Historic house’s fate remains in limbo

By Joanno Maliszoweki
statt wrlter

admlnistrators, the clty caouncll,
of the historic distrlct

HE FATE of the 150-year-
old Harger House is ex-
pected to be decided in 90
days,

Farmington Hills officlals have
been charged with determining
what's to be done with (he stone
house that slts In the commons arca
of the Farmington Hills Hunt Club
subdivision, east of Halsted, north of
Grand River.

Approximately 20 Hunt Club resl-
dents who met” with city offlclals
Wednesday demanded a resolution to
the more than one-year-old contro-
versy over the house. Resldents also
demanded a progress report from
city officials within 30 days.

City officials and members of the
Farmington Hills Historie Dlstrlct
Commlsslon have waged a battle to
preserve the house, built in 1837 by
John Dallas Harger — one of the
area's earliest settlers,

During the controversy, however,
resldents have become progressively
adamant in wanting the the old dalry
farmhouse removed or torn down,

The spectal meeting between clty

commlssion and officials of Stan-
dard Federal Savings of Troy — the
subdivislon’s majorlty landowner —
was called in the Harger House to
“try to resolve, get a sense of direc-

send out a letter survey to every
Hunt Club homeowner. The survey
would ask resldents to choose one of
four available optlons to resolve the
Harger House Issue. The options are:
1} selling the house to a private
owner for restoration as a resldence;

tion” and to “share s ," City
-Manager Willlam Costick sald.

BUT IT was clear from the mect-
ing's start that residents have grown
tired of the issue and want the house
removed so they can continue with
plans to use the subdlvislon's 30-acre
commons arca. Resldents sald they
do not wish to give up any portion of
their commons arca.

Although all of the 60-70 home-
owners were not In attendonce
Wednesday, those who were matn-
tained that thelr oplnions are shared
by the majority of subdivislon resi-
dents,

Yet, Mayor Joe Alkatech is still
unconvinced,

“I'm not fully convinced we got
the right answers,” he sald In a tele-
phone interview following the meet-
Ing. “There wasn't a full representa-
tion of the whole subdlvision.”

Alkateeh sald he would llke to

i

Durwood Allen, senior vice president for Standsrd Federal

gs and Loan A

) relates to

's gather-

ing that the bank has never favored demolishing the Harger
House, City Councilman Donn Woll is at right.

2) the of restor-
ing the house as a subdivislon club-
house; 3) demolishing it; or 4) mov-
Ing it elsewhere in the clty,

“1 think the councll should have
solld fnformatlon — beyond a shad-
ow of a doubt — on which to base
thelr declsion. This is a blg decision,”
Alkateeb sald.

‘The results of the latest survey,
taken by the homcowners assocla-
tlon, show that of the 46 who re-
sponded, 30 want the house moved or
torn down. Seven resldents want the
house sold and nine want to keep or
lease It, according to resident Linda
Cassar.

RESIDENTS TOLD city offlcials
at the meeting that they are opposed
to the sale of the house to a private
owner for restoration on site.

“Selling s out of the question. We
would lose control aver the house
and the area, We don't know what
kind of bullding will be there,” Cas-
sar sald in a telephone interview the
following day.

Alse at the meetlng was a marrled
cauple who made a reported $26,000
purchase offer to the bank for the
Harger House and an acre of land,
‘The Hunt Club associatlon rejected
the cash offer last spring.

When clty and bank offlctals agatn
referred to the purchase offer, resi-
dents angrily opposed the notion of
selling the house.

Some residents malntained that
$26,000 was not cnough of an offer
and that the house and the hill it sits
on — consldered the prime portlon
of the commons area — is worth at
least $200,000, partlcularly with Its
frontage on Halsted.

Mary Fowlle, bank atlorney,
disagreed. “I don’t happen ta believe
the land with or without the house is
worth $200,000. It's not saleable. it's
a commions arca.”

Fowlie told residents that pro-
ceeds from the sale of the house
would go directly Into the subdivi-
slon asssociatlon's treasury. She re-
minded’ residents that when all sub-
division lots are in the hands of prl-
vate owners, the bank will no longer
have a financial Interest in the subdl-
vision or commons area.

