By FRED DELANO
North Farmington's explo-
sive Ratders let it be known

Saturday throughout. the

Northwest Suburban Confer-

ence that if there’s anything
they take as a personal affront
it’s being on the short end of a
football score.
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Showing the mark of a
champion by taking full ad-
vantage of the mistakes of the
opposition, Farmington High's
undefeated Falcons overcarpe a
touchdown deficit to sink
defending champmn Livonia
Stevenson, 146 in their Inter-
Lakes Conference opener,

It was the third s(ralghl
‘vietory for the Falcons who
have shown marked' "im-
provement each week and now
loom as a strong contender. for
the tunle’rence mn crown‘

A STEVENSON FUMELE.
gamble on fourth down | that

failed and a second Iumble ona’

certain louchdown spelled' doom
-, for the Spartans and vlc(ury for
Farmington.

The biggest blow to Slevenson
came midway ‘through .the
second period when Quar-
terback Bernie O'Keele fired a
long pass into the arms of End.
Russ Isaacs who was all alone
back of the Farmington
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Franklin's big and powerful
troops took a 1-1 record to
Farmington and in less than
four minutes junior quarter-
back Randy Taylor had taken
the Patriots through the air lo
a 7-0 lead before the Raiders
had run a play from serim-
mage. N

PINAY :
FRANKLIN'S MARK NEWMAN (41) tried to hurdle lha North Farmington line
on this play butCraig Gow charged up from the secondary to nail him in this spec-
tacular tackle. The Raiders beal Franklin, 22-6. {Photo by Warren Bopp)

F alcons Win 3rd;
Nip Spartans,l4 6

sécondary and seemed headed
for paydirt.
But the big end was off
{batance when he made the
catch and stumbled for 30 yards
to the Farmington two where he
islipped and fell, the ball
,sqmrteduulorhls hands into the
‘lend zone and a Falcon
recovered for a touchback.
Had Isaacs been able to stay
on his feet for two more strides,
he would have had a touchdown
that may have reversed the
hame 's trend,
It was a bitter blow for the

for naught when’ the Falcons
took ‘over on their 20.
Stevenson was the first to
score, getting the first touch-
down with 4:08 remaining in
the first quarter.

The - drive started -when
Tackle Tom Massey tried to

punt against a stiff wind and the
ball rolied out on the Far-
mington 35 — he kicked  from
the 18.

Rocks Flatten
Belleville. In

Ist Loop Test

By FRED DELANO

Unbeaten Plymouth, with
the highest scoring machine in
the Subiirban Six Conference,
will host its arch rival Bentley
Friday night in a prucial test
which will go,a long way to-
ward determining whether the
.Rocks must be considered seri-
ous title contenders.

They flattened Belleville, 28
0, in their league debut last
weekend and go into the match
with Bentley sporting a 20-1
record for the'season against
the Bulldogs’ 1-2 mark.

WITH TRENTON, beaten
only by Ann Arbor Ploneer
and Allen Park, beaten only by
Detroit Denby, loommg as the
prime challengers far’ league
honors, Plymouth still!is con-

*stdered a question mark de-
spite an offense that has out-
scored three opponents 7a to
18.

Other “points for and points
against’" totals for Suburban
Six teams to date show Tren-
ton at 63-41, Allen Park 25-13,
Belleville 40-48, Redford Unfon
3342 and Bemlzy 28-42.

Plymduth has specialized in
the long touchdown in/its first
three starts and it wat no dif-
ferent at Belleville.

