Growth spurs library’s future

By Joanne Maliszowski
stadf writor

"HERE TO put an expect-
ed more than 270,000
books in the year 2001

Is a question Farming-
ton Community Library officlals are
beginning to consider.

Continued trom Pago 1

that we needed to expand,” Papal
sald, “We analyzed what changes
would be needed to serve the publie,
what:the problems are. It became
apparent we have needs.”

THE TMP study concludes that
while the 38,000-squarc-foot Hills
branch has kept pace with the 1l
brary's increasing usage and ser.
vices in its 15 years, it Is outgrowing
its space and, by the early 1990s, will
be in need of expanston.

“The growth of both the popula-
tion of Farmington and Farmington
Hills and the size of the Hbracy's cale
Icetion have placed a straln on the
lbrary’s physical facllitics,” accord-
ing to the TMP study. “To provide
the level and quality of servlces that
the community has come to expect
and demand, a well-planned expan-
sion program Is in order.”

Assoclales — designers of
the Hills branch In the carly 1970s —
propesc an estimated $3 million,
two-story, 25,500-square-foot expan-
sion Immediately north of the exlst-
ing facility, 32737 12 Mile. The ex-
panston would link al one point with
the existing branch. But the Hills fa.
eility's stoplng roof prahibits a total
connectlon between old and new
i'lcru&s the front of the existing build-
ng.

TMP Assoclates were not charged
with providing a deflnitive architee-
tural design but were able to deter-

-mine estimated costs based on the 11-

brary’s space needs. The $3 milllon
estimated price tag includes site
work, construction, renovation and
remodeling costs, plus a 10 percent
contingency.

Consulants also determined that
the only direetion In which an expan-
slon could be made would be north of
the existing building. An expansion
south of the building would requlre
reducing the 213-car parking lot.
Lack of spuce prohibits expanslon to
\htlrdcnst or west of the branch, Papai
sa

And that's just the number of
boaks the Farmington Hills branch Is
expecied to have by the turn of the
century.

When the Farmington branch's ex-

pected 60,000-volume collectlon is
added, library officials will be faced
with finding cnough storage and
shelf space to house almost 331,000
volumes,

v

Study calls for expanded library

Library officiala and archi

say

is for

the downtown Farmington branch of the Farmington Commu-
nity Library. At 18,000 square feet, the branch is at maximum
size for its locatlon at 23550 Liberty.

ADDING FLOORS to the cxisting
library is also out of the questlon be-
cause of the building's cathedral-
type cellings.

“The extsting building presents an
architectural challenge to being ex-
panded. The bullding exhlblts an
overall completeness which reslsts
outright expanslon,” according to
the study,

Using TMP's two-story concept,
the upper level could provide addl-
tional room for adult collections and
seatlng, browsing collectlon and au-
dlovisual department. The lower
level would provide staff space, stor-
age and children's area and mechan-
ical equipment.

Although the TMP study will be
included In the five-year plan, an ex-
pansion of the Hills faclllty would
not be accomplished within that
time perlod. Yet Papai saild she be-

leves the plan should serve library
and clty officials’ long-term plan-
ning needs. And there's little doubt
that with the area's expanding
growth rate, library expansion wlil
be necessary, she added.

“I am as concerned as anyone
about wise expenditure of tax dol-
lars. But this I8 not frivolous. We an-
tlclpate there will truly be a need.
By 1990, '81 or '92, it's going to be
difficult to operate eut of thls build-
ing. It will be physically limited,”
Papal said,

Library offlclals anticipate fi-
nancing other capital improvements
that will be documented n the five.
year plan, but “we can't anticipate
the library belng able to fund a $3
million library addition,” Papal sald.

OFFICIALS ARE hoping that the
Farmington and Farmington Hills
city councils would include a pro-

short takes

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, carned a pro-
motion or are planning a new
venture or project — and there's

Far ea busi an-

Coalltion for Clean Water.

