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Former champion Ann Lauer of Birmingham survived a chal-
lenge Saturday to capture the 1988 Observer & Eccentric
vomens Golt Tournament at Whispering Willows Golf Course
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in just

five years, Mike Donnelly
Tram playing prep hockey
par Arena in Livonia to
¢ Garden and the Na-
fue.

r-old Donnell;

topat Hocl
the

it
s

Patriots
A the Waterford Junior B Lakers.
W week, Donnelly's agent,

.
somkficld attorney HBob Goodenow,
pegutiated a lucrative multi-year
deal, sumewhere in the neighborhood
af £460,000 to §1 milfion, with the
Sew York Ranpers.

A free agent, Donnelly became
callepe he s hottest commodity
after Jeading Michigan State Univer-
Sty to the NCAA championship this
season. The  lightning-quick  left
wanger led the country in scor-
g with 59 goals, his final collegiate
poal being the gameswinner in a 6-5

ve goals,” said Donnelly. "1
s had it in the back of my mind
ay college hockey,

“Fram college you want to take it
another step and I've finally reached
the highest level of comnpetition.

“Y'ou shouldn't play if you dun't

have goals ™

THE RANGERS entered the bid-
ding waur for Donpelly only last
wonth when many believed the All-
American was headed for either the
Detrait Ited Wings or the Chicago
Tilaeck 1

Donnetly mel new Ranger coach
Ted Sator at an MSU hockey school
w early July. The two hit it off, and
otiations tovk  off after  Phl
Esposito replaced Cralg Patrick as
the Rangers general manager.

“I'm very pleased with the con-
tract,” Donnelly said. “The Rangers
are a good organization and they are

ronnelly signs

a tcam on the rise.

“They have a lot of callege players
and I fee! E fit in best with them,

“I'm just glad it’s over because it
was hard to answer where 1 was
going when people called. I got input
from my parents, but they {ully
trusted iy attorney.”

Donnelly said the offers from De-
troit, Chicago and New York were
basically all the same.

1 guess I always wanted to play
in Detreit, bul 1 had to think of
what's best for me,” he sald, “and go
for the best situation,

“I DIDN'T TRY to look at any neg-
ative things. I looked at the team
that was best for me and the best
situation for me.”

Donnelly got some encouragement
from another Ranger, former MSU
teammate Kelly Miller.

“Kelly didn't try to persuade me,
but he had nothing but good things to
say about the Rangers,” Donnelly
said. “I really look up to Kelly and
he’s a very smart indlvidual. T guess
¥ tock some of his advice.”

With the signing of Donnelly, the
Rangers' Michigan conncctlon con-
tinues 1o grow. He jolns Detrolter
John Vanbiesbrouck, a goaltender;
former MSU goalle Ron Scott; and
Kelly Miller and brother Kevin Mil-
ler, a Ranger property currently
playing at MSU.

“I'm looking forward to tralning
camp {Sept. 9)," Donnelly sald. "I'm
going to go out and work as hard as 1
can and try to make the team.”

Donnelly recently made his first
visit 1o New York City. It was an
cyc-opener.

“IT WAS VERY exciting, every-
thing is so fast-paced, the traffic and
everything,” he said. “But most of
the players live In Westehester Coun-
ly and we practice in Rye — both
are outside the city, so I'm going to
get both sldes of the llfe.”

4 guess I always wanted to play in
Detroit, but I had to think of what’s
best for me and go for the best

situation.”

— Mike Donnelly

Shootout at Whispering

Ex-champ rallies to reclaim O&E title

8y C.J. Risak
stalf writar

For 15 holes of Saturday’s Obsery.
er & Eccentric-Whispering Willows
Women's Golf Classiv, it appeared
the ald guard was going to suffer a
second sethiwek.

Earlier in the week, it was fearned
that two-time defending champion
Geralyn Repasky of Livonia would
not — actually, could not ~ altempt
10 make it three in @ row. Repasky
surrendered her amateur  status
when she started teaching golf this
summer.

