13A(F}

OLE _ Thuraday, Suplomber 11, 1006

=vidence gathering
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Technicians arc required to re-
wpond to breaking and enterings,
armed  and  unarmed robberles,
shootings. stabbings, serlous assaults
sad any other type of crime in which
evidence coutd be collected, Green
said

“i3ach scene Is different. Each dle-
a different collectlon of cvi-
ce. With some scientific work you
determine a lot you wouldn't
ave otherwise known,” Green sald.
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On arrival, technicians would first
esamine the overall erime scene.
*\Many times there Is a breaking and
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vas not unanitmous. Councilwoman
f+dy Soronen and Cauncilman Terry
suver opposed i, Both preferred
adoption of a mare restrictlve ordi-
fance,

“I really would prefer to have
znme restrictions on these signs,”
Sever sald. Soronen agreed and
asked council to find “the happy me-
dum' — allowing signs with restric-
tions,

But other council members decid-
ed 1t was time to give politicians and
therr sighs a chance.

IN 1TS DECISION to repeal the
; wlitical sign prohibition, the council
‘handnncd any restrictlons on the
cement, size or length of time
~nh may remain,

But council members made it
equally clear that should problems
arise with the signs, they will return
2 the drawing board and develop re-
~rictions.

1¢ problems arise -~ regarding ci-
Ther size, placement or length of
ume signs remain standing — the
couneil will have a “reasonable ba-
~is™ on which 1o place restrictions,
+ouncilwoman Joan Dudley said,

The city’s sign ordinance was
adopted in 1972, It does not specifi-
cully mention political signs.

Hut political signs have been inter-
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entering done through an open door.
They smatch a purse and they're
gone. So lhm 's not much 1o gather
in that case."

But In crimes where doors or win-
dows are broken to galn entry, sev-
eral kinds of evidence can be left be-
hind., Blood from breaking a glass
window, fingerprints and impres-
slons left by the too! that pried open
a door arc all useful pleces of evi-
dence, Green said,

“Evidence technlclans look at
what was possibly touched. He will
then process these Items for finger-
prints. It's a tedlous process, Often,

once they have been llfted, we don’t
know who they belong to, But we can
tingerprint the homeowners to elimi-
nate some of them,” Green sald.

Fingerprints can be uscd to con-
firm or climinate a person's involve-
ment tn a erime. For example, he
said, unless the criminal's prints are
already on flie at the police depart-
ment, all that can be done [s to take
prints at the scenc of similar robber-

fes.

But by 1988 a computerized sys-
tem is expected to be available
through the FBI and possibly the
state that would allow pollce to auto-

matlcally match freshly taken prints
with those on file, Currently it must
be done manually at the Farmington
Hllls department.

Blood and fluld samples, for ex-
ample, would be collected by Hllls
technicians and sent to the state po-
Hee crime lab for sclenlific investi-
gatlon, In sex-related crimes, bl
and halr samples and {luids can “be
used to confirm or eliminate some-
one,” Green sald.

Tire and shoe imprints are other
useful pleces of evidence.

“'A number of things can be deter-
mined from them,” Green said.

Change

Ordinance repeal allows political lawn signs

preted as falling under refercnce to
non-accessory signs, which are per-
mitted only tn “light Industrial dis-
tricts" with the exceptlon of “signs
wsed for advertising vacant Jand or
uxllsllng buildings for rent, lease or
sale.

AFTER GRAPPLING with the
placement of restrictions on political
signs, Dudley joined an enthustastic
Councilman Donn Welf In suggesting
1otal repeal of the sign prohibltion,

In its decision Monday, the councll
rejected adoption of one of twe pro-
posed ordinances prepared by Bi-
beaw that would have allowed politi-
cal signs with restrictions.

The first proposal did not offer
strong restrictions other than that
(he signs must be removed within 10
days following an election. A $10
service charge would have been lev-
jed against the property owner who
falled to remove a sign within the
required time period.

The second proposal was more
regulatory, offering restrictions on
size as well as the amount of time

prior to an election that signs could
be posted.

Inltlally, council members dls-
played intentlons of adopting one of
the two proposed ordlnances with
yet additional restrictions. Some of
the restrictions included smaller-
slzed signs and requlring people to
obtain property owners’ permisslon
betore placing signs on lawns,

But Bibeau told the counclt that
obtalnlag preperly owners’ permis-
sion could not be a prerequisite to
the ¢lty allowing placement of politi-
cal slgns.

‘The council also suggested further
restricting the deadiine for sign re-
moval to the Monday following an
clectlon.

Dudley, however, strongly op-
posed levylng a $10 charge on prop-
erty owners who falled to remove
political slgns. “The problem is we
arc penalizing property owners for
removal of signs they may not have
wanted, Invited or approved of on
their praperty,” she sald.