Aleng with nine other board of di-
rectors members, he wlll set policies
and direct the activities of Soil and

aF
gle — we'd like to hear from you
S0 we cun share your news item
with other Farmington Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024,

® REPRESENTS HILLS

Farmington Hills wlli have repre-
scatatlon on the Homcarama ‘87
committee, builders corps and lial-
son group.

Homearama ‘87, a multi-mlitlon
dollar cluster of 12 pew homes bullt
for publle display by the Bullders
Associatlon of Scutheastern Mlchi-
gan, whl have its fourth annual run
Sept. 25 to Oct. 12 in western Wayne
County.

For the fourth year, the commit-
tee will be chaired by Donald Pratt
of Huntington Woods, president of
Wake-Pratt Enterprises Inc. of Troy.

Committee, bullders corps and
lfalson group members locally are:
Janct and James Compo of Farm-
{ngton Hills, bullders group mem-
bers ‘and vlce president and presi-
dent, respectlvely, of James D, Com-
po Inc. of Farmington Hills; and Lar-
ry Rospierski of Farmington Hills,
bullders group member and presl-
dent.of Long Lake Bullding Co. of
Farmlingten Hills,

© NAMED DIRECTOR

Farmington Hllls resident Ken.
neth -Kramer, president of Soil and
Materlals Englneers Inc. was named
director of the Consulting Enginecers
Council of Michlgan.

Founded In 1964, Soll and Mater{-
als Engincers is a consulling flrm
speclallzing In geotechnleal engl-
neerlng and construction material
evaluatlon services. The maln office
is In Livonia, with branch offices in
Ann ‘Atbor, Batlle Creck, Bay City
and Lanslng. The flrm employs a
professional staff of 35 englneers

Englneers,

Kramer, co-founder and president
of Soil and Materials Englneers, has
been invelved [n all aspects of opera-
ting an engincering consulting flrm,
Including staff development, mar.
keting, finance and project manage-

ment,

He ls involved in the Ameriean So-
ciety of Clvll Englneers, the Ameri-
can Concrete Institute, the National
and Michigan Socletics of Profes-
sional Engineers, the Engincering
Society of Detroit and the Assocla-
tion of Soil and Foundatlon Engi-
neers.

® APPOINTED MANAGER

Rea} Estate Onc Reglonal Vice
President Genevieve Conrad has ap-
pointed Mary Ann Grawl a3 mana-
ger of the Farmington Hllls sales
office, 29630 Orchard Lake.

The Soulhfield resldent jolned
Real Estate One as a sales assoclate
in 1980, For the past two years, she
has been manager of the company'’s
Lathrup Village office, It was in that
role Grawl attalned star offlce man-
ager status for outstanding sales vol-
ume produced by the office under
her management,

She has served on the South Ook-
land County Board of Realtors board
of dircctors and has chalred this
board’s Realtor Associate Commit-

Real Estate One is the largest real
cstate company in Michigan and the
largest privately owned real estate
company in the nation.

® ELECTED PRESIDENT
Patrlcla Harkness of Farmington
Hills was clected president of the
Travelers Ald Soclety of Detroit
board of dlrectors. She has been a
board member for several years.
Travelers Ald is the United Foun-
dation agency that provides direct
emergency assistance for Individu-
als In transit. It has offices at Metro-
politan Detroit Alrport, . the

an an P
port staff of 65,

In:his newly appointed position,
Kramer will be ible for coor-

us and the
David Whitney Buildlng In down-
town Detrolt.

serves on the boards for

‘dinating the activitles of six organ-
Izations outside of the Sofl and Mate-
rials.Engineers: the Construction In-
dustey Counctl of Southeastern Mich-

the Children's Center of Wayne
County and the Metropolltan Ageney
for Retarded. She serves on the
council for the Tribute Fund of Unit-
ed C

Igan, the Buslness A d for a
Strong Economy, the Michigan
Councll of Professional, Sclentific

Services. .

© NAMED CHAIRMAN
HIls resident Anne

and Inter-
pro, the Owners, Engincers, Contrac-
tors Organization and the Michigan

Borg, executive dircctor of (Lhe
Women's Survlval Center, is serving

as soclal agencics unlt chairman for
the 1986 Unlted Way of Pontiac-
North Oakiand fund-ralsing cam-
palgn.