The Rocks amassed their 23
points on scoring runs of 54
and 21 yards by Halfback Carl
Herter and passes by Quarter-
back Greg LaMirand of nine
yards to Dan Schmunk and 41
yards to Dan Chopp. |

Belleville, after muffing one
_early scoring oppﬂrlumly
which arose afer’ recovery ofa

fumble deep'in Plymoulh terri- *

tory; never again threatened
seriously as the Rocks ex-
ploded fo a 14-0 halftime lead
and then added two more tal-
lies after the intermission.
Jack Mathias booted’ all four
extra points from placement.
COr S

IN SCORING 11 touchdowns
against Northville, Farming-

ton and Belleville the Rocks
have exploded for payoffs
seven times [rom distances of
21 to 80 yards,

These include Herter's: two.

gallops of 21 and 54 yards Fri-
day, sprints of 61 and 80 yards
by Chopp and three of the five
scoring passes thrown by La-
Mirand.
The fact that the Rocks
have scored five times
mrough the air agamsl six
touchdowns by running has
stamped the club as an early-
season surprise, but still no
one knows how thoroughly it
has been tested.

Benlley beat Plymouth, 18-8,
last year and may help answer
that question before a Dad's
Night crowd Friday.

GOALWARD bound is
North Farmington's Mike
Gow as he breaks loose for
a long run 16 score against
iFranklin. There's a Patriot
defender close behind but
he never did catch the
Raider speedster. {Photo by
Warren Bopp}
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Successive complellona
from Taylor to Don Opland]
Mark Lehto and Mark New:
man, the latter being a ninel
yard six-pointer, put Nort
behind for the first time this
season after 37-12 and 39-0 vic]
tories over Pontiac Nonhem
and Walled Lake Central. Dave:

Ray Basile squirmed through
tackle for 12. Q'Keefe fooled
Farmington on a keeper and
sped to the four before belng
forced out of bounds,

The Falcons tightened I.helr‘
defense and held for two lllrnlu
before O'Keefe sneaked ovtn
from the one. Tim Mnl\lnonl
placement for “the polnt wnj
blocked but Stevenson led, 6—0,‘
with 4:08 remaining in “It\
opening period. 1

On the opening play of the;
second quarter, Massey:
recovered a Stevenson fumble
on the Spartan 35 and Far.'
mington was on the way to its
first touchdown and 2 lead it;
held for the remainder of tbe[
game.

Dan Slemke mpped a pass to|
Lee Blodgett for nine and
Randy Pender rolled to the 22|
for a first down.

Pender had another first
down on the Stevenson five in
two plays. Steinke found an!
opening at right tackle for four!
and then luiged over on the next!
play for the touchdown with 8:47
on the clock.

Steinke smashed his way
through left guard for the two
pointer and Farmington was in

Stevenson took the kickoff
and worked the ball to the 5.
That's when O'keefe fired the
long pass to Isaacs with the
disastrous results.

The Falcons, led by the
spectacular work of Steinke, |
drove from the 20 to the
Stevenson 30 on four first downs |
before End Mike Patrick ended | |
the threat.by recovering a;
Farmington fumble on the 40 .

Neither team was able to put!
any kind of a sustained march |
together in the third quarter
which ended with Stevenson,
having the ball on its own 27‘
after Massey punted out a!‘
bounds on lhe 19 .

WITH A FBURTH down and!
inches to go, Stevenson gam-!
bled on its own 29 and failed,
turning the ball over to Far-:
mington on the 29.

That was all the Falcons
needed and they had the in-
surance touchdown four
minutes later. :

Rose hit tackle twice for eight

and Steinke madeit a first down.. *

on the' 13. Pender drive for
three. Steinke went all the way.
fo the five but the Falcons were
penalized five for illegal
procedure and the ball went!
back to the 15:- ]

Sleinke and Pender made ﬂv&
in two thrusis. Then Stelnke
took a handolt from Quar.)
terback Nat Durham, wheeled
and tossed a pass Into the arms.
of John Fleming on the
Stevenson one. It was a fourth
down and eight situatlon, |

Steinke drove into the. end
20me on the next play but was
checked on a thrust for the two)
pointer, That gave Farmington
a 146 edge with 6:48 on the
clock. I
‘The Spartans weren't out of it.
‘They came storming back after;
the kickoff and marched to the
Farmington 30 with a minute to,
play before the drive ended
when a séries of passes failed!