DUDLEY INSTEAD suggested

that candldates register their intend-
ed use of polltical signs with the clty.
"I have not read anything that says
we can't have someone who says
we're golng to be in charge of this.”

But after a varlety of opinions of-
fered by current political candidates
in the audience, councl! followed
suggestions from Farmington Hills
resident and Southfield attorney Da-
vld Harron and agreed Lo give politl-
clans and others a free hand in use of
signs.

Harron orlginally protested the
city's slgn prohlbition in late July al-
ter he was warned by a zoning offi-
cer when he placed a judicial politi-
cal sign on his front lawn prlor to the
August primary,

He subsequently complalned to the
ACLU, which had threalened to
bring sult agalnst the city, and possi-
bly elty officials personally.

Farmington Hills resident Michacl
Lockman, ACLU Oakland County
vlce chalrman, jolned Harren in de-
manding a change in the clty’s exist-
Ing political slgn prohibition.

‘The city’s existing ordinance “de-

is job of new team °

““With tire prints, paint mplnzl. we
can determine the type of

Techniclans  will
composites of perpe!
partment has kits contalning myb-
ics of facial features — poscs, oy
eycbrows, mouths, halr ltylu A
crime vietim would be !be
perpetrator to the

also develop
trators. Tho de-

can bold It unt!l pelice have a person o .
arrested, At that time, fingerprints _-.
or blood samples, for example, can -
be matched. Or techniclans ean try -

to match their evidence with prints .,
and samples of known criminals

Green
A.ﬂex techniclans have collected . .
ptoe&ed evldcnce. including

can build a pleture that ean be dh-
trlbuted to the publle.

“Time is of the essence with this,
It (description) is freshest In the
mind when a crime happens,” Green

sald.
With evidence in hand, technicions

nies peaple their most basic freedom
of speech” Lockman told the Obsery-
er in early August.

He sald the ordinance also denied
restdents equal protection because it
allows commercial speech in the
form of real estate signs.

“If it wouldn't be enforced that
way, there wouldn't be a prablem,”
said Lockman, who was not at Mon-
day's meeting.

HARRON CONTINUED his argu-
ments Monday agalnst the city's
longtime position on the placement
of political slgns.

“What you are dolng fs arguing
agalnst how many angels can sit on
top of a pin,” Harron told the councll
as they debated what restrictions
should be placed on political signs,

Harron criticized the councll for
arguing how they could constitutlon-
ally infringe on residents' constitu-
tional rights. “I frankly don't like ci-
ther ordinances (proposed by Bi-
beaw) beeavse (hey single out an in-
dividual type of expression.”
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Cockapao
Labrador
Beagle

Irish Setter 7 5 OFF
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Pupples pot included  Puppies & Kittens

Hand feeding Baby Birds - Watch us feed
them at 8:00 p.m. every night

Blue & Gold Macaw
Orange Wing Amazon -
Blue Crown Amazon
Noble Macaw
Gold Cap Conure

FISH:  gpajs

Blue Platy
Pink Kissers . .
Sunset Swords .
Blue Fin Shark.
Silvcr Molly .
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FOR YOUR PET
K A PETLAND
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(with 10 purchase)
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and prec!

of what has been coltecled, they
could be called on to testify In court, « .

Officers who are serving as evi- ., .
dence technlcinns are Doug Ander- -
son, Pat Browne, Bill Duffey, Dan «~
Herrick, Dao Luoma and Jim Wnrl.h- "o
ington.
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PUT MILLIKEN PLACE
IN YOUR PLACE

ON CARPET & AREA RUGS

If you'd like to replace your floor cover-
ings with fine carpeting or arca rugs
from Milliken Place, A.R. Kramer's the
place, Because September 3rd through
the 13th, AR, Kramer is taking up 1o
50% off on their entire collection of
Milliken Place area rugs, Up to 40%
‘off on Milliken Place carpeting

of Dupont Antron™ nylon

that resists abrasion and

Q FINE FLOOR COVI R/NGSSNCE 1925 !6
mlrﬁmb-n-n ; E
COVE

« 15980 Middlebelt (hetween S and 6 Mile Roads), Livonia 522-5300
;‘“‘ Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and friday 9-9: Tuesday and Saturday 9-6.
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wear and comes with a lifetime
static control guarantee. And 25%
off on Capture” dry soil and stain
extractor that displaces dirt and

kuvm your floar coverings look- :,:
ing like new. So place your [
confidence in AR, Kramer, ta
your best place to save on X
Milliken Place carpels made i
from Dupont Antron® nylon. H :1
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