By Tim Smith
statf writer

Jack Faxon can sympathize with
frustrated Qakland Counly commut-
ers whe get bottted up in daily teaf-
fic snarls. He Is often one of them,

That's why Improving the road
system to allevlate traffic woes tops
hls prilority list for another term In
the state Senate,

The’ 14-year incumbent Is being

challenged by Rcpublican Frank'

Brock for the 15th Distrlet post,
which represents Southfictd, Farm-
ington Hills, Faumington, Novl and
Wixom,

THE BIGGEST problem his dis-
trict faces is trafilc congestion, Fax-
on sald, “We're constantly tled up In
trafile, and T spend every day, hours
cach day, just trying to get around in
short distances.

*“Il's outrageous, and has to be re-
conciled In the future.”

Faxon sald he is confident that the
1-696 expansion will probably bring
1he most relief to beleagured South-
ficld commuters.

“Certalnly the opening up of 696
and completing it will take the pres-
sure off the east-west roads in South-
fleld, where currently att that traffle
has to go out In order to get to the
ather side of town.”

North- and south-bound congestion
on the heavily travelled Haggerty
and Telegraph roads are also Faxon
targets.

FAXON SAID he was successful
this ycar, as a member of the appro-
priatlons committee, In getting Hag-
gerty named a state highway, so
state money can be used to widen it.

On Telegraph, cars must “go south
of 12 Mile to go north of 12 Mite.”
Those turnarounds cause a major
backup problem, Faxon added,

The much d
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15th state Senate District

Zero in on traffic congestion: Faxon

‘We're constantly tied”
up in traffic, and 1~
spend every day, hours
.each day, just trying to
get around in short '
distances. It's
outrageous.’. :
— Je;s:k Faxon

By Tim Smith
stall wrlter

As the father of slx adopted and 87
foster children, Frank Brock has got-
ten a Jot of cooperation in his bld for
the state Senate representing the
15th District.

So It comes as little surprise that
the Repubtlcan candldate stresses
cooperative cfforts In solving many
of the state's problems.

Brock, Lathrup Village's mayor
protem and Providence Hospital
Foundation executive director, is

veteran In-

cumbent Sen. Jack Faxon of Farm-
ington Hills in the Nov. 4 general
clectlon,

However, he maintalns that busi-
nesses and Individuals who use and
pollute the system must be held ac-
countable.

“If the state is going to impose an
assessment an potentlal poliuters, It
should be across-the-board, All peo-
ple who use underground contalners
all have to bear some responsibillty
for the quality of our underground
waters.”

The state won't actlvely mandate
local cleanups or help in better dis-
posal of refuse, Faxon sald, because
costs for any statc-ordered program
would have to be pald by the state.

“The best thing the state can do s
establish sufficlent safeguards to en-
sure that local communities won't
leave a problem we'te ultimately
going to have to pay for in the fu-
ture.”

WHEREVER GROUP homes
have gone, there has been public
concern about “potentiat harm” their
occupants may cause, he said.

But Faxon has yet to see thosc

1275 and Northweslern Highway
are “Issues requiring alot of local In-
put to achleve some level of accord,”
he sald,

By letting the state highway de-
partment know of 15th District road
cancerns, the arca could be a priorl-
ty for future road projccts, Faxon
said.

FAXON ADMITS he isn't an cx-
pert on toxle wastes. But the jncum-
bent thinks that the federal “super
tund” has the greatest resoucces lo
tackle the Issue.

p at group homes he has vis-
ited, at those llved in by senlor clti-
2ens or Lhose with mental disorders.

“Delnstitutionallzatlon™ has been
adopted as a polley, Faxon said, to
place individuals n (he most
humane setting possible. He added
that group homes are such places,
where they can have a sense of be-
longlng In an Identiflable group.

Faxon stressed though, that when
it is known that problems exlst, state
leglslators need to speak up and take
steps to correct them.

“No department Is immune from
correctlon,” he sald.

WHILE SUPPORTING Blanch-
ard’s BEST, Baccalaureate Educa-
tion System Trust, program Faxon
clalms that many questions nced taw
be answered.

