Thursday, September 11, 1986

Falf Home Improvemant Page 7

Consider installing a floor that looks [uxurious within a amall
area and where you could put a matching pattern oh one or
more walls, Century marble ip Azrock Luxury Vinyl Floor Tile,
shown here, could create some excitement among your vial.

tors.

Shopper’s guide
to vinyl flooring

If you're in the market for vinyl
flooring, here are some (acts to keep in
mind when shopping. The information
comes from Armstrong, a leading man-
ufacturer of this kind of flooring.

® Construction

Some vinyl floors have their designs
printed on, while others use a more du-
rable inlaid process where the design
extends through the entire thickness
of the wear layer. In general, inlaid
floors are tougher and more resistant
to cutting and tearing.

® Wear Surfaces

You'll see a lot of manufacturers’
brand names for wear surfaces, but
there are really only two types:
urethane and vinyl. As you read on,
you')l see why it’s important to distin-
guish between them.

& No-Wax

Of all the terms associated with
flooring, this is perhaps the most
confusing to consumers. Years ago, all
resilient floors needed waxing to pro-
tect the pattern and color ngmnst
wenr, Today, most floors are “no-wax"
in the sense that they no longer re-
quire this protection.

However, if you buy a no-wax floor,
be sure to ask the dealer If it's vinyl
no-wax or urethane no-wax, This is im-
portant if you want to keep a shine on
your floor, Although both types need
regular cleaning, vinyl no-wax must
also be polished or buffed to maintain
a shine. Urethané-surfaced floors re-
quire ncither of these steps.

® Stain Resistance

The point to remember here is that
all floors can be stained. So quick
cleanup of accidental spills is import-
ant, especially with harmful substane-
es like hair dye, ink, mercurochrome

and nail polish.

Vinylsurfaced floors have a light
edge over urethane for stain resist-
ance. But common sense and good
maintenance practices are your best
protection, no matter what type of
flooring you select.

® Floors and Asphalt Driveways

Many people are unaware that
tracked-in residue from asphalt drive-
woys and driveway sealers can lead to
discoloration of floors over a period of
time. White or very light-colored mate-
rials are especially susceptible, You
can minimize this by using walk-off
mats ot entrances — and perhaps
choosing a darker shade of flooring if
there's to be frequent tmlfic directly
from the outside.

® Warranties

Reputable bmnds af floorinx are
warranted facturing de-
fects for a pcriod of up to five years
from date of purchase. You shouid get
this in writing (rom the dealers who
sells you the floor, and bccome familiar
with its provisions.

Bear in mind that a manufacturer's
warranty covers material only. It
doesn’t cover problems caused by im-
proper installation, This is the respon-
aibility of the dealer who installs your
floor. So choose a dealer who's experi-
enced and enjoys a 'good local reputa-
tion.

For a free information folder on vi-
nyl flooring, write to Armstrong Con-
sumer Services, Attn: Floors, P.O, Box
30001, Lancaster, Pa, 17604. Or call
toll-free: 800-233-3823. The {older con-
tains color brochures showing various
potterns and styles, a shopping
planner, warranty information, and
more tips on selection,

On Bruce, America’s I-‘avorltc
Hardwood Floors During

Right now you can save Save on the most
up to 20% onselect Bruce r popularstyles...
Hardwood Floors... patterns...and
America's Favorite & colors lhat Bruce
Hardwood Flooring has to affer.

Hurry...Sale Ends Oct. 25th

ON MANNINGTON NEVER-WAX FI.OORS
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Now Thru Oct. 17th

FAIRWAY TILE & CARPET

21 E. 14 Mile » Just E. of Livernois « Troy

588-4429