Borg Is 2 member of the volunteer
campeign team of community lead-
ers planning this year's campalgn.
Women's Survlval Center s one of 58
agencles providing services funded
by the United Way of Pontiac-North
QOakland,

The efforts of this graup will re-
sult in 3,000 volunteers canvassing
north Qakland County this fall to
ralse money to support the agency
services funded by the United Way
of Pontiac-North Oakland, -

The reporting phase of the 1986
United Way of Pontlac-North Oak-
land fund-raising campalgn will run
from Sept, 18 through Nov. 6. Last
year's United Way campaign raised
$4.3 million. .

® ATTENDS EXPOSITION

Among the 6,000 persons attend-
ing the 1986 Summer SA/Showcase
of Speelalty Advertising Association
International in St, Louls, Mo, was
Sandy Berris, vice president of Ad-
vertising Specialties Ltd., Farming-
ton Hills.

Advertising specialties are useful
items Imprinted with an advertiser's
name or message and distributed
wlithout obligation to the reclplent.

Farmington
®bgeruer

{USPS 187.840)
Publishod every Monday and Thurs-
day by Obsarvor & Eccontric News-
popore, 36251 Schoolcralt, Livonts,
M| 48150, Second-class postago
pald at Livonta, MI 48151, Address
&l mal! (subacription, change of ad-
dress, Form 3569} to P,O, Box 2428,
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00.
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Newastand , . . . porcopy, 25¢
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All advertising published In the
Farmington Qbsorvor [s subject o
tho conditioris aiatad in tho applica-
ble rate card, coplos of which are
available from the advortising de-
parimenl, Farmington 33203 Grand
Rivor, Farmington, M) (313) 477-
5450.' The Fuormingion Observer
resorvos tho right not to accopl on
adverilsor's order. Obsorvor & Ece
contrlc ad-lakers have no authority. |
to bind 1hls nowspapor and only
pubtication of an advertisomont shall
consiltulo final accoptanco of the
advorilser's ordor.

Although the turn of the century Is
about I5 ycars away, Mbrary offi-
clals are beginning to plan for the
future.

And Lhe future includes an expect-
¢d combined Farmington and Farm.
ingtan Hills population of 93,000, and
continued growth in the llbrary's
book and periodlcals collectlon, staff

posed library expansion In thelr slx-
year capital improvement programs
and flnance construction with bonds,
$he added.

Whether such a project would re-
quire ercatlon of an independent 11-
brary authority capable of levying
Its own mlllage for llbrary Improve-
ments and services s stlll
unanswered,

Several years ago, both eity coun-
cils vetoed a request by library trus-
tees and former llbrary director
Gordon Lewls for creatlon of an au-
thority Independent of the citles.

In her preliminary analysls in
preparation for developing the 1l-
brary's five-year plan, Papal as-
sessed the location — within the
Farmington area — of both the
Farmington and Farmington Hills
branches.

Both branches arc approprlately
located, requiring patrons in any
section of the Farmington area to
drlve only 4%-5 miles to eclther
branch. In studles conducted before
canstructlon of the Hills branch, con.
sultants suggested that a lbrary in
the 12 Mile arca would be ideal, Pa-
paisald.

When the flve acres of land for the
Hllls branch was purchased and
plans developed for a new facllity,
consultants had no Idea that the
Farmington arca would grow as it
has. When bullt, the Hills branch had
room in which to grow, Papal satd,

“THIS BUILDING was highlighted
as a showplace,” Papai sald about
the Hills branch. “But public de-
mand was never anticipated to be
what it has been.”

The 18,000-square-foot Farming-
ton branch — also running out of
room ~ cannot be expanded because
it s at the maximum size for the lot
on which it is bulit.

“The Farmington branch 1s
landlocked, There Is literally no way
to expand the bullding other than to
move and build a new bullding,” Pa-
pal said.
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and computerlzed services, including
video cassettes and compact audlo

cs,

‘The library's future is the focus of
a flve-year plan belng developed by
library officlals at the request of the
Farmington and Farmington Hllls
city counclls, which finance the two-
branch llbrary system.

