In a move to unify and slmplify
traffle accldent analysls, General
Motors will sell its own computer
software program for accident ve-
construction.

Alexander C, McKeen, director of
enginecring analysis for GM'a cur-

examine an ordlnary photograph of
a traffle accident scene and extract
more detalled and more preclse in-
formation, thus permitting move de-
talled analysis,

“The Iliinols Stale Police first utl-
lized troopers to reconstruct traffic

rent and

serviees stalf, snld the declsion fol-
lows a successful pilot test of the
program last month wlth the Iillnois
State Police.

The copyrighted program, called
FotoGram®, i3 the flrst of Its kind
offered by GM.

Illinots troopers were first Intro-
duced to FotoGram at a training ses-
slon earlier thls year at the GM
Proving Ground in Mllford.

TLLINOIS State Pollee Superin.
tendent Lalmutis A. Nargelenas
sald, “This technology allows us to

Drivers
should check
cars oftener

Two Interesting facts from Mag-
gle Van Halten of the Michigan En-
crgy Administration; .

® 70 percent of all gasoline pur-
chased is at sclf-serve pumps.

® QOctober Is “Car Care Month” In
Michigan.

What do those two facts have in
common other than the obvlous? Ac-
cordlng te Van Haften, because of
the Increasing popularity of self-
serve gas statlons, peeple are not
having thelr cars checked out regu-
larly or following a regular mainte-
nance schedule.

MANY OF US can remember
when buylng gas also meant gettlng
your oil checked, tire pressurc
looked at and windows washed. And
In the process of checking the oll, a
visual “once-over” sometimes spot-
ted minor problems before they be-
came major ones,

A few vechicle maintenance tlps
will be useful anytime — not just
during car carc month. With proper
maintenance you'll also lower your
Tuel costs, which is why you switched
to self-serve in the first place.

Cheek tire pressure during pre-

* drive and service routine, Do any of

the tives appear low? Check with a
good tire guage once a manth before
drlving, as the pressure Increases
with the heat produced from driving.
Proper inflatlon means inflating
tlrex to the upper level of the recom-
mended range.

For the best price and fuel ccone-
my: Buy only the octanc level your
vehicle needs. Use the octane level
recommended in your ownet's man-
ual or fust high enough to prevent
“knocking” while driving, Using a
higher octane gas will not make up
for lack of malntenance or Increase
a car's mileage per gallon.

Use the new high-mpg motor oils.
Reporis Indicate thal these new
“slippery” olls may improve mpg hy
3-5 pereent. Oil that is too thick will
Increase friction among englne
parts. The Increased resistance caus-

- es the englne to work harder and re-

sults n lower gas mileage,

Check your owner's manual for
recommended schedule of malnte-
nance checks for your car.

A slmple tuneup can improve
your car's fuel efficiency by up to 12
percent. For a badly neglected car, a
routine tune-up has increascd that
percentage by twice that amount.

TUNE-UP TIME Test:

1. If your mpg has started to slip
g;ndually. a tune-up might be need-
ed, .
2. Check your tires. Low or uneven
tire pressure can cause the reduced
mpg.
3, Your cngine should perform
smoothly — no sputters, coughs or
hesltatlons — and be responsive In
nermal driving condltions.

4. A well-tuned car should pull
away without stalllng after only a
30-second warm-up,

5. To pinpolnt specific problems,
take your vehlcle to a dlagnostic
center, Dlagnostle testing can eltmi-
nate unnecessary repalrs.

THE FREQUENCY of your main-
tenance depends on your driving
hablis, road conditlons, the type of
vehiete,

Keep malntenance and gas mile-
age records for your car to help
determine your car's needs.

Eco-tip; For a free car-care litter
bag and three brochures on car care,
send a sell-addressed, stamped cove-
lope to Concern Detroit at the ad-
dress below. These brochures are es-
pecially useful to new drivers and/
or people unfamlllar witih car en-
glnes.

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, 1025 Shelby, De-
troit 48226.

in 1981. Presently, there
are 20 trained state police accident
reconstructlonists; These officers In-
vestigate over 300 fatal and serlous
Injury traffic accidents annually,
The GM FotoGram will increase the
efflclency and speed of these invest!.
gatlons,

FoteGram draws on photographs

of accident scenes to chart road and

tire marks made during an aecldent,

Accldents on most road surfaces
produce distinctive marks that can
be analyzed through FotoGram.

By converting these marks to
mathematical reference points, Fo-
toGram allows users to plot a car's
course fn an accident, and galn a bet-
ter understanding of the aceldent
and lts cause,

“THIS SYSTEM s ahead of others
in the field,” sald McKceen.

“Instead of analyzing only four
photographic reference polnts, the
program will analyze up to 10 refer-

ence polnts, sclecting from that
number those four that best display
the photo field,

“‘With these photographs and the
data they gencrate, investlgators
can preduce a two-dimenslonal plan
view or map of road condltions and
vehiele movement faster, simpler,
and more accurately through
conventional mesans,” he sald. The
program also can reduce or enlarge
the scale of accident data for casler
map and model reconstruction.

The program will accept photo-
graphs from any clear negative. It
works on IBM or IBM-compatible

Monday, Octabar 6, 1988 O&LE

GM program speeds accident analyses

iy

.‘a.
personal computers. “With these erase evidence of the accident, as

tools, our cnglneers can complete in
a day what t.took more than a week
1o accomplish through accident re-
ports and conventlonal analysis,”
McKeen sald, y
ACCIDENT Investigations typlcal-
1y have been done by hand with little
or no computer asslatance, Accldent
investigators don't always have time
to take detalled nates, often the key
to understanding the events leading
to multiple or complicated acci-

ents.
“If an aceldent oceurred at a busy
intersection, traffic can quickly

can highway construction or road
palr,” McKeen sald. N
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experience.

so confusing.

p
To anyone who's never done it before,
applying for a loan can be a bewildering

All those questions, calculations and
telephone calls make borrowing seem

Actually, it's quite simple. Even logi-
cal. And to prove that point, First of
America Bank is offering The Borrow-
ing Book, a straightforward explanation

of how loan officers make up their minds.
In it you'll find the questions bank-
ers ask when you apply for a loan. You'll
read about the importance of debt-to-
income ratios and credit reports.
And you'll learn about the wealth of
loans available from First of America
Bank. Everything from car and boat
loans to private lines of credit and bank
credit cards.

g,

For personal loans and the whole
story behind them, come to your nearby
First of America Bank office and get
The Borrowing Book free.

The plot isnt much, but it could

have a very happy ending.
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