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Patterson rakes Cooper’s crime rulings

" By Tim Richard
staff wrlter

N Declaring District Judge Jessica
* Cooper "doesn't know or ignores
law,” Oakland County F L.

about judges or candidates,

Distriet judges conduct prellmi-
nary examinations In felony cases
and handle minor civli cases and
misdemeanors, Cooper's district

:‘Brooks Patterson endorsed Law-
gence Ternan in a Circult Court
- judge race.
.= “I's not very often I'll get this
deeply immersed In a judlelal con-
- test,” the prosecutor said in an inter-
. vlew. But he 3ald the Southfleld dls-
* trict judge shows *judiclal intemper-
-.ance and insensitlvily to the victims
—of crime.” .
Patterson clted seven instances
- .compiled by Edward Clbor, chief of
his District Court Divislon. “Each
* case by itself 1s not enough to turn
- her out of offlce, But the totality —
month after month, year after ycar
=" the prosecutar said,

COOPER, 40, 3aid in an interview
_that Patterson “has no right using
_prosecutor’s time on a judiclal mat-
ter, I've conducted 3,200 prellmlnar-
ies (pretrlal exams}) in elght years,
and he's got four cases,"” (Two cases
are unresolved, and one incldent
clted by the prosecutor was a court-
room remark, not a case.)

She said Patterson’s complaints
amount to one for every 800 pretrl-
alg she has conducted. She quoted a
legal canon warnlng attorneys
against making “false statemecnts”

covers clity and hi
and Lathrup Village,

She Is seeking elevation Nov. 4 to
the Circuit Court, with countywide
Jurisdletion over criminal cases and
major civil cases, Including divorce.
She and Ternan were nominated in
he Avg. 5 nonpartisan primary.

Ternan, 46, is Rochester Hilla city
attorney and has an office in Bloom-
{leld Hilla,

HERE ARE Patterson's citations
and Cooper’s responses:

1) Patterson: In a 1984 case, Judge
Cooper dismissed charges of larceny
from a motor velicle agalnst three
defendants, "She sald on the record
that she is dismissing charges but ‘a
Jury would come back (with a ver-
dlet of) gullty, we know that,' She

P

the peaple (p s
offlee) did not estabilsh their proofs.

“We appealed dismissal, and the
Circult Court reinstated the cascs,
and all three defendants were con-
victed.”

Cooper: Saylng she dldn't recall
the ¢xam among the 3,200 she has
conducted, she said, “I have no [dea
what they're talking about, There
are clements that have to be met. If
not, the case has to be dismissed.
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Pattorson
“It doesn’t mean we don't all know
people are gullty. It means I have to

Cooper

follow the law and dlsm
proofs are inadequate.

lss” when

2) Patterson: After dlsmlssing lay+
ceny in a bullding charges against a
Hudson's Northland sccurity guard,
Cooper “went out to lunch with the
defendant's attorney, Kenny Cock-
rel, who was Cooper’s former hus-
band's law partner.

“We appealed, and the case was

varced 13 years. My ex-husband was
in law schoat when we got dlvorced.
What he did In the past 13 years is no
concern of mine.”

{fendant was charged with assault
upon a police offlcer. She reduced it
1o aggravated assault.

set aside the verdlct. She did, and set
1t down for trial on assault and bat-
tery. The defendant then pled nolo
(no contest) to assault and battery.”

cusation?”

Zubel (an assistant ) ar- The Gi it
rived at court. Cooper took the bench
and sald, ‘“The only thing warse than
getting up in the morning s doing a
eriminal call.”

of context. Mr. Zabel doesn't have a
sense of humor anyway.”

‘bond would be 10 percent of $25,000.
“If defendant was not competent,
she should have been sent (10) or exa-
mined at the forensic center,
“Defendant s avolding trial be-
fore Judge Thorburn. Thorburn con-
tinued bond atong with having the
defendant put up her house as sceurl-
ty as well.”
Cooper: "I sct bond at $75,000, She
was suleldal. She was also beaten.”
She deferred further comment be-
cause the case still is pending, but
ciled a June 1986 statement of
George Googaslan, then presldent of
the Oakland County Bar Assoclatlon,
who replled to Patterson’s published
charges.

3) Paiterson: In a 1982 case, “De-

“Defendant brought a motion to

Cooper: “Nothing. What's the ac-

4) Patterson: “Last spring Brlan

said,
“has not been cut loase or given her
freedom as the prosecutor Implles,
She (Cooper) sald on the record, ‘If
you can make arrangements to put
her into a place where she will
receive some type of care and coun-
seling and will not be at large, then I
would consider an alternatlve lo

Cooper: “A joke, a qulp. Taken out

5) Patterson: In the 1986 casc of a

bond or a lower bond If we can guar-
antee where she would be.

“The bond order specifically pro-
vides that she shall not be dis-
charged from the hospltal without
prior approval of the court. The
point is that the defendant is now,
and always has been, in confine-
ment."

6) Patterson; A Fidclity Bank of
Franklln manager polnted out & sus-
plclous man to a police offlcer. The
officer asked the man to step outslde
and asked the man if he had a gun.
“Yes," the man replied, The officer
“patted the defendant down and tock
a small handgun from the defend-
ant’s packet.

“Coaper suppressed the gun, We
appealed, and Circult Court relnstat-
ed the case.”

Cooper: “Even if 1 dld, so what? If
1 suppressed, there was a legal argu-
ment, and I accepted one position
over another.”

relnstated by the Clrcult Court.”
Cooper: “1 have never been out to
lunch with Kenny Cockrel.
On Cockre's relatlonshlp with her
ex-husband, she said: “I've been di-

woman charged with murdering her

husband in a public offlce bullding,
Judge Cooper, after the exam, “set
bond at $15,000. But If the defendant
checked herself in a mental hospital,
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