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‘North rips Falcons,

faces Hawks for title

By BIil Parkor
stalf wrlter

was a dark cloud over the Farming-
ton High Schoo) football field Satur-
day during the halftime homecoming
activities.

The North Framington Ralders in-
valded the Falcons” home turf, dam-
pening the home crowd's spirit, with
a 24-0 victory over the Hawks.

“We won It,” said North coach Jim
O'Leary. “Thlis gives us the division
and the right to play Harrison for the
title. The klds were pumped up for
this one. There were comments
made that we were just an average
team and that {Scott) Selzer was just
the fourth best back they faced thls
year. We wanted to prove our-
selves.”

The Raiders did just that.

Farmington ran inte stormy
weather early as the Falcons fum-
bled the ball away on their first play
from scrimage. They got off casy
however as an attempted 35-yard
fleld goal missed the uprights.

ON THE FIRST play of Farming-
ton's second poscssion it again fum-
' bled the ball away. This time, how-

By Brad Emons
stalf wrlter

Noisemakers from the Farming-
ton Harrison rooting section weren't

ever, the Falcons pald for the mis.
take. North quarterback Scott Simon
threw a strike to tight end Rich
Karcher for a 22-yard touchdown.
The extra polnt missed as North took
2 6:0 tead.

Farmington agaln bobbled the
first play of fts ensulng drive and
North took posesslon in Farmington
terrltory. Selzer, who made be-
lievers of the Falcons, galnlng 210
yards on 21 carrics in the game, did
the honots this time breaking off
tackte and sprinting 32 yards to pay-
dirt. An attempted two-polnt conver-
sion falled as North stormed ahead
12:0.

The Ralder defense, led by John
Krohl, Tim Shechy, Andy Avery and
Mike Sinanis, shut down the Falcons
next drive and North took over at ils
own 25. The Ralders put the game
all but out of reach when Selzer
stormed up the middle for a 69-yard
touchdown. The PAT was wide as
North took an 18-0 lead.

THE RAIDERS turned out the
lights on Farmlington's next poses-
slon.

On fourth down and 12, deep in lts
own territory, Farmington prepared

football

the only Lhings ly clicking cn
Saturday alternoon.

The Hawks' football team was
clicking as well to the sound of a 38-
3 Western Lakes Conference vietory
over visiting Walled Lake Western.

The win gives the Hawks, now 6-1
overall, the Western Dlvislon tltle
outright, It also sets up a clash with
rival North Farmington (also 6-1),
the Lakes Divislon wlnner, for the
confercnce championshlp Saturday
at Harrison. (Game time Is 1 p.m.).

But there's a Awist Lo the Harrison-
* North matchup. The two teams will

play cach other agaln Saturday, Nov.
1, at North In the regular season
windup.

“It doesn’t matter that we play
them twice,” said Harrison coach
John Herrington, “One is going to be
for the league and the ather is golng
to be for the clty champlionship.
We're pleased to be in it slnce we're
the small schoo) (Class B) in the
feague. And I'm proud for Farming-
ton. The kids said it's golng to be a
lot of fun.”

THE HAWKS had a good time in

Mercy evens up
Ladywood score

Kind of a bang-bang day
F: Hills Merey bask

coach Larry Baker,

Bang. He was involved In a car ac-
cident en voute to schoot Friday
morning. He's OK, the car isn’t.

Bang, Friday night, his basketball
team stayed allve in the Catholic
League Central Division wlith a stir-
ring 59-54 win agalnst Livonla Lady-
wood before 1,500 fans at School-
eraft College.

for

“At no point in this game were we
spectacular,” Baker said. “But it was
as solid a game as we've had all
year, We played smarl and we
mixed it up at both ends of the ftoor
without mixing ourselves up.”

The win was Merey’s flrst in four
meetings with the Blazers dating
back to last scason. Alse, it jams up
the Central Divislon pretty good.
Marian is on top ef the division with
a 51 mark. Mercy, Ladywood and
Harper Woods Regina are 4-2. Regl-
na still has games left with Mercy
and Ladywood, and Marlan has one
game left with all three cantenders,

“Yvette Maison (Mercy's all-state
polnt guard) was talking before the
game how she had never beaten La-
dywoad in her carcer,” Baker said, “1
told her that would change tonight. I
just had a real good feellng. The kids
prepared well for this one. They
were enthusiastic, but there wasn't
the craziness you sce In some tcams.
This game did not make our season.
1t just reinforced how good we can
ber

THE LEAD changed hands numer-
ous times through the first two quar-
ters. Ladywood, behlnd strong ef-
forts from Mandy Chandler, Julie
Oaks and Nicole Ewald, led 30-29 at
the half.

