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By C.J. Risak
staff writor

It's not something Dave Houte
will s00n forget.

“Everybody just stood there for
a second,” sald the Mlchlgan State
offenslve tackle after a Iast-gasp
drivo ended at the Jowa 3-yard line
with an Interceptlon, sccurlng the
Hawkeyes' 24-21 victory Saturday
at MSU.

“That's the word for it —
stunned.”

Houle was stlll filled with disbel-
ief an hour later. MSU had more
than Its share of chances to beat
Towa, right up until that final pass.

But the interception wasn't the
cause of the Spartan defeat. Earil-
er mistakes that put them into a
must-score situation were their
downfall.

“'Penalties. That's the only thing
that stopped us,” sald Houle. “Yau
try to put them out of your mind.
You try mot to think you have 20
yards to go.

“1 don't think it's what they dld
(to stop us), it's what we did, Penal-
tles just killed us.”

FLAGS AGAINST MSU flgurdd
1n 10 of the Hawkeye points. A per-
sonal foul call for 15 yards came
during thelr first-quarter touch-
down drive and a roughing-the
kicker penalty led to thelr winnlng
ficld goal.

In addltion, two critical offen-
slve penaltles ruined possible MSU
drives in the third quarter, The
Spartans' Initial flrst down of the
second half didn’t come untll the
fourth quarter. That allowed the
Hawkeyes to take control and
eventually bulld a 24-14 lead.
Houle had hils problems. He was
caught holding ence, which added
to MSU's woes.

But otherwise he was falrly ef-
foctive. He lned up all game
across from Jeff Drost, a §-foot-5,
286-pound glant of a defensive
tackle.

“He's definltely the toughest
player I've played agalnst,” sald
Houle, “I'd vote for him (for all-
America) right now,"

Considering Houle was 2 220-
pound tight end coming out of
Plymouth Salem, such an assign-
ment seems Mke o ludierous
jmismatch. But Houle, a redshirt
Junlor, has bulked up. He's listed in
MSU's program at 6-5, 247, which
prompted a chuckle. “I'm up to 265

Spartans’ loss
grates on Houle
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Surviving nicely

Injury, inexperience can’t dim Bokovoy’s spirit -

By C.J, Risok
stalf writor

For Lisa Bokovoy, the adjustment
from high school star to collcge
player has becn frought with tough
lessons. But untlke other prep stars
who never make a suceessful transi-
tion, Bokovoy's talent has been over-
enough to carry her

now,"” he said,

SUCH SIZE is a necesslty in the
Big Ten, where Drost's bulk is com-
monplace. And the Spartans are
counting on thelr offenslve line to
open hales for Heisman Trophy-
hopeful Lorenzo White.

Those holes never appeared
against Towa. White was llmited to
41 yards rushing in 19 carrics.

“They were keylng on him,” sald
Houle. “I don't think they thought
Dave (Yarcma, the Spartan quart-
crback) could throw that well. Af-
ter this game, I think other teams
will play us for the pass more.”

Yarema did counter Jowa's de-
fenslve efforts on White by passing
for 271 yards and three touch-
downs, And yet, if MSU is to suc-
cced, much depends on how effec-
tive White is. Preseason publlelty
hyplng the Spartan blockers — the
“White Knights" — doesn't help at
game time.

“Sometimes that stuff can back-
fire," sald Houle. *Lorenzo de-
serves It, but other teams see it and
get really fired up.”

WHICH MAKES Houle's job that
much harder. The Spartans do
boast two great wide recelvers in
Mark Ingram and Andre Rison,
who comblned for 13 catches Sat-
urday. Ingram ecaught all three
TDs.

“I think as the season goes on,
they won't be able to key on Loren-
z0,” sald Houle. The question is,
can the Spartans win by depending
on the pass instead of White's run-
ning?

They haven't been able to so far.
White has been shut down twice
this year, by Arizona State and
Iowa, MSU lost both times by a
field goal, -

Houle believes his team Is on the
verge of winning games llke that.
“We've got good character on thls
team,” he sald. “We came back
agalnst lowa, we came back
agalnst Arizona State. We're there
= just a little bit more and we'll
win some of these.” |

That “little bit more” may be all

that's separating MSU from a post-
season bowl bld.

through the greatest challenges.

Bokovoy, from Llvonia Stevenson,
Is on the brink. And she's only a
sophomore.

The 6-foot-1 Bokovay graduated
from Stevenson boasting all-state
credentials In both volleyball and
softball. She chose to continue her
athletic career in volleyball and ac-

- cepted a scholarshlp to the Unlversl-

ty of Kentucky,

Many college prospects welgh
thelr chanees to play before making
a declsion. On a team gutted by
graduation, Bokovoy had no such de-
clsion to make, She started as a
freshman and stayed In the lineup
even when she wasn't playing well,

Last year we only had two mid-
dle-blockers,” Bokovoy sald. *I had
to play even it I dldn't have a good
game, The coach (Kathy DeBoer,
formerly of Ferris State) kept saying
she was sorty to have to play me all
the time.”

