Retarded get plenty of candidate sympathy

By Tim Richard
stoff weltar

‘They told the Assoclation for Re-
tarded Cltlzens pretty much what
they wanted to hear,

nrea. part of the Royal Qak arca,
Novi and Wixom,

REP. MAXINE Berman, D-South-
{leld, sald she “vchcmcnlly opposes
such bills" to allow local govern-
rm:nfs l.n rcs(ric!. group home sltes,

Wi a condo, [ don't

And the 21 candidates sounded
alike — against
and in favor of group homes.

“It's & Mary Poppins questlon.
Yes, of course,” answered onc impa-
tient candldate as ARC of Oakland
County held a candidates night Mon-
day {n Birminghom.

The candldales for state Legisla-
ture and the County Board of Com-
missloners almost outnumbered the .
audlence of 30 In the library base-
ment.

“DO YOU feel local communities
should have any contrel over group
home site seclection? If so, who
should do 1t?" ARC asked.

State Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy,
sald, “I support the Department of
Soclnl Secrvices and Department of
Mental Health efforts to place
homes In our area, To my detriment,
I've xnpporlud group homes in rau-
cous meetings.

Cruce clled Jour House bills he op~
poses which would sct population
Imlts and establish local site selec-
tion committees. His 16th Scnate
District includes Troy, Blrmingham
and part of the Royal Oak area.

ls Democratic opponent, Martha
Klnney of Pleasant Ridge, sald, “Un-
fortunately, there s a sthl a ot of
bigotry out there” agalnst group
homes. She said the Department of
Mental Health should select sites,

DEMOCRAT Martha Blom, seck-
ing the 17th District Senate seat,
agreed with Kinney. “The less local
control, the better,” added Blom of
West Bloomfleld.

Incumbent Sen. Richard Fessler,
R-West Bloomfield, did not attend.

Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hills, a veteran of more than 20
years in Lansing, said, “T was there
when it was passed” — meaning the
policy of placing the mlildly retarded
in group homes in residentlal nelgh-
borhoods rather than in state institu-
tions.

“De-institutlonalization was a
very, very good step In Michlgan. We
did the right thing,” Faxon said,

s Republican opponent, Frank
Brock of Lathrup Vlllage, did not at-
tend. The 15th Senate District covers
the Farmlngton area, the Southfleld
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recall bclng told where I as  Jewish
woman, or I as a single woman,
could locate,” she sald, “Within
months after group homes have
opened, the problems disappear.”

Her Republican opponent in the
64th House District, Shella Molnar,
dld not attend.

Rep. Judith Miller, R-Birming-
ham, sald, “I've always been a
strong supporter of group homes,”
But she said state offlclals should
“communicate with the communi-
tles" belore locatlng a group home
in order to head off potential trou-
ble. She wants the locatlon process
“fine-tuned.”

Her Democratic epponent in the
85th House Disteict, Joan Hill of
Bloomfield Hills, did not attend.

WILFRED WEBB, Democratic
challenger in the 68th House Dls-
trlet, sald, “It's too bad this questlen

Sen. Cruce, Incumtent Republican
In the 16th, said, "“The family unit i§
Important to foster, A strategic plan
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vote for spending without voting for tax Increase and his subsequent de-
funds” — a reference to his 1983 featat the polis,

suppart of the state personal income

Replies a/ Oakiand County

has o be appropriate,” Cruce added

-

Board of Commissioners candi-
dates will be covercd in Monday's.
edition. e

that more funds would have to be
predicated on the “cost effective-
ness"” of services.

REP. BERMAN, D-Soulhfleld,
s8aid it's proper for the state to subsl-
dlze parents who keep children at
home, adding, “More services must
be glven to those people who live at
home.”

On the question of a strategte plan,
she sald, “We collect data on every-
thing else,” .

Rep. Mlller, R-Blrmingham, said,
“A strategle plan Is very lmporuml
when you have too few dollars,”
Whlle it would be nice to promise
ARC members “everything you
want,” she said services could be ex-
panded “as dollars areavaltable”

Démocrat Webb of the 66th House
District sald, “I can't belleve we
have to ask this qucstlan " His an-
swer was “certalnly.’

Webb added that “many people

has to be asked. They (
hnvn aright (o live where they want,
“Local communitles should not
have the right to contrel locations
any more than where I locate,” sald
‘Webb, a Hazel Park resldent. A re-
tired school superintendent, Webb
served one term In the House before
he was defeated In 1984 by Rep. Gre-
gory Gruse, R-Madlson Heights,
Gruse dld not attend, The district
Includes southeastern Troy.

ARC CHARGED that many re-
tarded children whose parents care
for them at home “are elther under-
served or denied access to the oppor-
tunitles which those within the sys-
tem recelve.”

It asked whether the “never-jnstl-
tutlonalized” should be glven the
same level of services, and whether
candidates approved of “the current
project of collecting data so as to de-
velop a ‘strategic plan' for expand-
Ing services?”

Democrat Blom of the 17th Senate
Distrlet salg the state "should not
dlfferentinte between those lns!llu-

and
alized.”
Democrat Kinney of the 16th Sen-
ale Distrlet advocated “equal treat-
ment.”
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clarification

Rep. W.V. Brotherton, R-Farming-
ton, voted in favar of the wine coaler
deposlt blll when it was passed by
the state House of Representatives.
Some edltions incorrectly reported
his vote,
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