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Hawks stagger

Churchi

Il bid

once again, 21-7

By Chrls McCosky
staff wrlter

Livonla Churchill has to be getting
atlttle sick of thls.

The last three years Churchill has
{aken an, undefeated divisional
record {undefeated overall the last
two seasons) into its Western Divl-
sion showdown with Farminglon
Harrison. Harrison has come away
viciorious each year.

Qn Friday, in the mud at Church-
itl, Farmington Harrison used three
sudden strlkes and one heavy-footed
punter to subdue Churchlll 21-7,

Harrison has won the Western Di-
vislon title since the inception of the
Wesiern Lakes in 1982, Many ob-
servers felt the outcome of Friday's
game would determine the Western
Division champlon this season. Nel-
ther coach agreed.

“We dld not tell our kids that thls
was a champlonship game,” Harrl-
son coach John Herrlngton said. “We
told them that Churchill was our old-
est and toughest rival and we would
need a strong effort to beat them.
They lead their region In points so
you know they've played some good

pponents.”

Sald Churchlll coach Herb Oster-
Jand: “No way does this decide it. We
are going to have to come back next
week against a good Walled Lake
Western team, It's a balanced
league. If you can't handle one loss
you've got a real problem.”

HARRISON [IT Churchill with a
flurry at the outset of the gamne. On
their third offensive play, Hawks'
quarierback Mark Murray and split
end Mark Schmidt connected on a
perfectly exccuted 05-yard touch-
down pass.

A kickoff and two plays later,
Harrlson's Kurt Davls picked off a
John Tracy pass nnd advanced it to
the Charger 18, On third-and-2 from
the 10, Murray hit Dave Krolicki in
the end zone.

Mark Calvaruso added both extra
points and Harrison led 14-0 seven
minutes into the game.

But Churchltl didn't fold, In fact,
they took conirol of the game. With
4:01 left in the first half, Tracy hit

football

John Knlttel with o 15-yard TD pass
to cap a 2B-yard drlve. Knlttel added
the extra polnt.

‘Three clutch punis by Schmidi,
one a 50-yarder, kept Churchill away
{rom the goal the rest of the half.

“I felt real good about things at
halftime,” Ostertand satd. “I feit Ilke
if we could have goiten a break or
something and driven in for a score,
we would have been able to take con-
trol. Instead. , "

Instead, on Harrison's first posses-
slon of the second half, Scott Bisscll
busted up the middle a romped 5%
yards for o back-breaking touch
down.

FOUR TIMES in the final twc
quarters, Churchill drove inside Har-
rison territory. Four tlmes the
Hawks' defense rejected them. Early
In the fourth quarter, the Chargers
recovered a fumble at the Harrison
30. The Chargers didn't pick up a
first down,

Four tlmes in the final two quar-
ters, Schmidt had to punt out of the
mud from deep inslde his own terri-
fory. All four times Churchil) applied
conslderable pressure. Schmldt's
punts were of 44, 39, 49 and 30 yards.

“Theit punier was outstanding,”
Osterland sald.

Harrison's defense wasn't too bad
elther, limiting Churchill to just 103
total yards (59 rushing and 50 pass-
Ing). They sacked the quarterback
flve times.

Harrison gained just 126 total
yards. Bissell flnlshed with 81 yards
rushing in 18 carrles,

“Plaging In this is bad for fool-
ball,” Herrington said of the muddy
conditions. “There were (wo good
football teamts out here and they de-
served hetter, But both played near-
1y errorless football conslderlng the
conditions.”

The Hawks are 3-0 in the league,
4-1 overall, Churchill is 2-1, 4-1.

Rocks crush North;
Hawks, Falcons fall

By Chris McCosky
stalf writer

What the North Farmington girls
basketball team had to do Jf it was
going to upset Observerland's No. 1-
ranked Plymouth Salem Thursday
night was piay a perfect game,

North Farmington, alas, dld not
play a perfect game. Salem won 58-
24.

“What can I say? They are just a
great basketball {eam,” said North
coach Greg Capling. “T thought we
played hard, we just missed a Jot of
casy shots, But we do that every
game. And let's face it, they play
great defense.”

North Farmington tralted 14-4 af-
ter one quarter. In that quarter, the
Raiders missed four of the slx shots
they took — three of them were
layups. They also made elght turn-
overs In the quarter (20 in the game).

From that point, Salem proceeded
to run North out of Its own gym.