DURWOOD ALLEN, senlor bank
offleer and chalrman of the Hunt
Club homeowners assoclation, re-
minded resldents that “Standard
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short takes

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, earned a pro-
motion or are planning a new
venture or project — and there's
a Farmington-arca business an-
gle — we'd like to hear from you
$0 we can share your news item
with other Farmington Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grawl River, Farmington
48024,

& NAMED ASSOCIATE

Lawrence Schwartz of Farming-
ton was named an associate of the
Soclety of Actuaries.

To be named an associate,
Schwarlz successfully completed an
intensive course of study and examl-
natlon on the basle cencepts underly-
ing the financla) analysls of risk and
its application to life and health in-
surance, pensions and other securlty
prograrms.

A ies are trained

clans who study and evaluate risks
and determine the costs of benefit
programs such as penslon plans or
life Insurance policies. They are also
frequently expert in the design of
such programs, in computer sys-
tems, finance, marketing and man-
agement.

‘The Saclety of Actuaries, an Inter-
natlenal organlzatlon of professlonal
actuaries, performs rescarch in ac-
tuarial sclence, provides continuing
cducation for members and mafn-
talns high standards of compelence
and conduct.

Schwariz is an actuarial analyst
with Alexander Hamilton Life Insur-
ance Co., Farmington Hills.

© RELOCATION MARKET

In partnership with clght national
companles, Hilton Hotels Corp. has
launched “America en the Move,” a
natlonal relocation network designed
to capture a substantlal share of the
United  States'  multimillion-dollar
temporary lodglng market,

After six months of fleld testing at
Hiltons in five major market clties,
“Amerlca on the Move™ was judged
ready for systemwide dlstributlon,

Statlstics of the relocatlon market
show that cach year, ncarly 17 per-
cent of all Amerlcans relocate. It is
further estimated that executive
transfcrees make at least three trips
to the area where they wilt move.
With the “Amcrica on the Move”
network of buslness partners, Hilton
plans to tap this market segment,

Pariicipating Hiltons will offer
special relecation services, rute in-
centlves, and guest room accammo-

dations deslgned to suit the need of
an extended stay. Shopplng tours and
temporary fltness club memberships
are examples of speclal services de-
signed for the long-staylng guest. As
Is standard with Hllton, children stay
free In the same room with their
parents. Addltlonal reduced rate
rooms for larger familics are also
part of the relocation package.

Hliton's partners In “Amcrica on
the Move” include Eastern Airllnes,
USA Today, All Points Relocation
Scrvice, IDS Financlal Services,
ADT Securlty Systems, Ryder Truck
Rental, Move Management by Ryder
and Relocation Publlcations, the au-
thor of the program.

With support from the Amerfcan
Medical Assoclatlon, the American
Bar Assoclation, and the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce, “America on the
Move" was designed to provide
transferces with a reputable net-
work of established, service-oriented
flrms,

The Novl Hilten has teamed up
with the Detroit Alrport Hilton and
have formed a local network, Mem-
bers of the team Include Eastern
Airllnes in Southfield, the Novi
Chamber of Commerce and the Ben-
z0s Company Apartment Rental,
Farmington Hllls.

© MAKES DONATION

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Michigan received a $2,000 check
from The Columbus Mutual Life In-
surance Co., Columbus, Ohfo.

The donatlon was made on behalf
of the Dan Cafolla Insurance Agen-
¢y, Troy. The Calolla Agency car-
marked the donatlon to bertbfit a
child In the Detroit area; Cafolla
lives in Farmington Hills.

Earning the right to select the re-
ciplent of the Goléen Rule Agency
Aware, the Cafolla Agency was first
in its sales category with 215 per-
cent over quota in Columbus Mutu.
al’s President’s Month Sales Cam-
palgn.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation ol
Michigas “exists to grant the person-
al wishes of Mlchigan children 17
years of age and younger who suffer
{from terminal ilinesses.” It endeav-
ors, to provide emotional support to

family members of thé eritically fIt
child,

The foundatlon, In Traverse Clty,
is afflllated with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation of America, headquar-
tered I Phoenix. .

‘The award was presented by Co-
lumbus Mutua) president nmpt:’wm-

speclal' dinner at Diggers Restau-
rant, Farmington Hills,

® FREE SERVICE

Flamingo Phonecasting Network
has set up two Detrolt-area tele-
phone numbers that callers can dial
(o hear free Information on clther
the Michigan Lottery or Detrolt-area
wealher.