‘That made Ann Lauer of Birining-

pleased with her come-from-behind
(riumph. Referring to a 22-year-old
as part of the “old guard” seems sl
Iy, but Lauer had played the OLE
tournament three previous times,
and she is famillar with Whispering
Willows. Her experience showed.

“I think | was more relaxed on the
back nine,” she sald, *T was swinging
the club really well”

Which was fortunate, considering
Zonder's start. Lauer did not play
the front nine well: indeed, the oppo-
nent she was most concerned with
was in lier thre me — Kathy Heri-
ford of Farminglon Hills.

Heriford was even par and fad 2

ham the pre B favorite,
since she was the last golfer to win

before Repasky (in 1983) and was
TS.

runner-up the last two y

ul the two thre
championship fight p! s made
the turn after nine holes, it seemed
certain a newcomer would vaull te
the top of the pack.

ERICA ZONDER, o junmior at
North Farmingten Iligh, fired a
Dlistering two-under-par 34 on the
front nine to streak to a six-stroke
lead over Laucr. Zonder struggled
through the first six holes of the
back nine with four bogeys and twn
pirrs, but with three holes to play she
still had i four-stroke bulge over
Lauer.

Tt wasn't cnough, Zonder finished

with three strajight  begevs, and
Lauer got hol with a birdie 16, 4
par at 17 and another birdi 18t

slip into the winner's circle with a 76
— astroke ahead of Zonder,

Lauer's score was ngle stroke
off the tournament record, establishe
ed last year by Repasky. Thal mark
appeared certain to fall to Zonder
after her hot start.

“I lipped out a putt for an cagle
and missed two other birdies,” Zond-
er sald of her 34. *I didn't have a
bogey until the ninth hole.”

Unfortunately, seven more fol-
lowed in the last ninc holes. Zonder
ook her tumble from the top philo-
sophically: “That's the way it gos,”
she said with a shrug.

LAUER WAS surprised

and

stroke lead over Lauer after six
holes but then collapsed. She suf-
fered double bogey: cven, eight
and nine to finish with a 42, two
strokes behind Lauer,

But any confidence Laner might
have gained from  iHeriford’s
mishaps was short-tived.

“Rathy was playing greal on the
front nine,” Lawer said. “She was
three up on e at one point. |
mare concerned with Kathy at first.

THEN SHE heard what Zonder,
playing behind hur, shot, “It startled
me” Lauer admitted. “Then 1
thought, 'I'm not playing with her, so
forget about it.* T 1
was in @ tunnel, 1 just wanted 1o
make my potts.”

Ironically, it was the putts that
Lauer mi. at seemingly got her
poing. She had a shot ot @ birdie at
14 hut three-putted for a bogey. At
the par-three 15th, er drive nearly
bounced into the bole, instead volling
25 feet past. She two-putted for a
par.

At the par-five 16, Laver finally
caught fire, *T kit my best drive of
the day at 1 she said, 1 just
missed an eagle.

She got her birdie, thouph. Zonder,
meanwhile, left hee drive short of
the green at 15, chipped out of the
rough 10 feet past the hole and two-
putted for a bogey.

Zonder got into treudle again at
16. After two weak shots, she fofted
her third into the deep rough. She got
out with a fine wedge shot and saved

with Rangers

DAN DEAN/stall photographor

MSU etandout Mike Donnelly of Livonia ended several months
of speculation Saturday by signing an NHL contract with the

New York Rangers.

hogey with a strong putt.

LAUER PARRED the par-hree
171h, white Zonder missed an tm-
portant opporlunity — a six-foot
putt for par. “I chipped it right up
there, then missed it,” she said. *1
never gave It a chance.”

Lauer followed with another great
drive at the par-four 18th. Her ap-
proach shot landed just 12 feet short
of the hole, and her putt circled the
cup hefore falling for a blrdle.