But Mercy took control In the
third quarter outscoring Ladywood
20-14, Ladywood pulled to within a

i )

girls
basketball

point with three minutes left in the
{lnal quarter, After a timeout, Mer-
cy's Maria Dietz sank a pivotal 15-
footer to keep the Blazers at arm's
length.

A key note in that final quarter:
Mandy Chandler and Katle McNulty,
two of the Blazers' top offensive
players, were held scoreless. Koy
siatistics for Mercy: only 11 turn-
overs In the game and seven person-
al fouls.

“We just came out after them,”
Baker sald. “We dldn’t have any of-
fenslve breakdowns llke we had be-
fore. We put some ncw wrinkles In
our offense. Jim McKee (asslstant
coach) called the plays from the
bench, and Yvette Maison ran the of-
{fense masterfully, We mixed up our
presses in the third quarter, and
Adrienne Clark and Margaret De-
Mattia forced key turnovers.”

Clark and DeMattin were a force
on the offensive end as well, Clark
scored a game-high 18 polnts (with
12 rebounds), DeMattia taltled 15.
Malson scored 14 and dished out
¢ight asslsts,

“YOU COULD sce the all-state
soccer player in Margaret DeMattia
tonight,” Baker said. “She was run-
ning the fMoor fram basellne to base-
fine, getting involved In the actlon.
She did for us what Chandler does
for them. She was in the right place
at the right time.”

Chandler led Ladywood's scorers
with 14, Julle Oaks and Ewald
scored 12 each. McNulty was
checked on efght.

Both teams are now 8-4 on the sea-
son.

to punt, But the speedy Krohl evaded
the defensive Hne, blocked the punt
and recovered the ball in the end
zone for yet another [lrst quarter
Raider touchdown. The extra polnt
attempt was wlide, but by then it
dldn’t matter. The game was all but
over,

The game turned into a defenslve
struggle for the remaining three
quarters. North's defense denled the
Hawks and Farmington's offense
contlnued to struggle.

“We threw when they expected us
to run and we ran when they expect-
ed us to throw,” sald O'Leary. “We
mixed it up pretty well. We wanted
to show people we're not a one dl-
menslonal team.”

THE RAIDERS churned up 260
yards on the ground on 30 carries.
Sinion completed nine of 16 pass at-
tempts for 138 yards and one touch-
down.

North's defense allowed Farming-
ton just 114 yards total offense.

“Our defense has heen getting bet-
ter cach week,” sald O'Leary, “The
kids did a good job of adjusting to
what they tried to do.

Emotionally we were ready for
this game. It was our chance to win
the dlvislon title.”

whipping Western before an enthusi-
astic hemecoming crowd.

Harrison quarterback Mark Mur-
ray was sharp, completing 10 of 15
passes for 132 yards. He threw a palr
of second quarter touchdown passcs,
a 6-yarder to Gary Schwedt followed
by a 27-yarder to Mark Schmidt.

Rlck Wltte took a sweep and raced
67 yards for another Harrlson TD in
the second perlod. The first Harrison
TD came [ate In the apening quarter
on a 4-yard run by Scott Bissell, who
ted all ball carrlers with 96 yards in
nine carrles, (Harrlson kicker Mark
Calvaruso added a 28-yard fleld goal
In the second hal{ and was 5 of § on
extra points).

A 39-yard field goal by Mlke Hen.
ry with only two seconds left in the
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RARDY DORST/s10! photographer

Farmington's Paul Orrico is upended by North's Matt Suchelki Saturday in the Raid-

ers’ lopaided victory,

‘Harrison did everything and that’s the
best they've looked all year.’

— Chuck Apap
Western coach

fiest half averted a shutout for West-
orn, which dipped to 2-5 overall.

“HARRISON DID EVERYTHING
and that's the best they've looked atl
year,” said Western coach Chuck
Apap. “They Kicked our butts all
over the fleld. They controllcd the
line of serimmage. I don't know

what John dld to get his kids pumped
up, but they did a great job of at-

BTEVE FECHT/att photographer

Brandon London gained Farmington a koy fourth-place finish
Thuraday helping the Falcons beat Walled Lake Centsal, Both
the Farmington boys and girls capped unboaton seasons with

the Lakes title Thursday,

tacking our defense.

“If they play llke they did tnday,
nabody will touch them.”

The final statistics bear out Harri-
son’s dominance.