DESPITE BEING thrust into a
difficult position, laden with respon-
sibility for a freshman — as she ex-
plained, the U-K offense “starts with
the middle attackers hitting, then
goes outslde™ — she prevatled. It
‘wasn't easy.

“Last year 1 played ngalnst flve
all-Americans,” she recalled. “That
really fired me up, I knew 1 couldn’t
show 1 didn't have any confidence or
they'd really go to work on me.”

But a freshman filling such a vital
role is target enough. Bokovoy ad-
mils it was a learning experience for
her, one that has helped her im-
menscly this scason.

“I {feel more confident now,” she
sald. “My defense has come a long
way. I'm playing much better now in
the back row,

“This game s much quicker (than
in high school) although at Stevenson
we had a quick offense and we had a
lot of good athletes so we could work
a lot of quick plays. But most high
school athletes aren't used to it.”

Bokovoy has adjusted well, She re-
mains the Wildcats' mafn force fn
the middle with a .366 kill pereent-
age, lotallng 154 kills in 12 matches.
She also has 15 solo blocks and 33
assist blocks, U-K is off to a $3
start, including o 1-0 mark In the

Sautheastern Conference.

HOWEVER, IF |t sounds lke
Bokovoy's athletic career s assured,
that her persenal goals of “making
all-SEC this year and all-America
next” are certaintics, then wait. Be-
cause there are still obstacles to

clear.

The biggest is a bad heel. Last
Apri), Bokovoy underwent surgery to
have a bone spur removed from her
heel, At the time, doctors told her
she would recover in four-to-six

weeks,

She went to the Natlonal Sports
Festival in Houston last July belley-
ing she bad recovered, *I thought I
was fIne,” she said.

She wasn't. “I had lost a lot of

quickness and I hadn't gained It
back. It was really frustrating for
me.”
And If that wasn't cnough — the
Injury already pushcd Bokovoy to
the 12th, or last, position on the team
— sho cootracted bronchitls. “I
couldn’t even suit up for games,” sho
sald. The iliness cawsed her to end
der telp two dayy early. .

She's recoversd frwun the bron-
chitis but her foot still bathers her,
Her leaping st hampored much
but her Iateral movement and quick-
ness are,

“} THINK it's holding mo back o
bit,” Bokovoy sald. *"Doctors now
think It')l be the end of the season
before it's fully healed.

*I was thinking about asking the -
coach to redshirt me this year be-
cause T knew I coutd play a lot bet- 7,
ter. But I decided notto.”

Bokovoy must strengthen her calf -
muscle (it ahrunk about an inch be-
cause of the Injury) for her fool to
recuperate  completely, And she
probably won't be able to do that .«
properly until the off-season. N

Which means playlng with pain "
the rest of the season, a burden
Bokovoy has accepted because she is |
confldent the Wildeats have a solid .
chance of winnlng the SEC titie, !t
Georgla and Loulsiana State are the '
other top contendcrs. "

*1 think we have a very good shot +
at 1t,” she sald, “We've been playing **
out of our minds.” -

And if the Wildcats are to capture
the champlonship and the NCAA

that .
It, they'll need Baokovoy. Because her
tulent, even at less than full, ka not
vasily replaced. A

As Bokovoy has discovered, there
Is no sure-and-easy road to success; ,-
cven winning can be patnful, .

Engineers open Junior A season 2-0

There aren't many coaches around
who would complain about a 2-0
start. But A.J. Baker, whose Hennes-
sey Englncers Junior A hockey team
returncd home from a weekend se-
rles in Chicago with a 2-0 record, is
less than satisfied.

“It was terrible,” Baker sald. “We
won the first game 19-0, The second
game we won on a forfelt. We can-
celled the third game. The Chicago
team s completely dlsorganized
right now. They had two coaches
leave the team, and they lost a ot of
thelr players to a new junior league
out West. Just major political gar-

bage.”
Baker expects the third game with

State’s best

If you want to get a taste of Junlor
A hockey, plan on being at the Com-
puware Arcna in Oak Park Friday-
Monday,

The North American Junlor Hock-
ey League will showcase its annual
Little Caesars Junlor Invitational

Spikers roll to 10th win

Tom Teeters knows the quallty of
his Schoolcraft College volleyball
team, and he takes great delight in
putting It on dlsplay — particularly
against four-year schools.

The Lady Ocelots showed thelr
stuff last Saturday at the Hillsdale
College triangular, SC handled the
two Great Lakes Intercollegiate Ath-
letle Confereace (GLIAC) members
the same way it handled nine previ-
ous foes — with dominance,

The Lady Ocelots whipped Lake
Superior State 15-7, 15-7, and fol-
Towed that with a 158, 15.7 triumph
over host Hillsdale. Combined with
Tuesday's 15-2, 15-12, 15-10 win over
‘Matt CC, SC !s now unbeaten lo 10-
stralght matches and 25-consecutive
games. The Lady Ocelots are 17-2
overall.

