy
sound iU's famnous for oo Jate in the
evening. All four are excellent mu-
sicians. They pot off on the wrong
foot doing numbers that atluded to
'G0s culture,

It was a Niance of audicnce
and m all night long, and
adily enough, xne best group of the
three that sang Friday night bore

the brunt of the discom(ort evinced
by the audience.
Mama Cass, who choked on a

I\/Iamas and Papas
are best of evening

sandwich and dled, and Michelle
Phillips, who's no longer with the
group, have left a void. But the
down-lome, good-famlly fecllng
and the lively, seasaned musiclan-
ship Is stil) there.

The Mamas and 1ihe Papas
gamely played on, despite skunks
that came too near the pavllion, the
departing crowds and the mixed
reactlons of the audience.

The Association, looking faintly
ominous dressed In snow-white
snits (singer Larry Roameos In
shades and a wide-brimmed hat),
opened with “Windy,” and collected
lots of applause with “Double My
Love.” Borrowing from the Mamas
and the Papas’ use of cowbells,
marimbas, tambourines — simple
Instruments combined with sophls-
ticated elecirlc guitars and heavy
amplitication on drums and piano
— the Assocliation dld a medley
{rom “The Blg Chill," “Just Waik
Away” and a good rendition of
“Along Come Mary.” It's a smaooth
bunch, and ihe group finlshed as It
had begun, with the crowd pleaser
“Windy."

GARY LEWIS and the Playboys,
the opening act, looked llke the
kids who play gultars In the garage
next door, Dressed In yellow socks,
black tight: ather pants, Joud
shirts, long hair and punk hairdos
(which were not part of the '60s
dress code), the Playboys kept up a
loud, steady beat through eight
songs.

Logan Alrport in
Boston — on the phone, that is. He
was between planes and headed for a
comblnatlon work/rest stint before
heading to Detroit for a weekend ap-
pearance at the Meadow Brook Mu-
sic Festival,

The baritone from Birmingham
graduated from Seaholm High
School, went on to college studles In
musle and theater and then to a ca-
reer as an opera and Broadway pops
night singer,

His famlly stil} lives in the Detrolt
area and will be out In full force to
hear him perform when Mceadow
Brook presents its Laser Light Spee-
tacular and “Music from the Great
Motion Pictures” at 8:30 p.m. Frl-
day-Saturday.

Under the ba(on of acclalmed con-
ductor Erich Kunzel, the Meadow
Brook Festlval Orchcstrﬂ will play
movie hits, and Schlanbusch will be
solalst for several numbers.

HE WAS good-natured about being
“Included in the Jaser spectacular”

He snid he did a show last falt with
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
and his name wasn’t even on the pro-
gram, but his appearance there led
to the Meadow Brook booking.

This time, the word Is out that ke
will be performing near his home-
town. The general public, as well as
family and [rlends, Is belng clued tn
to hls appearance.

“I'll be doing a handful of num-
bers,” he,sald. “There's a new ar-
rangement of an old western song,
‘0K, Corral "

‘The nine-minute plece Is about the
legendary gunfight. Schianbusch said
the score is by Dmitri Tiomkin, who
scored so many blg westerns Includ-
Ing “Gunfight at the OK Corral.”

Schlanbusch also will sing “Moon
River” from “Breakfast at Tiffany's™
and “Heartlight,” a Neal Dlamond
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Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Qut Orders
Seechuan and Mandarin

Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM + Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat. 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PFM

469 S. Woodward - Birmingham

644-2913
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« DANCING
« FASHION SHOWS
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PRIVATE
PARTIES
WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

cALL 537-7500

21413 W. EIGHT MILE
(BETWEEN LAHSER & EVERGREEN)
MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

\r{r COUNTRY...
" Historic Amherstburg
. and Brunch at the

; Navy Yard Restaurant
4] Customers ncclaim us a3 one
(o of the best in the arca.

Just drive over « it's a lovely

W drive along the river, Bonters

x"".

also welcome, Remember to
bring proper identification
and leave time for customs,
Special Sunday
Exchange

3 35% on US, MONEY
B Every Sundag untit Further Notice
‘ Sleep late on Sunday or nfter
." church you'll love Sundny
l' dinncr at the Navy Yard -
Wi cool. comfertable Tiverside
l?- dinlng.

Brunch 11:30 to 2:30
Dinner 3:30 to 9:00
Open 7 Days a Week

252 Dathousle St.
Amhorslburg. Ont.
8-736-8474

hit, only thls Iime. ‘an extraterres-
trlal will appear.”