Morrison's ex!ra point boot
was good, .and there it was,
Franklin off and Tnnlng 70.
Sixty'eighl seconds later it
was -7 and within two hours
North had its third straight
triumph, 227 in & devastating
performance of speed and
alertness that was paced by
Mike Gow, Drew Mahalic and
Rick Fuelling.

IT WAS SECOND and five
on North's own|37 when the
Raiders began showing their
credentials as prime conlend-
ers for league and state hon-
ors. It was a pitchout from
Quarterback Mahalic 'to the
speedy six-foot, 170-pound Gow
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that became a pnr:enl of
things to come.

Gow went 63 ym‘ds to score
on that one, John Comibes add-
ing the conversion from place-
ment 1o create a 7-7 tie.

Taylor and Lehto | sparked
Franklin to a drive after the
ensuing Kickoff that carried to
North's 26, but, as the saying
goes, “that was all she wrote.™

Despite gaining possession
eight more times, the!Patriots
never again crossed midfield
as the Raiders picked olf five
interceptions and forced three
punts. ..

WITH THE SCORE still 7.7,
the turning point came on the
final play of the first quarter
when -Mahalic's punt was
downed by. Fuelling on Frank-

lin's three yard line. The Pa-
triots never cllmbed out of
that hole,

Three running .plays netted
four yards, forcing a punt by
Newman into a strong wind. It
gave North possession on the
Franklin 26 and the Raiders
weren't about to blow that
brand of field position. In
seven plays |they had the
touchdown that put them
ahead for keeps.

Mabalic wasLlIle ball carrier
on five-of the seven stabs, his
-galns varying [from one yard
fo 10. He went into the end
2onme on a une—yard keeper
around the right flank. Combes
then faked a placement, pass-
ing Instead to Mahalic all alone
at the goa! line for a two-
pointer that. made it 15-7,

Mahalic stalled Franklin's
next series with an intercep-

tion, and then Gow and Fuell- *

ing turned the same trick on.

succeeding series before the
first half ended.

The difference was that Gow
went all the way with his steal,
a 50-yard touchdown sprint
which, coupled with Combes’
kick, made it 22-7.
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GOW AND FUELLING each
‘came back to make another
interception in the second half
as the Raiders dominated
play, aithough not scoring.
They were at Franklin's 10
yard line when the final gun
sounded.

North Farmington, Oak

Park and John Glenn were the

aten_NorthC tsDownPatrwts, 22-7

Northwest Suburban’s weekend
winners in the first round of
league competition, Franklin,
Birmingham Groves and Thur-
ston each being left at.0-1.

Top clash in the loop this
week will be between two of
the three co-leaders, North
Farmington and John Glenn, a
game which will be played at
3:30 p.m. Friday on the gridl-
ron of Wayne Memorial High
School.

Oak Park will put its share
of first place on the line in a
test with Franklin, and this
one also will be on a neutral
field. This game, because of
Yom Kippur, has been sched-
uled for Thursday.night on the
Bentley field. The third league
game will see. Thurston at
Groves.

Hurry,
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Power Packed with the price you want
0d the dependability yon need....
+ Doy charged fo depmndble powee

Solid cover coastruction gives efficient

‘power for sure starts
© Load bushing... oae plece covee
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| GOODYEAR—{I‘HE ONLY MAKER OF POLYGLAS' TIRES

PRICES AS SHOWN AT GOODYEAR SERVICE STORES. COMPETITIVELY PRICED at GOODYEAR DEALERS.. -
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LIVONIA MALL

iddlebelt Road 29
ile

376-0300

LIVONIA

At Middlebelt
634-0868

GHHDYEA

REDFORD

Schoolcraft
&31—6_450

SERVICE
STORES

SOUTHFIELD
100 Plymouth Road 13955 Tslagraph Road 3523 West Warren 28481 Telegraph Road
sctoss from Across hom T.I 12

WESTLAND

Hudson's
721-1810