“We shut them down pretty good,”
sald Teeters, “We blocked
cight times. They blocked us seven
times, too, but we picked every onc
up and we got the polnt on flve of
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them.”

Kim Relyea had a blg day for SC.
She collected nine kills in 34 attacks
with four errors and did not mlss on
a serve, pleking up four aces.

Diana Dletz also had nine kills lo
31 attacks with four errors and,
agalnst HC, Jean Bass had four kills
in six attacks without an error. Sue
Cyrus had two aces in six errorless
serves agalnst LSS, and Patty Koz-
icki and Wendy Spencer both spar-
kled with thelr sets.

But it was 5C’s defense, led by JlIL
Ehlert, Dietz, Relyea, Bass and Koz-
icki, that really pleased Teeters.

*“Our defeaslve blocking was real-
ly strong,” he said.

Agalnst Mott, SC battled back
from a 7-0 third-game deficit to win
In a sweep, Relyea was superb, col-
lecting 13 kills in 27 attacks {two cr-
rors), 13 dlgs, three solo blocks, and
two service aces.

SC hosts Lansing CC at' 11 a.m.
Saturday.
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Hockey T g at 2
p.m. Friday.

Teeters quits

Tom Teeters made It official Jast
weck — he'll not return as Garden
City High School’s volleyball coach.

Garden Clty athletic director Blll
Pinnell sald he is secklng a ncw var-
slty coach. Interested candldates can
call Planell at 421-8220 (school} or
421-0148 (home).

Teeters, who led GC to Northwest
Suburban League and Class A dis-
trict titles last year, left because of
dlsagreement wlth junior high ad-
minlstraters.

Teeters wanled more contrel over
the junior high program, specifically
the hlring of coaches,

*“Tom told me in the spring that he
wasn't comlng back,” Pinnell sald.
“Then I was led to belleve he was
coming back because he ran our
summer program. But he came In
Jast week and told me he couldn’t
continue under the current sltua-

on."

Teeters' successor at GC will ap-
parently be In good hands.
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the Chlcago Patriots to be res-
cheduled for later in the season, but
the future of the Chlcago team, the
newest member of the four-team
North American Junior Hockey
League, Is questlonable.

“I had known for some time that
thelr origlnal coach was going to
step down, but not in my wildest
dreams did I expect them to be so
loosely put together,” Baker said.
“Hugh Melvin {the league’s secre-
tary-treasurer) talked to the Chicago
peaple at length, and he expects
them to get their act together. I
guess they plan on practicing four
times this week, and they should be
ready for the tournament.”

Junior A teams meet in

The Engincers, Compuware, the
Faleons and Chicago are members
of the North American Junior A
Hockey League.

‘The Compuware Arena is at 13950
Oak Park Blvd, off Coolidge be-
tween Nine and 10 Mlle roads. Tlek-
ets are $3 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren and senlor cltizens each day.

Chicago Is one of six tcams ex-
pected to take part In the second Lit.
tle Caesars Junlor Invitatienal Hock-
ey Tournament this weekend at the
Qak Park Compuware Arena (sce re-
lated story).

REGARDLESS OF Chicago's
problems, the Englneers are 2.0 in
the NAJHL. In the 19-0 rout Friday,
all but one Engincer contributed at
least one polnt to the cause.

Bryan Krygler led the goal parade
with four. He also notched two as-
sists. Darrell Sattler scored two
goals and added three assists, Lief
G and Steve Ramberg cach

The team's Plymouth conneetion ,'
also chipped in. Chrls Belhart scored +:
two goals and had an assist. Erlc Ka. -
pelanski tailied a goal and an assist. *.

After this weekend's tournament, |
the Englneers will open their home
schedule at the Plymouth Cultural
Center at 8:20 p.m. Friday, Oct. 17, .
against the NAJHL's defending .
champlon Detrolt Falcons. .

The game will be a homecoming
for six Falcon players: Tom Yawkey, .+
Tony Esser, Bllly Pye, Sean Wordon,
Steye Dawson and Brian Dawson are .
also natives of the Plymouth-Canton

had a goal and four asststs.

. = Chris McCosky

tourney

Here Is the schedule of games:
Friday, Oct. 10
Englneers vs, Junior B stars, 2 pm.
Compuware vs. Chleago, 5 p.m.
Falcons vs. Oshawa, 8 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 11
Falcons vs. Junior B stars, noon

vs. Chleago, 6 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 12
Compuware vs, Junior B stars, noon
Falcons vs. Chicago, 3 p.m.
Engincers vs. Oshawa, 6 p.n.

Monday, Oct. 13
Bronze medal game, 4 pm.
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