ONE OF the plan's components
includes a proposal and accompany-
Ing documentation for adding 25,500
square feet to the existing 38,000-
square-foot Hills branch, 32737 12
Mile. An architectural flrm, TMP
Assoctates Inc. of Bloomfield Hllls,
presented the cxpanslon study to 1l
brary trustees last weck.

In determining the Nbrary’s space
needs, TMP and library officials
looked at collection and population
projections, expected staffing needs,
scating and problems with the cur-
rent facllity, Library Director Bev-
crly Pupal said,

The Hills branch needs 14,443
square feet to house the 270,810 vol-
umes expected by 2001, That's based
on a storage capaclty of 15 volumes
per square foat, accordlng to the

study.

In addltion to the expected growlh
In book and periodical collections,
the library is faced with storage
needs for the growing collection of
non-print medla, Papal sald,

“Non-print collectlons have grown
faster and more widely than was an.
tlclpated during the design of the ex-
isting building,” aceordlng to the

P study, “Between flscal year
1983-84 and 1984-85, video cassette
circulatlon grew §0 pereent.”

MORE SPACE is needed for re-
cords, microfllm and computers,
“This Is a new ~— non-

planning

has affected the Hils branch’s seat-
ing capacity. Space for reader seat-
ing has been encroached on in the
adult and reference areas and the in-
creasing use of computers and ml-
crofilm use has taken space former-
1y used for seating.

THE HILLS branch seats 140
adults and 60 children while the
Farmington branch offers a flxed
capacity of 140 seats.

Yet TMP projects that both
branches need a total of 440-585
seats — one seat for every 150-200
people In the Farmington area. To
meet TMP's profectlons, the Hills
branch will require 330-445 seals ~
an addition of 163 for adults and 82
for children.

A congested clrculatlon area In
the Hills faclllty needs expandlng
and relocating to accommodate traf-
{le flow and provide enough room
for peak lbrary use hours and work
space for stalf, TMP Assoclates sald,

The branch also needs room for an
expected growth In llbrary staff.
Based on the Farmington area’s pop-
ulation growth, the Hills staff will be
Increasing by 10 full-time employ-
ees, The 8,000 hours of valunteer
time also crimp space, according to
the study,

TMP Assoclates estimate the need
for 125 square feet per employce,
particularly when materials pro-
cessing Is expected to be centralized
at the Hills branch. Currently, four
departments process materials for
the llbrary system.

“IN ADDITION to work space,
lounge and locker facHities are re-
qulred; these should increase propor-
tlenately to accommodate new staff,
Custodial space should also Increase

the of the

print media — and it will continue In
the future,” Papai sajd.

Although the Hills branch once
had what was considered a lot of
storage space, it's now considered
cramped.

“Adequate space for collection
atorage and development s essential
for providing quallty service to the
library’s constituency. The current
storage space for the adult reading
and reference collection Is tight, The
children’s area will be suitable for
some time to come, but will ulti-
mately require expansion space
also,” TMP Assoclates sald,

Books and matertals aren't alone
in the need for additional space.
Sealing for patrons also has fallen on
hard (i

mes.
The library's cxpanding system
and changing patterns of Ybrary use

in prop: to
hu{lﬂding." n;car\!i”l’ng to the :tudy.
reparing the expansion study,
pmblgms with the existing Hlis
branch were analyzed. Lighting [s
poor in the adult section beecause of
the encroachment of Incrensed
shelving for a growing collection.

Problems with uneven heating and

cooling in the bullding must be exa-
mined to determine if the equipment
is lnglng. falling or working improp-
erly.
The addltion of computerized ser-
vices also places a different type of
demand on lighting, heating and
cooling than when the bullding was
constructed In 1972,

Yet changing the existing lighting
and refurbishing the buliding’s heat.
ing and cooling system ia not cost ef-
fective if the bullding will be ex-
panded in the future, Papal said,
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