“I support opticns that are avall:
able to the publle, at no additlona.
cost to them, that ensure them a
chance to be able to pay for their
chlld’s tuitlon for four years of col-
Tege.”

Soeme of his questlons are: How to
cash out of the program If the child
doesn’t go to college, What happens
if students take more than four years
to complete thelr college educatlon?
What is the policy if the money Is
transferred from the eriglaally in-
tended child to another In the faml-
1y? Docs the money belong to the
child or parcnt {f the pelicy Is cashed
out?

COMMUNITIES THAT usc tax
abatements to lure businesses may
be ralsing their property tax base in
the long run, but they’re “shorting
themselves out In the short run,”
Faxon said.

Any tax rellef should go to people
on fixed incomes who are faced with
vislng property taxes, he added.

“They're the ones who need the
most help, not those who are maklng
money from property and not paying
taxes on property.”

The D said

The is calllng for a co-
aperatlve effort between state, coun-
ty and local government §n solving
road problems; wants companies
which dump toxic waste into the un-
derground water supply held ac-
countable; and belleves youth om-
ployment incentives are needed to
help take a bite out of rising crime.

BROCK ADMITS that the contin-
ued growth of western Qakland
County has proved too much for an
aging road system, But he siresses
that the problem won't be solved
without contributlons from the state,
county, citles and developers.

“Idon't think the state can provide
the answer to every local problem,”
he said. .

Brock said the state and county
should step up approprlations to help
expedite projects, such as the widen-
ing of I-696, Haggerty Road cxten-
sion and new 1-696 Interchanges.

And developers need to become
more involved in road projects, per-
haps through state-leglslation or cre-
ation of a special tax district In de-
veloping areas, he added.

Developers would be Jlkely to par-
ticipate In such a distriet, Brock
said, because unpaved streets would
stop their projects from belng suc-
cessful.

FOR THE TAX dlistrict to work,
city councils and zoning boards
would prabably need (o require par-

from before

that while property taxes have dou-
bled slnce 1975, the amount resi-
dents can recover from the “clrenlt
breaker” has stayed at $1,200. He
suggested doubling that amount.
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short takes

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, earned a pro-
utotion or are planning a new
venture or project — and there's
a Farminpton-arca business an-
ple — we'd like to hear from you
s0 we can share your news item
with other Farmington Observer
readers, Send items to: Short
takes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024,

@ COMPLETES TRAINING
Jennifer Hunt, certified color cun-
sultani, has completed advanced
tralning In Dayton, Ohlo, through
World Wide Images Inc., of Sait

Lake City, Utah,
. The Farmington

A Hills  resident
recelved certiflca-
tlon trainlng In
July. She complet.
ed advanced train-
ing in September.
Al training for
World Wide fmag-
s is conducted by
Nevena Chrlstl,
president.

Christl's professional cxperience
consists of ereating images for Ca-
dillac, Coppertone, Bulck, Pan
Amerlcan  Airlines and Intercon-
tinental Hotels. She has expericnce
as a {ilm coordinator, casting dirce-
tor and Interior designer.

During tralning, Hunt worked wlth
Milka Harp, a professionat Beverly
Hills halrstylist. She plans to work
from her Farmington Hills home.

@ HE'S RE-ELECTED

Gordon Graham of Farmington
Hllls was clected to a second term
on the international board of dlrec-
tors of Hoo-Hoo Intcrnational,

foo-Hoo Is a fraternlty of the for-
est products and bullding materials
industry. It has 7,500 members I the
United States, Canada, Australla and
New Zealand.

Graham Is retired from Johns-
Manville, where he worked as &
sales representative in the building
materla) divislon for 37 years. He
Jolned the Detroit Hoo-Hoo Cilub In
1960 and scrved on the board of di-
rectors from 1967 to 1970. He be-
came club presldent in 1970 and has
served continuously as club secre-
tary/treasurer since 1975,

Graham was chosen Hoo-Hoo of
the Year In 1980. He hos served as
assistant treasurer of the interna-
tional organizatlon. Graham has
heen an actlve delegate at 17 of the
last Hoo-Hoo annual conventions.

