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Rapid growth: City hall feels the pinch

By Joanne Maliszowak|
staff wrlter

Growth, There's no doubt it’s hap-
pening in Farmington Hills.

Some of the signs arc obvious —
traffic congestion, increased build-
Ing, denser nelghborhoods.

he less obvlous slgns can be
found at city hal).

he six-to-seven days It used to
take to obtain engineering site plan
approval now takes about four
weeks.

The building permit that used to
take several days to Issue now takes
at least a week,

“Builders will come in with 15
permits. That just Jams us right up.
We try to hand out permlts on a
first-come, first-serve basls. But the
8uy who just wants a porch addition
- something simple — gets caught
up In the process now,” City Mana-
ger William Costick sald,

Delays, overtime and the need to
hire outside help have all been due to
the constructlon boom that's enve-
loped Farmington Hills in at Jeast
the past two years.

“"WE'RE JUST trying to keep up
wlth the flow,” Communlty Develop-
ment Coordinator Richard Lampi
said. “And ] don't sce slgns of It
stowing down in the near future.”

The teli-tale sign of what's been
happening In the eity can be found In
statistics gathered by both the city
and Oakland County Planning Office.

In 1985, Farmington Hills ranked
first in Oakland County In the num-
ber of building permits Issued for
residential and office constructlon,
Oakland County Planner Marlln Ru-
bin said,

Last year, Farminglon Hills Is-
sued 2,423 residenttal building per-
mits. Even sccond-ranked Rochester
Hills didn’t come close with its 1,729
permits issued,

Of the tatal $574 milltion spent in
Oakland County residentlal con-
struction in 1985, $118 million, or 20
percent of the total, was attributed
to activity tn Farmingten Hills,

Office construction atso dominat-
cd the Hills in 1985, Again ranked as
number one, Farmington Hills Issued
36 office building permits. Southficld
ranked second with 27.

IN TIIE first six months of 1986,
Farmington Hills has issued 555 res-
Idential building permits, 11 office,
three commercial (retail) and two
industrial, Rubin said,

“As long as intcrest rales stay
down, we will continue to grow,”
Lampi sald. “We just didn’t anticl-

‘We’'re just trying to keep up with the
flow. And | don’t see signs of it slowing
down in the near future.*

— Richard Lampi

Community development coordinator

pate interest rates dropplng as they
did. The itncrease (in construction}
has been tremendous.”

Farmington Hills Plannlng Com-
mission agendas with the usua) 15-20
items “Is an indlcation to us there Is
an intent to develop for quite
awhile,” Lampl said.

With about 75 to 80 percent of the
city developed, there’s stitl plenty of
open land for this type of growth to
continue for a couple of years — it
the cconomy s maintalned at its
current Jevel, Costlck said.

In the long run, the constructlon
boom will increase the city's state
equalized value (SEV). In the short
run, the city’s goal is simply to keep
pace with resldents' Increased de-
mands for services, nceded imprave-
ments and the need to contlnually
plan for the future, Costick sald.

“WITH ALL the rapid growth, the
expectation of the taxpayer is that
they want to sec the tax rate cut. In
the long run, we will do well. But in
the short term, the demands of rapid
growth have put tremendous. de-
mands on the city’s Infrastructure
{roads and faclllties, for example)
and employees,” he said.

‘To keep in step with Increased de-
velopment, clty offlclals have used
what they call a “diverse approach.”
That has involved adding personnel
when necessary and contracting for
outside services to hold the linc on
further hirings.

Overtime is also used, especially
in the departments — englneering,
zoning, buildlng — that process
much of the building activity. Tem-
porary help is used during certaln
times of the year, such as tax tlme
and elections,

In the 1986-87 budget, Farmington
Hills City Counc! authorized the cre-
ation of new posltlons. They include
two engincering inspectors, two De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) la.
borers, one In the Department of
Speclal Services/Parks and Recre-
ation, three librarians and one depu.
ty fire chlef.

Nine police department positions
— slx officers and three cadets —
were added (o keep up with in-

creased calls. In 1985, pollce calls In-
creased about 13 percent.

