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The Merzin family Is more than
thank{ul that passersby drove by
thelr Farmington Hills home when
they dld.

They helped rouse the sleeplng
famlly at 2:10 a.m. Oct. 13 after
thelr garage caught fire.

After spotting flames lcaping
from the famlly’s attached garage -
on Hemlock, one of the passersby
stopped and awakened the couple
and a small chitd by banging on the
{ront door to thelr house.
“That's a rare person,”

satd

Passerby rouses sleeping family
as their attached garage burns

homeowner Cathy Merzin, “He
sald, ‘Get your lamlly and get out
of your house now.' He acted really
qulck and saved three people’s
lves.”

The man also got the homeawn-
or'’s keys and moved two cars
parked in the drive. And he led the
family cat to safety, Merzin said.

Even though normaily she would
have been shocked at any other
time to hear knocking at her door
in the middle of the night, Merzin
sald, "It was one of those sltuatlons

where you know Instantly some-
thing Is golng on.”

Merzin said she smelled smoke,
but thought it was from the
passersby cars parked In front her
house. “There were a lot of specta-
tors," she sald.

The cause of the flre was un-
determincd. Damage to the garage
and its contents, desiroyed in the
blaze, was estimated at $38,000,
according to a Farmington Hills
Fire Department report.
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Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police and fire
calls received during the past
week.

® 2 SURRENDER

Two 18-year-old Farmington men
turned themselves Into the Farming-
ton Department of Public Safety
Qct. 13 In connectlon with scveral
commerelal breaking and entering
incldents occurring In the clty over a
10.day period.

One remalns jalled after belng ar-
ralgned on flve counts of breaking
and entering and four counts of
uttering and publishing, or writing
bad checks. The other man was ar-
valgned on four breaking and enter-
ing counts.

Both stood mute at thelr arraign-
ment Oct. 14 before District Judges
Michael Hand and” Margaret
Schacffer of Farmington, who split
the cascload. Not gullty pleas were
entered on thelr behalf, Bond was set
at $5,000 for the first man. The sec.
ond man was released on personal

bond.
For cach breaking and entering
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count, they face maximum penaliles
of 10 years in prison. The uiterlng
and publishing counts bring a maxl-
mum of 14 years in prison,

According to Commander Peter
Amato of the Farmington Depart-
ment of Public Safety, the two ob-
tained a large amount of cash, some
lottery tickets and a loaded gun, all
valued at $2,745, during the break-
ins.

Buslnesses hit Included:

& Korner Barber Shop, 33342
Grand River, Sepl, 25.

# Benner's Amoco, 32410 Grand
River, Oct. 4.

® The Short Stop Party Store,
34707 Grand River, Oct.

& Spring Braok Gardcns 23614
Power, Oct. 9.

® The Great Walt of China Res-
taurant, 35135 Grand Rlver, Oct. 9.

‘The (wo are also betng jnvestigat-
ed for possible tles to break-lns in
Farmington HIlls, Amato said,

ABDUCTION AVERTED

A 30-year-old West Bloomfleld
Townshlp woman averted being ab-
ducted after cashing a check from a
walk-In, 24-hour banker machine at
First of America, 28584 Orchard
Lake, Oct. 16.

According to a Farmington Hills
pollce report:

After cashing a check at the bank-
er machine at 7:25 p.am., the woman
was getting back Inte hor car when a
man ran around the front and grab-
bed the driver's side door, prevent-
ing her from shutting It

She reslsted when he tried pulling
her from the car. He then tried to
push her farther into the car by hold-
Ing a wrench to her throat.

When she screamed and honked
the horn, a struggle followed outslde
the door and she managed to take
the wrench from the man.

At that point, he got Into her car,
put on white gloves and challenged
ber. When another car pulled into the
lot, the would-be abductor got into
his car and drove off.

® HORSING AROUND

Damage was cstimated at $250
when a horseback rlder rode over
200 feet of {reshly lald sod in front of
a CPA office at 28580 Orchard Lake
Oct. 1

The \.\clghl of the horse and rider
forced the horse’s hooves to sink

about five Inches Into the ground, an-
cordlng to a Farmington Hills paliue
report,

@ KITCHEN FIRES

Klitchen flres In two Farminglon
Hills resldences caused nearly
$50,000 in damage Oct. 14, according
to Farmington Hills Fire Depact-
ment reports.

Damage was estimated at $45,000
when cooking materials Ignlted,
causing a kitchen fire In a house on
Quakertown,

Damage was estimated at $2,700
when cooklng materlals ignlited,
causing a kltchen flre in a house on
Farmington Road.
® DAMAGE REPORTER

Listed below are some of the dam-
age reports flled with local police.
agencies during the past week:

Damage was estlmated at $120 -
when BBs were fired through a plo-.
ture window of a house on Nine Mile
Oct. 513,

Damage was cstimated at $300
when a pleture window was broken
at Spaltinl's, 29104 Orchard Lake,
Oct. 10.

Damage was estimated at $1,000
when someone tried to steal a 1986
Mercury Cougar {from Garden Court
Apariments Qct. 15-16.

Damage was L‘stlmaled at $150
when someone threw a cinder block
through a door at Jonna's Fine Wine,
24225 Halsted, Oct, 16.

Damage was estimated at §60 was
somcone blew up a mallbox on Av-
crhill Oct. 16. T

Damage was estimated at $300
when an unknown fluld was spllled -
on a car trunk at BelAire Lanes on
Orchard Lake Road Oct. 15.

Damage was estlmated at $150
when the windshield of a Ford Mus-
tang traveling In frent of TJ Maxx,
33049 Grand River, was struck with
a pipe Oct. 16.

@ THEFTS REPORTED ;

Listed below are some of the -
thefts reported to local police agen- .
cies durlng the past week:

A 1987 Ford Escort valued at  *
$9,000 was reported stolen from -
Tom Holzer Ford, 39300 10 Mile, .
QOct. 8-16. .

A bumper and a grille valued at
$§175 were reported stolen from a
car parked at Hillel Day School,
32200 Mlddlebelt, Oct. 14-15.
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One school official feels the
Farmington district is progressive
compared with comments made in
a recent U.S. Department of Edu-
cation report on clementary cur-
riculum.

“Usually, peoplc have already
been moving in that direction,”
said assistant superintendent Jud-
ith White, who coordinates currlcu-
lum and staff development for
Farmington Public Schools. “Those
(reports) are usually gencrated
from (information) from the field.”

The B3-page report, by Sccretary
aof Education Willlam Bennett, is tl-
tled “First Lessons: A Report on
Elementary Education in Ameri-
ca.” It calls for major eurrleulum
reform In Amerlcan elementary
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Official reacts to report

for the way schoals teach social | -
studles and the natural sciences. B

With the forming of a staff de-
velopment and currleulum depart-
ment In Farmington, the distrlct
has already started to treat both as
%ey areas, \White sald.

“You have to look at them simul-
taneously,” she said.

Farmington s reviewing the en-
tire currlculum from kindergarten
through grade 12, and is focusing
on the reading program throughout
the grade levels, she added.

The Farmingten Publle Schoals
is also continuing its sclence pro-
gram. which stresses natural scl-
ences {n the fourth and fIfih grades.

White also advocates “more ace
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