“Against Satem, you cannot afford
to miss those kinds of shots,” Capling
said. *You have to take advantage of
cvery opportunity. 1f you don't,
you're in trouble.”

TO SALEM'S credlt, it didn't take
the Ralders for granted. The Rocks
played thelr usuat brand of in-your-
face man-to-man  defense and
pressed the Ralders full court for the
better part of three quarters,

“1 really liked the way our kids
waorked through thls game," Solem
coach Fred Thomann sald. *We
didn't serew around with it. We got
control of the game, and we kept it
going.”

Dena Head led the Salem scoring
wlth 19 polnts. She also pulled down
clght rebounds, Jesstea Handley had
her perimeter game in order, pump-
ing tn 18 points from long-range.
Sophomore Jill Estey added eight
points and six assists to the cause,

night.

Plymouthk Salem foatbail coach
‘Tem Moshimer knew what It would
take to win Friday's game with
Farmingion.

“Whoever got the break was
galng to win the game,” he sald,
“We knew It was going 1o be decid-
ed that way.”

Unfortunately for Moshimer’s
Rocks, it was Farmington that got
the break. The Falcons® Joe John-
ston created the only real scorlng
opportunity in the game for cither
team by stealing a Salem pass and
returning it 50 yards to the Rock 11
in the third quarter.

Several plays later, Eric Green
dived in from 2 yards oul on a
fourth-down-and-one play, and the
Falcon defense did the rest In a 6-0
victary at Salem's CEP field.

The win kept Farmington in the
race for the Western Lakes Activi-

girls
basketball

For North {2-4 in the Western
Lakes, 3-5 averall), Robyn Weather-
ford scored eight points.

Salem unbeaten In the league (6-0)
and 8-1 on the season.

CANTON 64, HARRISON 2
That’s no typo. Winless Farminglon
Harrlson scored its only basket mid-
way through the second quarter.

Tory Barger (14 points) and Penny
Piggott (10) led Plymouth Canton.
‘The Chlefs are 4-2 in the Western
Lakes, 5-4 overall,

STEVENSON G4, FARMINGTON
45: Llvonia Stevenson's pressing de-

ties {WLAA) Lakes DI-
vision title, The Falcons are 2-1
and tled with Llvonia Stevenson,
Westland John Glenn and North
Farmingion. Farmington Is now 2-
3 overall and riding a iwo-game
winnlng streak.

For Salem, the loss ended any
hopes of winning the Lakes Dlvi-
sion tltle. They are now 1-4 overall
and 1-2 in the division.

Salem had three good scoring op-
portunities In Friday's game, and
all three ended with mistakes. A
fumble kltled one drive; Johnston's
theft of Steve Holt's pass stopped
anothier; and the third finished with
a penalty that negated Leonard
Bowe's 50-yard run to the Farm-
inglon 14.

Any hopes for establishing some
kind of offensive consistency for el-
ther squad were thwarted by the
weather. “Our field was unbelley-
able,” sald Moshimer after days of
raln flooded the ficld. “It was llke a
pord out there.”

Salem's offense was more pro-

alcons post

ductlve — in yardage — than
Farmington's. The Rocks galned
127 yards rushing and 11 passing.
Holt” was three of seven for 11
yards, with one interccption, and
Jerry Sumner rushed for 52 yards
on five attempts.

Farmington got 34 yards passing
and 43 rushing, with quarterback
Drew  MacDougall completing
three fo six for 34 yards and onc
interceptlon.

N, FARMINGTON 29, W.L.
CENTItAL 12: Scott Selzer blasted
for three first-hall touchdowns as
North Farmington rolted to a 27-0
halftime !ead and coasted to an
easy victery at Walled Lake Cen-
tral Friday.

North is now one of four teams
at 21 in the WLAA's Lakes Divi-
sion. And that pleases coach Jim
O'Leary.

“That leaves us in pretty good
shape, according to the playolf for-
mat,” he sald. “Let me put it this
way: If cveryone wins the rest of
the way, we'd win it.”

According to the WLAA playoff
systum,  tie for first by more than
two teams is broken by comblning
opponents' records. And so far,
North has played the toughest
schedule,

Central wasn't one of those tough
ones. The Vikings actually out-
gained Narth, 183 yards to 152, but
those figures were deceptive. As
O'Leary said, “Statistics are for
losers.”