The singer sald he received a the-
ater and tusic degree from Ollvet
College and then got a master's in
vocal performance from Indlana
University. He was at the university
1976-82, remalning on to teach volee
and perform in the opera program,

AFTER THAT, he started to
break away to more pop-orlented
musle. *Broadway-type nights, the
‘Best of Broadway.' I've been dolng
that for four or {ive years,” he sald,

The new turn In his career came
when, “I was Introduced to Erlch
Kunzel, ene of the leading pops con-
ductors In the country.”

Schlanbusch found himself on the
crest of opportunily to perform this
kind of musle.

“Ltke thc Meadow Brook thing,
there are so many more festlvals
across the country.

“I do find it en]uynblc. he sald,
tatking about singing Broadway
show tunes, “It's quite different Irom
belng in the opera, where you're fac-
Ing the audience and hoping the pub-
lic catches on.”

Broadway nights aren’t iimited to
summer festivals, either, Schlan-
husch can appear on this kind of pro-
gram year-round. “Lots of orches-
tras have pop scries, along with the
classte,” he said.

Dolag caslly recognizable tunes
has its rewards, “That's the satisfy-
Ing thing. You see people’s eyes llghl
up,”hesald.

DURING THE last few years, the
barltone has sung at Rodgers and
Hart evenings and done highlights
from Lerner and Lowe, to name just
a few of the nights’ themes.

“l did Cole Porter last night in
Chicago at Ravlnia,” he sald. “Fri-
day and Saturday night I sang at the
Hollywood Bowl. We picked from all
the classle Broadway shows"
evcrlhlng from Jerome Kern to

“It was a historical outline of the
Bro:ldw;ly musleal theater in Amerl-

Schlnnbusch who put the “von”
back in the family name, is the son
of Sue and Lowell Schinnbusch,

“Dad's an Eplscopal prlest and has
a parish in Madlson Heights. The
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Lewis Dale von

Bir wlll sing at

fro
Meadow Brook Music Fastival this woskond,

family now Ilves
Heights,” he said.

The family was ralsed In Birming-
ham. Since becoming a singing star,
ISl.'h"lnnbusch lived briefly in Connect-
cut.

in Sterilng

“The last year or so I've been sort
of a gypsy,” he satd. “Last month 1
purchased a house in Berkley, Mich.,
whlch Irent out past time to my slsA
ter,”

Locking back to his years at
Seaholm, he sald, “I can blame that
for where I am now.”

He dld “Guys and Dolls,” and
*South Paclfle,” which opened the
school's new Wagner Audltorium,
with him singlng Lt. Cable.

Before relurning to Detrolt for his
Meadow Brook appearance, Schlan-
busch had planncd to spend a few

days on a yacht with conductor Kun-
zel.

“I DO A LOT of salling with Erich
Kunzel,” he sald. “He Is having a new
yacht budlt for him, but it's not
ready.”

Instead of Massachusetts, Schlan-
busch s golng with Kunzel to Malne,
where they will look over the music
for a new project.

Anticipating her son's visit to
Mcadow Brook, the singer's mother,
Sue Schlanbusch, said earller this
week, “We're very thritled for him,
1t's something he’s werked hard for.”

She said Lewis Is the only profes-
sional singer in the famlly, but that
her daughter is a couniry and Chrls-
tlan folk singer, who performs at
weddlngs and other events.
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Eloquent American Cuisine in a
Warm Country Atmosphere
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* Pasta Capri
* Skewered Chicken au Naturel
¢ Celestian Vegetarian Sautee

All enteees include tossed salad wi
of homemade soup du jout, bread
of beverage.

Enjoy Our
EARLY EVENING DINNERS

for only $6%5 Mon.-Sat, 4-6 p.m.

y.

* Carch of the Day (changes daily)
* Sierea Pasta
* Chicken Grille Monte Carlo

ith your choice of dressing ot a cup
and butser service and your choice

Butter Pecan Pie
Cheesecake

! Poppy Seed Cake

~and with this ad gec s FREE DESSERT with ealy exening dinnct
Alsacian Apple Torte Hot Fudge Sundae

L

Mud Pie
lce Cream
White Choc.Chip Moussy

/24

Experlence A Dynasty Weekend

Based on space availability.

$99 oog::ncm

*Price does not incluede tax or fips.
{limousine within 20-milc rudius)
Additional night $45.00

Noi valid for geaups or other
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Cocktafl dinte:
ervice ovalinble Monday
thru Saturday beginning a1 6 p.m.
For reservatlons call 559-6500

supcrb continental culsine,
#ifine Wines and impeccable
service. The critiés agree Stlaan
nal dining experience..
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