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Farmingtonboys |

face finalhurdle:
bring titie home

By Chris McConky
staff writer

Don’t look now, but Farmington
High School is on the verge of win-
ning its first state championship in
any sport.

Jerry Young's powerhouse boys
cross country team won the Class &
reglonal at Ann Arbor's Buhr Park
last Saturday and will be one of
three teams favored (o win the state
meet Saturday at Flint's Brookline
Golf Course,

“Milford Lakeland, Swartz Creck,
us and maybe Ann Arbor Pioncer
wlll all be in the hunt,” said Young
on Monday.

Farmingten's all-Amerlea runner
Chrls Inch Is a bit more precise: “I
we run like we did at the reglonal,
we will win it.”

‘Young saw a potential state cham-
-plonship team in the making two
years ago. He had two extremely
talented sophomores in Chris Inch
and Al Stebbins. Barring injury or
attitude maladjustment, bie had him-
self two perennlal front-runners.
Next step was to plece together a
supporting cast — a group of dedl-
cated individuals willing to sacrifice
personal glory for the sake of team
depth. And finally, should an unex-
pected clement enter the pleture —
say a talented transter from Nebras-
ka — make room for him.

And there you have it, a state
champlonship contender. Let's tak.
a closer look at the components of
this 1986 Farmingion cross country
team.

LEADERS OF THE PACK

Inch and Stebbins have been bat-
tling cach other for four years. As a
result of thelr personal competition,
bath have become rccogaized among
the top runners In the country. Both
earned all-Amerlea status as juniors
A year ago.

This year, Inch has emerged as the
undisputed leader while Stebbins has
battled a stomach Injury all season.

“From a team dpolnt, losing

won all our meets,” sald Inch. “But
for Al's sake, it was terrible, I'm just
really glad he's coming back nov:,
Vs perfect Uming.”

Whlle Inch won the regional race
in 15:43 Saturday, Stebbins finlshed a
fourth with 2 16:09,

Inch, though, Is in a diffibult posl-
tion. His talent s such that people
take his winning for granted. Often
Young has sald, “I don’t worry about
Chrls. I know where he'll be at the
end. It's the others that I'm con-
cerned with.”

Sald Inch: “Yeah, tocre's a lot of
pressure. People at school more or
less expect me to win. But that is
somcthing that goes with the territo-
ry. When I was a freshman, I was
low man on the pole. Now that I'm
up there, I've got to take It. T have to
be able to handle the pressure. It
doesn’t bug me. Not at all.”

Said Young: “Chris has a great at-
titude. If you are going to beat Chris,
you are golng to have (o work awful-
1y hard, He's that way about a lot of
things. He doesn't take no for 2n an-
swer. His attitiede Is that no onc s
golng to run by him withrat 2 battle.
He has tremendous selt-canfldence.”

Aslde from helping the tcam win
Saturday, Inch will be embroiled ina
serious Individual battle. Todd Wil-
llams of Monroe, last year's state
champ, and Anihoney Hamm of
Fiint Northern will be with Inch step
for stcp Saturday.

“I wlll not settle for anything less
than third place,” Inch said. "Getting
first will be awfully tough. I kind of
fec) llke I'm sceded No. 2. Anything
lower than third and I'll be disap-
pointed. I know 1 have to run hard,
This is the biggest meet of the year
and I don’t want to look ttke a choke

1,
“Put It this way, if I don't win, the
team sure better.”

THE TRANSFER
Brandon London appeared on the

Farmington cross country scene like
an answer to Jerry Young's wildest

Al dign't really hurt us because we

The road was far {rom smooth but
it took the Farmington Hills Mercy
basketball team where it wanted to

go.

With a thrilling come-from-behind
§2-50 win against Harper Woods Re-
gina, coupled with Marian's surprls-
ing 48-46 win against Ladywood, the
Marlins are in a superior position to
clatm the Catholle League Central
Divislon championship.