“Callers to the Lottery Hotline
will hear a recorded message an-
nouncing the latest Michigan Lottery
results. The informatlon heard on
the Lottery Line is updated cach
cvening Immediately followlng the
Bureau of State Lottery drawing at
7:29 p.m. Callers to the Weather Hot-
line wil) hear a continuously updated
weather forecast for the Detrolt
metropolitan area, as well as the
current temperature, and the cor-
rect lime,” sald company founder
Brlan Levine.

Levine stressed that the informa-
tion heard on both hotline numbers is
provided free to callers. Both hot-
llnes can be dialed from any type of
telephone and are available to
callers 24 hours a day, seven days a

week.
The Lotlery Hotline can be
reached by diallng 5225768 or by di-
aling JACKPOT.
The Weather Hotllne can be
reached by dlaling 522-1212,
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City Councilman Ben Marks (ceater} and
other city officials show one of the Hunt Club

{Federal Savings) has never coun-
scled demolitlon.”

Still, resldents held to thelr opin-
lon. “We have made our point clear.
You know how the subdivision feels,”
a resldent sald. Sclling the house §s
no longer an issue, the resident add-

ed.

Resldents told clty officlals they
apposc the sale of the house beecause
they do not wish to lose control over
the commons area. Even if the mar-
rled couple, for example, promises
(0 live In the house, resldents have’
no guarantee that the Jand won't be
rezoned for affice or commercial use
In the future, resldents sald.

“We have a lot of political pres-
sure put against us to do something,”
resldent Ron Henry sald. “Owner-
ship of this property eventually be.
longs bottom lne, here . . . I haven't
heard one good reason (o save it
(Harger House).”

Residents told city officlals they
eventually want to build a subdivl-
sion clubliouse on the site where the
Harger House now stands. Sugges-
tions by Alkateeb that residents use
the Harger House as a clubhouse
were rejected. Residents sald they
don't wish to be bothered with res-
1oring the house.

Monday, September 15, 3686 OLF

(F)3A

residents into

ATTEMPTS BY Jean Fox, Farm-
ington Hills Historic Distrlet Com-
mission chalrwoman, to siress the
Importance of preserving the house
and the difficulty In moving it, were
met with tierce opposition from resl-
dents, .

“The reason this house is import-
ant is because il Is a cut-stone Greek
Revival home. There aren't many
ledt In Michigan,” Fox said. "“There’s
a communlty interest in this home
because of what thls home stands for
nn‘d what It means. Are we golng to

the
ntal by tearing down a sesqulcenten-
nlal house?"
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the Harger House before

Wednesday's meeting,

scrved. If city officlals find a way
and a place to mave the house, subdi-
vislon resldents cannot be expected
to foot the bill, even though they
share ownershlp with the bank, Alka-
tecb said.

RESIDENTS ARE sceking the
most cxpedlent and least costly
method of resolving the Harger
House issue. Relocating the house
more than likely Is not the lcast cost-
ly solution, Alkatecb said.

Following the meeting Wednes-
day, Costlck said he felt city offlcials
have two options: determining
whether the house can be moved or
explore the of finding a

"Yep." v

Onc resldent told Fox that, “We
have gone over thls time, after time,
after tlme. We are covering the
same ground. We are wastlng time.
Our positlon is set.”

Finally, Fox took her seat, after
residents told her that if she wanted
the house preserved, she could put [t
;‘n lllzcr subdlvision or in front of city

all.

The clty councli and historic dis-
trict commission want the house pre-

private owner who would be willing
to move and restore it

Concerns have been expressed by
city offlelals and historic dlstrict
commissloners about the difficuity
In moving the house without damag-
Ing It. City officials are uncertain
about costs as well whether the
house would have to be dismantled
to be moved.

Residents chided city and historic
distrlct commission efficials for fail-
ing to provide them with any type of
restoration plan for the house, In-
cluding costs.

For her fall wardyobe, she borrowed a few ideas.

»

Wardrobe
Shopping
Service

Sha knaw whot ploces
she wanted, but she
folt that she could use
alittle help In
solecting the oxacl
stylos that would work
bast for hor.

W And sho know that
1he right accesseries
could realty pull off
the look she wanted.
So she went to a greal
Idea sourco: FYL They
ware happy 16 lend
her thair expertiso,
And their legwork,
aswell,

There Is no chatge for
1he sarvices of FYI.

Call foll-tree for the
FY) oftice nearest
you: 1800 3281463,

hudsons