The Hawks had 371 yards totat of-
fense 1o Western's 53,

*We bad a strong running and
passing game today,” sald Herring-

Falcons

Murray clicks, Harrison puts Western to rout

ton. “We knew we had a team that
would break loose offensively. Mur-
ray's throwing was the difference.
Last week {in a 7-0 win over Plym-
outh Canton) he was erratic, but he
had some passes dropped, Today it
seemed all his flrst passes were
right there.”

Herrington said his team was
“loosc” all weck In practice.

“We had a lot of fun during the
week because this was a no pressure
game,” he said. “Canton was a good
team and they shut a lot of things
dewn. We ran a few new plays thls
weck, but the Canton game woke us
up. We came out today to play.”

And it appears the Hawks are
ready for Saturday’s championship
clash.

reclaim

divisional crown

Round one goes to the Falcons.

Farmingten’s boys and girls cross
country teams claimed the Western
Lakes Lakes Divislon champlonship
Thursday with a double win against
Walled Lake Central at Oakland
Community College. The boys won
23-32, the girls 26-31.

Last year, Central siole the title
from the Falcons in the final mect of
the season. This year, Farmington
got even.

Like last year, both teams brought
unbeaten records into the meet.

*They were ready for us, and we
werc ready for them,” said Farming-
ton's glrls coach John Barrett. “It
was a very close race. Our three
freshmen ran their best ever.”

Walled Lake Central's Lisa
Chalmers won the girls race with a
20:14. Farmlngton crossed in second,
third, sixth, seventh and clghth.

Bonnie Stecker was the first Fal.
con, she was on Chalmers' heels in
20:24. Freshman Jennlfer Kicl was
third (20:31), freshman Amy Trunk
sixth (20:53) and Margaret

cross
couniry

coach Jerry Young. “We got a Httle
revenge today.”

The Falcons finish with a 7-0 dual
meet record,

Roundd two will be fought on
Walled Lake's course Tuesday. The
Western Lakes conference meet wlil
begin at 4 pm. Tucsday at Willis
Park near Wixom. Bath Falcon units
captored the title a year ago and are
cxpected to repeat thls season.

FARMINGTON HARRISON (B0y3) 25
LIVONIA CHURCHILL 31
Thuraday at Cass Benton

Individual tosults: 1. Chres Hart {FH). 17:16;
2 Jofl Batnnger (FH), 17:20; 3. Chls Pl
(LC), 17:43, 4. Don Mont
5. Saih Petty {FH), 1001 6
16:07; 7. D3nn Dugok (LC), 16:15: 8. Paut
Nomaer (LG}, 18:35; 9. Devek Veaant (LC),
10 49; 10. Tm Guoxgl {LE) , 16 50.

mety (LC), 17:5%;
Pat Runk (FH),

Martin eighth (21:26). Anna Quenne-
vllle was seventh {21:18}.

“We have seven to ninc klds who
run close together,” Barreit said.
“They fllled the gaps niccly today.”

IT WAS like old limes for the
Farmington boys team. Chris Inch
and Al Stebbins ran 1-2 for the first
(lme in a long, long time. (Stebblns
has been Injured). Inch ran the tough
QCC course In a swift 16:02. Stebblns
came home [n 16:41 just ahead of
Central's Atles Kimrey (16:43) and
Farmington's Brandon Leondon
{16:44).

Ron Smedley placed seventh for
Farmington (17:01) and Matt Walter
was ninth (17:13).

“Chris ran one of his best times of
the year, and on one of the best
courses around,” sald Faleons boys

Hareison 9-4; Churchil 2+
5

LIVONIA CHURCHILL {Qlrls) 22
FARMINGTOR HARRISOH 98
Thursday a1 Cass Benton

Indlvidual rosults: 1. Katon Kantor (LC).
2020, 2. Jonny Andetson (FH), 20.53; 3. Coye
Fleuschor (FH), 21:50, 4. Juzhin Stwha (LC),
22:00, 5. Darionn Coopet (LC). 22:24: . Kris«
lin Cuslos (LG}, 23 41; 7. Main Delamerced
(LC}. 24.08; 8. Civisly McAlpine (LC), 24:39,
9. Cria Gios {LC). 25:11; 30. Almaa Jarvenpa
(FH), 25:39.

Dual moot rocords: Churchil 5-2; Hanlson 1+
1

NOATH FARMINGTON {Girls) 27
LIVONIA STEVENSON 28
Thutsday at Cass Bonton

Individunt resulis: 1. Alce Jowen (HF),

B. Jan Goddard {LS), 22:57; 9. Carolna Alkoa
(NF), 20.44; 10, Marla Fekdman (NF}, 23:50.
Qual moal fecords: Noith §-2; Stevanzan 2