The Ralders capitallzed on four
Interceptions -~ by Joe Sturtz,
Andy Avery, Matt Sucheeki and
Craig Barany — and a fumble re-
covery. The alse got a selid, two-
quarter performance from Selzer,
who gained 87 yards on 15 at-
tempts and scored on runs of 7, 2
and 3 yards,

The team didn't really need him

after that. His first half TDs, com-
bined with Matt Suchecki's 70-yard
punt return in the second quarter,
put North in command. Quarter-

photos by BILL BRESLER/sIall pnotographer
Joe Johnston {No. 32) picked off this Plymouth Salem pass to set up the winning TD for Farmington In its 6-0 triumph Friday

2nd shutout

Drew MacDougsll, Farmington quarterback, sliogs through
muck at Plymouth Salem Friday night.

back Seott Simon hit five of seven
passes for 25 yu The only othcr
Raider points ¢ on a fourth-
quarter safety.

fense Thurs-

F
day and helped the Spartans win

their first Western Lakes game.

Sue Zatorski fed the Spartans with
18 points. Dentse Vince added 12.

Stacy Swanderskl scored 21 polnts
and grabbed 10 rebounds for Farm-
ington (0-6, 0-9). Becky Philp scored
14 polnts and pulled down 12 re-
bounds. Karen Jenkins grabbed nine
rchounds.

Stevenson s 3-6 overall.

MERCY 67, BORGESS 23; Senior
guard Yvette Maison cxploded for 28
polnts and found time to dish out
eight asslsts Thursday Lo lead Farm-
ington Hills Mercy in this Catholic
League contest.

Jennifer Slosar added 10 points.

Merey Is 11 in the Catholle
League, 5-8 overall. Blshop Borgess
fallsto 0-2, 2-5. .

Stevenson kickers blank Norih

Superior talent took a back scat to
the weather last week in soccer
games played throughout Observer-
land, thanks to monsoan-tlke rains,

Not that the better teams didn't

" win. But with ficld conditions rang-

Ing from sloppy to swampy, luck of-
ten substituted for tatent.

On Friday, Llvonla Stevenson
blanked visiting North Farmington
2.0, The victory kept the Spartans
unbeatcn overall {12-0-2) and in the
Western Lakes Activitles Assocla-
tion (8-0-2).

“Boy, it's unbelievable,” said Ste-
venson coach Pete Scerrl. “The ficld
Is just terrible, The middle is strictly
tmud, no grass at all.”

The. Spartans prevalled, theugh,

getting a goal in the first half from
Lars Richters, with Bob Dimitriou
asslsting.

‘They increased their lead to 2-0 in
the second hall when the North
sweeper {rled to clear the ball back
to his keeper. The ball stuck In the
mud, and Ray Barnas swept in and
punched it past Rajder kecper Craig
Nome. Richters was credited with an
asslst.

“They really did (play good de-
fense), for what they could do,” said
North coach Cathy Cole. “Sievenson
was lucky, especially on that second

1"

oal.

Spartan keeper Jeff Benclk earned
the shutout. Derck Williford and
Kurt WIII provided solid defense in

front,

On Wednesday, Stevensen shut out
visiting Farmington 7-0. The Spar-
tans rolled to a 5-0 halftime lead,

Eric Schwedt and Rlchters each
scared twice, with Rlchters adding
two assisis, Barnas, Ray Galea and
Bill Madden had onc goal apicce.
Benelk was in goal for the shutout,
as Stevenson outshot Farmington (3-
6-3), 25-4.

SALEM 5, W.L. CENTRAL ©:
Plymouth Saletn scored all five of Its
goals in the opeaing half and coasted ta
viclory Wednesday at Walled Lake Cen-
Aral.

I)Acnnls Tleynolds had a goal znd an as-
slst, and Andy Sharma, Randy Balconl,
Mike Zaretti and Doug Fauer also scored.

Keepers Dave 0'Malley and Don Koontz
combined for Salem's fourth shutout, a3
the Rocks (8-3-1 uverall, 6-3-1 in the
WLAA) outshot Central 30-8.

CANTON 1, NORTHVILLE 1
Norihville led 1-0 at the half and outshot
Plymouth Canton M4-6 Wednesdas at
Narthyifle, bat the Mustangs couldn't
beat the Chiels.

With three minutes lefe in the game,
Jerry Staszel popped one nto (he nel,
with Scotl Morgan assisting, to earn Can-
ton a tle, That feft the Chiefs with a 1-3-1
WLAA mark and a 3.5-3 overall record,

CHURCIILL S5, FRANKLIN 1t
Livonia Churchill soliditied H1s No. 1-stale
ranklng with a dominating win at Livonia
Franklin Wednesday.