* Hoa-Hoo has becn called the pub-

Jenniter
Hunt

lic relatlons department of the lum-
ber industry.

© NEW LOCATION

St. Claire Inc., has moved to 37440
Hllls Tech Drive, Farmington Hills,
48018-1221, The telephone number bs
553-2474.

The Farmington Hills Tech Center
Is just south of 12 Mile Road, be-
tween Halsted and Haggerty Roads.

& NEW IMACHIRGRY

When James and Robert Bretz,
president and general manager of
Libralter Plastlcs, bought a compu-
terlzed plastic injectlon molding ma-
chine to upgrade productlon capabll-
Ity and insure greater quality con-
trol over products, they wondered
what to do with the old machine, still
capable of producing quallty parts.

At the suggestion of controller
Donald Jenks, familiar with the
work of Goodwlll Industrles of
Greater Detrolt in employing and
tralning handlcapped men and wom-
en for placement In jobs, the father
and sen team declded to contrlbute
the machine to Goodwill.

The Libraiter people arranged to
teansport the 15,000-pound Fellows
Plastic Injectlon Molding Machlne to
the Geodwlll Industries main plant
on Ash in Detroit. This was a two-
day operation involving heavy ma-
chinery-moving equipment.

Libralter personnel supervised In-
stallatlon of the nccessary clectrical
and water connections, supplied the
initla} batch of raw materials and
sent productlon people to train
Goodwlll workers.

On Oct. 7, James Bretz formally
handed over the 450-ten clamping
force machine to Gerald Schroeder,
treasurcr and former board chair-
man of the non-proflt vocational
tralning organlzatlon.

The machine wlll be flred up and
ready to roll on production contracts
for Goodwllls customers. Goodwill's
handleapped workers will operate
the equipment, which can mold parts
up to 48 ounces in weight,

Libralter Plastics, founded by
James Brets, has plants in Walled
Lake and Farmington Hiils,

Goodwill Industries has served the
handlcapped of Detroit for 65 years
through tralning and employment
programs, Orliginally a sheltered
workshop, Goodwill Industries has
cvolved Into a many-faceted pro-
gram designed to moke it possible
for handicapped people to live suc-
cessfully In the community.

During 1985, Goodwiil placed 402

handicapped workers tn private,
competitive employment. It provid.

ed employment opportunities in its |

sheltered workshops for another 800
persons, Employment in the
sheltered workshops allows the
bandicapped person to carn @ pay-
check while improving work skills
leuding to outside employment.

® CONSULTING SERVICES

Marllyn Flnkel & Associates pro-
vides art consulting services to hos-
pitals, financial institutions and a
varlety of corporations. The flrm
acts as a computerized resource cen-
ter for architects and interior de-
slgners.

Finkel, lirm president, has worked
In the art consulting buslness for 10
years and as a professor of art histo-
ry at Oakland Community College
for 18 years. She has architectural
and engineering training.

This background allows the firm
to enter a project from the planning
stages and follow it through to ln-
stallation, thercby supplying effl-
cient, cost-cifective service.

“Art that Is sclected properly can
enhance the architecture site, the In-
terlor deslgn plan and properly re-
fleet the function of a partlcular cli-
ent,”” Finkel sald. “Art can both
stimulate the work environment and
interest the visitor.”

Her client list Includes Hyatt Re-
geney Baltimore and Bethesda, Hy-
att Orlando Hotel, Crittenton Hospi-
tal, Liberty State Bank & Trust, Fed-
cral-Mogul Corp. headquarters and
St. Joseph Hospital.

All exlsting art and commilssicoed
works are housed In a comptterized
resource center at Finkel's head-
quarters. Also Included in the Inven-
tory are slides, brochures, and arl
Tesumes. .