Mercy needs only to defeat Blshop
Gallagher Thursday to claim the
title. Marian and Mercy have equal
7-2 league records, but Mercy has
outscored Martan In the teams’ two
head-to-head matehups.

Tuesday night's game was symbol-
le of Mercy's struggle this season.

Mercy tralled Regina by 10 points
late in the third quarter. Two long-
range baskets by Yvette Maison and
another by Jan Herberholz pulled
the Martlns withln striklng range.

With two minutes teft in the game,
and Merey down by three, Reglna
went into a delay game. A steal and
a basket by Margaret DeMattia and
a hasket off an offensive rebound by
Jennifer Slosar helped bring the
Marlins to within onc.

With 50 scconds left, Patty Chapp
— who had been inscrted into the
lineup strictly for defenslve pure
poses — came up with a steal and
{ed DeMattla for a layup that gave
Merey o 49-48 lead,

After a Regina miss, Maria Dletz
— who was inserted Into the lineup
in place of Chapp for her offensive
skills — was fouled and made one of
two [ree throws. Later, Malson sank
two more frec throws to put Mercy
up 52-48. Reglna scored its final
hoop with three scconds left.

It was Mercy's sixth censecutlve
win after losing two of its flrst three
league games.

“We were real pleased with our
win tonight,” Mercy coach La:
Baker said. “We came out flat and
didn't shoot particularly well in the
firat half, But the glrls played an ex-
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girls
basketball

tremely smart game when they got
behind. They didn’t panic and were
very patient with the ball. It was a
good win. Regina plays us very
tough n our gym.”

Last year Mercy beat Regina on
Margaret DeMattin’s put-back shot
at the buzzer.

Mercy (11-4 overall) got 15 polnts
from both Herberholz and DeMattla
and 13 from Malson. Slosar chip)
in with 15 rcbounds. Merey is stlll
without the scrvices of injured start-
er Adrienne Clark. Baker said her
stalus ls “day lo day" and he expects
her back before next week's Catholle
League playoifs.

Reglna (5-4 In the league, 9-6 over-
all) had three players score 10
points.

W.L. CENTRAL 62, N. FARM-
INGTON 42: Not unlike the flrst
meeting between these two Western
Lakes Lakes Division teams, Walled
Lake Central came storming out of
the gates to a 15-8 lead. It never
looked back.

Pam Fitzgerald led the Vikings
with 14 polnts and 11 rebounds. Leah
Vilsides added 13 polnts, Central s
13-3 overall and 10-3 In the league.

Jenny Basford scored 11 polnis to
pace North (6-7 In the league, 7-9
overall). Suzi Butcher added 10
points and seven rebounds. Renee
Flshell scored slx.

CHURCHILL 52, HARRISON 21:
Playing without starters Lesley De-
vine {ankle injury) and Kris Wald-
mann (thumb injury), Farmington
Harrlson faced a lough assignment
Tuesday,

T
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BILL BRESLER/atalf photographor

Jennifer Kiel led the Farmington girls team to a state-qualify-
ing third-ptace finish at Saturday's Class A reglonal meet in
Ann Arbor. She set a school record with a time of 12:40.

Persistence pays
Mercy zeros in on division title

Julle Scruggs (9) and Tracy
Greenwald (8) combined for 17
points to lcad Churchill (8-5 in the
league, 9-5 overall). *

The winless Hawks got nine points
from Laura Bisiorek and six {rom
Tracey Radke.

SALEM 79, FARMINGTON 17:
Four Plymeuth Salem players, led
by Dena Head's 24, combined for 64
polnts Tuesday.

The Rocks (130 In the Western
Lakes, 15-1 overall) led 26-0 after a
quarter and 33-6 at the haif,

Stacy Swanderski led Farmington
with seven polnts. The Falcons fall
to 1-12 In the leaguc and 1-15 on the
season,

RANDY DORST/a1ait photographor

Renee Fiahell acored six
polnts in North Farmington's
loss Tuceday.
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Nowadays,
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN'" on Cellular Car
Telephones. So who really offers you the
best deal?