Zonder played 18 like she had her
previous three holes. Her second
shiot lasded in the right bunker, and

O8E WOMEN'S GOLF
TOURANAMENT RESULTS

Champlonahip Flight

Annlouet. . ...
Erica Zoncer
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= Mauek . .
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her pitch skipped ever the green and
into the rongh. Uer fourth shot tra-
veled just theee fect, Lo the edge of
the green, but she hit the cight-foot
putt for a bogey.

But it wasn‘l enough

In first flight, Martha Maclntosh
of Farmington Hills fired » 46/44-
90 10 take a three-stroke victory. Jo
Anne McViear of Livonia recorded
the best low net seore with « 69,

‘The second flight wa

Sally Hering, who posted a 51
95, Westland’s Su Lune finshed
with a best low nct al 43

Erica Zonder, a North Farm-
ington junior, heid the lead
Saturday until the final three
holes.

By Chris McCosky
stalt wrlter

You could say the Michlgan In-
ternational Speedway struck out
Canton race driver Jim Hull last
Sunday In the nationally televised
Chamgpion Spark Plug 400.

MIS fired the third strike on Sun-
day as Hull crashed with Kyle Pet-
in lap 159, forcing Petty out of

the race and costing Hul several
places in the final standings. He
finished 23rd.

Two years ago, Hull's car never
+made it onto the MIS track because
of 11th-hour englne trouble. Strike

one.

Last year, Hull crashed with
Harry Gant, Gant was leading the
race at the ime and was furlous at
Hull, whom he cailed an incom-
petent rookie at the time. Strlke
two.

This year, MIS took threw two
curves at Hull. Hull totalled his Du-
rallner-sponsored Chevy SS Monte
Carlo during Saturday's practice
laps. Foul tip.

“SOMEBODY DLEW an englne
on the track, and we waited a good
20 minutes for them to clean the
track. We wanted 10 run two hot
laps to get into 2 good positlon for
Sunday. The first lap we ran at 167
(mph), and we wanted Lo do the sec-
ond at 168. We hit an oll slick and
hit the wall hard. Tatatly destroyed
the car,” Hull sald.

Benny Parsons suffered a simi-
lar fate on Sunday, hitting the wall
in lap 185.

“Saturday was my fault,” Hull

said,

Hull wouldn't take the blame for
Sunday’s crash with Kyle Petty, al-
though Petty let the medla know
what he thought of it.

“That idiot was In everybody's
way all afternoon,” Petty told the
Detroit News. *And he flnally put
me into the wall.”

11ull, who was driving his backup

Misfortune hiis
Hull at MIS 400

Chevy, saw it this way: 1 let him
go outside of me. He was about
three-quatters nf the P
and he must have mejudge
distance because he came right
down on me and hit my rear fend-
cr. He spun up into the wall.”
Strike three,

HULL REFUSED to get inta o
name-calting match with Petty or
any of the other veteran drivers.

“You always take the heat when
you're the rookie,” Hull sind. “Soon
as I get my five races under my
belt, and I'm ruuning for the rook-
ie-of-the-year, then 1 wan't have 1o
take the flak.

b year, Gant made a big deal
about it, and the media blew it way
up. A couple months later it came
out that 1didn’t cause the accident.
The same thing is going to happen
this time. So, it's no problem,

“In my carcer. In everything U've
tried to do, nothing has come casy.
But I've proved that when I want
something bad enough, nuthny is
going to stop tne from petting it.
This Isn’t going 1o slop me.”

Hull plans en racing in twa more
races this season and has his sights
on next year's Daytona 500,

“Wo want t0 get five races under
our belts, get orentated
DQurallner's name shuwn as
spansor,” he said.

WHAT ABOUT returning to
?

MIS?

“Well, MIS hasn't beea real nice
(o me. But It's given me an oppor-
tunlty to cverything that goes on.
You know, I'm mad about what
happened Sunday. Kyle Petty made
a lerrible misiake, and it cost
about Ilve or six nolches in the
standings. Instead of 23, could hive
been somewhere in the teens. I'm
mad, but I'm not going to worry
about it."

Strike three? Yep. But he has at
least two more outs 1o go.