‘THE POSITION of asslstant city
manager was recently established to
work with road tmprovements and
future planning of improvements
and faclllties.

In 1985, cight new positions were
crealed: two assessors, two police of-
lleers, ene police department clerk,
a finance depariment clerk, a bulld-
Ing inspector and a DPW clerk, Over
the past two ycars, (hree posltions
have been added to the 47th District
Court.

*“Our overal} focus has really been
in achleving as much productivity
without increasing the number of
employees,” Costick said. “The prob-
tem is that with all the construction
activity, the demands on the city in
resolving conflicts between new de-

and existing nelghbar-
heods, compliance with codes,
processing. . . . It just creates real
burdens.”

To avoid adding more positions to
the clty’s payroll, officials have con-
tracted for outslde services in cer-
tain areas.

To diminish detays that have been
occurrlng with englncering inspee-
tlons, for example, an englneering
consulting firm was hired. The firm
has devoted three of its employees to
warking the Hills, Costlck sald.

Some DPW arcas have also been
partially centracted out, such as
street sweeping, catch basin clean-
Ing and street line painting and snow
removal. Data processing is another
functlon city officials have found to

It's not unusual to see every nook and cranny
in Farmington Hills City Hall inundated with
{iles, papers and reports. With a deek filled to

had been spread out.”

The communlty’s growth has
placed Increased space demands on
clty faclllties, particulatly the pollce
bullding and city hall.

Construction Is continulng on a
new 34,000-square-foot police facill-
ty to replace the current 7,500
square-foot pollce statlon. City offle-
¢s are crowded with staff, records,
fites and cquipment.

“Our conditions are really crowd-
ed. People are just crammed In tke
sardines,” Costick sald. “We hope to
move into the new building in No-
vember. We're working now to draw
up plans, at mlnimum expense, to re-

cost less when a flrm Is

hired,

“JUST LITERALLY every office
— finance, clerk's, parks and rec —
all are experlencing the pressures of
this kind of growth,” Costick said.
“You can néver respond adequately
to cltizen camplaints or inquiries,

“Along with growth, complaints
fncrease. But that’s our job — to
solve problems — look ahead and
ensure the community Is developing
in an orderly way. But It has hap-
pened so fast. It would be nleer If it
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Geoffrey Beene knows exactly
what you expect of fashion this
fall. Soft lines defined by
body-close shaping, luxurious
fabrics that take easily to
draping, details with a purpose.
Slender wool jerseys that move
from cling to swing at hemlines.
Jackels with peplums. Suits

with texiure contrasis. Shown,
black worsted suit, ottoman
neckline bordering. Sizes 4 to 14.
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ment finds one
her chair.

furbish the old palice building and
add at least 6,000 square feet of off-
lee space. And storage space witl be
added.” .

While trylng to keep pace with
growth, clty officials are looking at
the need for Immediate and long-
len;\ Improvements, partlcularly
roads.

RICK SMITH/statt photographer

the brim, Leah Bllzman in the zoning depar!-

more-place to store flies —

“I'am concerned with all this rap-
Id growth that we are at a point
where we are not planning properly.
We are already behind in our Im-
provements, We nced to devote tUme
to getting other agencies involved,

“Roads, for cxample, is the big ls-
sue. Everyone Is concerned about the
quality of life.”
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I you'd like to replace your floor cover-

ings with fine carpeting or area rugs

from Milliken Place, A.R, Krainer's the
place. Because September 3rd through
the 13th, A.R, Kramer is taking up to

50% off on their entire collection of
Milliken Place area tugs. Up to 40%
off on Milliken Place carpeting

of Dupant Antron® nylon

that resists abrasion and
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Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9-9; Tuesday and Saturday 9-6.

wear and comes with a lifetime
static control guaraniee. And 25%
off on Capture® dry soil and staip
extractor that displaces dirt and
keeps your flooe coverings look-
ing like new. So place your
confidence in AR, Kramer,

your best place to save on
Milliken Place carpets made
from Dupont Antron® nylon.
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