Next stop:
state meet

By Chris McCoaky
stalf writer

All scason long, the Farmington
boys cross country team has had to
endure the burden of being {avored
to win, That can get awfully heavy.

But true to thelr form, the Falcons
carrled that burden to a Class A re-
glonal champlonshlp Saturday at
Ann Arbor’s Buhr Park, The Falcons
amasscd 52 points to nip host Ann
Arbor Pioncer (5B). Adrlan placed
third with 146 points. The top theee
teams advance to the Class A state
meet Saturday al Brookline GoM
Course In Flint,

The storyllne was a blt dlffercnt
for the Farmington glrls team. De-
splte belng ranked No, 1 in Observer-
Jand all seasen, the Lady Faleons
were golng to have to seratch and
claw to qualify for state. Of the 18
teams running at Buhr Park, slx had
been ranked among the staie's top
10.

But the Falcons came through,
placing third behind Ann Arbor Plo-
ncer (61) and Ann Arbor Huron (74).
The Falcons totaled 117 points, 30
fewer than South Lyon and Howell,
the fourth and fifth place teams.

crosscountry

HOW TOUGII was the Ann Arbor
reglonal? Ask Plymouth Salem glrls
coach John Gravlin:

“We had slx girls run under 22
minutes, cach one was a personal
best time. And we came In seventh.
We dldn’t even come close. IL was
unbelleveable.”

Farmington coach John Barrett
agreed.

“There’s no doubt thls was the
toughest regional in the state. That
was the lople of conversation out
there and a lot of the coaches were
commentlng that it wasn't fair, And
it's not, I don't know how to remedy
the problem, but something has to be
done,"” he sald.

‘The boys race wasn't exactly de-
void of talent, either.

“We kncw Ann Arbor Ploneer
would be tough because they were
state-ranked,” sald Farmington boys
coach Jerry Young. “Still, we flg-
ured i we ran our best — and we did
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Hawk runners qualify

Livonia Ladywood and Farming-
ton Harrison were the big winners at
the Class B reglonal cross country
meet Saturday at Marshbank Park.

Ladywood and Harrison placed 1-2
in the girls race, while the Harrlson
boys teok third. All three teams will
compete in the Class B state meet
Saturday hosted by Chelsea.

Ladywood, which scored 24 points
to Harrison's 53, was paced by Jan-
ine Kloc. Ktoc was the individual
winner In the girls race with a 20:20
clocking. Harrison’s Jenny Anderson
placed second (21:08).

Harrison got a fifth-place {Inish
from Edye Fleischer (22:22) and a
13th {from Almee Jarvenpa (24:35).

“We're Just tickled pink,” sald

Harrison coach John Schumacher.
“We knew the guys' race would be
between six teams and that it would
be close. In the glrls race we figured
the competltlon wasn't going to be as
stitf as It had been In previous
years.”

It's the first time a Harrison cross
couniry team, boys or glrls, has
quallfled for state.

CENTER LINE WON the boys
race with 64 points. University af
Detroit High was second (71) and
Harrison third (107).

Chris Hart led the Hawks' con-
tingent placing sixth in 17:35. Jeff
Barringer placed 14th (18:00) and
Dave Foss 25th (18:21),

DON’T BE FOOLED BY
LOW LOSS-LEADER PRICES...

everybody
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At MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS, you'll
find the latest, top-of-the-line Cellular Car
Phones at prices that are comparable to
most of those other guy's deals; but, after
the price, you get more with us. Full service
performed right in our Southfield location
by professionals.
everything you need to use your phone the
day we Install it. And don't forget, we carry
only the latest in Cellular Car Phones. Like
the GENERAL ELECTRIC 2500 CARFONE
featuring HANDS-FREE operation.

warrantles, and

For a limited time only, the discriminating
Cellular Car Phone buyer can enjoy the GE
2500 for Just
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per month «\O‘ .3?:"
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