As an extenslon of her services,
Finke) provides client consuliations
and holds seminars {o familiarize
employees with the art collection
chosen,

Marllyn Flnkel & Associates is at
31455 Northwestern Highway,
Farmingten Hills 48018,

® ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

David Fernquist of Farmlngton
HIlls was named account executlve
at FM 104/WOMC.

He iIs a recent graduate of Michi-
gan State University, majoring In
advertising. N

AL 104 on the FM dial, WOMC s
owned and operated by Metromedia
Ine,, the natlon’s largest independent
‘Jbroadcasting company,

ap;{mving any projects, according to
Brock.

Compantes dumping lexic chemi-
cals Into the ground waler system
should be “dealt with severely and
made to pay,” Brock sald, The state
has a signlficant toxic wasic clean-

Trim cost of doing business: Brock

70

‘pa s 1 s
- businass to Michigan
-hasboena

niixed bag

af best.

Frank Brock,
* . Republican

up prablem, he sald.
Placing the entire clean-up burden
on Industry may not be feasible, he

sald, Instead, ecverybody has a
“stake” In cleaning up the state wa-
ter supply, and speelfic companles
traced as belng toxle polluters
should sharc responsibility in paylng
for clean-vps.

“I wouldn't advocate that we place
such a burden on Individual business-
es that would force them out of busi-
ness,” he said.

AS A LAST resort, the state and
{ederal governments should step for-
ward and help pay for cleaning up
the envircnment.

The state's “de-institutlonaliza-
tlon” program can work if group
homes are well-supervised to protect
neighborhoods, Brock sald, and If pa-
tients placed in them actually belong
there instead of in traditlonal hospi-
tal settings.

But he stressed that more specific
criterla need to be set on where
group homes should be located and
how they should be run.

Resldents of some eclties and
nelghborhoods are justlflably wor-
ried about their areas becoming “re-
posltories™ for more than thelr share
of group homes, he added.

Brock Is concerned that “de-insti-
tutionalizatlon™ may become & cost-
containment strategy.

“IT 1S FAR less expensive to run
these group homes than it is lo majn-
tain blg state hospitals,” he sald,
adding that some"mental health pa-
tients will always need to remaln in

talnment, continue to move people '
out that are not appropriately placed :
In the community settings.”

However, mental heaith reform is |
not popular with fiscally orlented
state legislators. . .

“Mental kealth {rcform) fsa't fash- -
lonable,” Brock said. “But they are a
part of our soclety that we have re-
spensible for. .

“We need to make sure that those -
programs are good programs. We -
know today that many of these pco- -~
ple can be rehabllitated.” .

BROCK SUPPORTS Gov. Blanch-
ard's BEST plan — wlih some reser- -
vation — which guarantces partict- -
pants four years of college tultion at
a Michlgan universlty,

Brock said he would 1lke to see an
opinion from the Internal Revenue -
Service on whether tax-deductible or
deferred tax beneflts would be avail- -
able for program particlpants.

He also wants to know f the state
would be left “holding the bag™ 1015
years frem now should BEST costs
escalate far more than origlnally -
planned, -

Despite his cautlon on the pro- -
gram'’s [easibility, Brock is confident *
it wlll be a positive step for Michl-
gan education. .

Brock sald he would probably vote
in favor of BEST,

“If I'm going to error at all, I'd *.
rather error on the side that says »°
we're going to provide maore oppor- ¢
tunlty for peaple to get a higher edu- ¢ .
cation,” he satd. M

ACCESS TO a college ‘cducation, "

¥

“We can't, in the name of cost-con-
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Foy her full wardrobe, she borrowed o few ideas.
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Wardrobe
Shopping
Service
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1986 Dayton Wudson

She know what pioces
she wanted, but she
folt that she could use
alittle helpin
solecting the oxnct
stylos that would wark
bast for her.

M And she knew Lhal
the right accessaries
cauld really pull off
the look she wanted.
So she went 16 a great
idea source: FYI! They
were happy to lend
her theit expurtise.
And theit legwork,

as well,

There is no charge for
the services of FYI!

Call tolldeee for the
FYI’ ofthce nearest
you: 1800 3284263,
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