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"AYBE WE EXPECTED
toc much. Really, We
thought this new guy, this

Jack Roberts,, would be
as compasslonate and open-minded
as his credentials suggested.

After all, he was associated with
the Fellowship of Christlan Athletes,
He seemed a perfect cholce 1o suc-
ceed Vern Norrls as the Michigan
High School Athlctic Assoclation's
executive dlrector, R -

Norrls often dodged blame. “I only
carry out the rules,” he'd say. Other
times he just wouldn't talk about
evenls that might tarnish the
MHSAA’s image. ,
" Roberts seemed to be from a dif-
ferent mold, He'd listen. He'd care.

Or so we thought. C

PEOPLE ASSOCIATED with
‘Troy football know differently. Rob-
erts has done a number on them. He

congratulated them for helping him -

enforce the rules, Then he turned
those rules agalnst them. =~ ~
‘That'’s the emotional side of the Is-
sue. The factual slde Is just as fore-
boding. Roberts Is atltempting to

hotst the MHSAA’s rules above the

aw,
Can |t be 50?7 Can any man be ar-
rogant enough to believe his law
takes precedence, ‘is - actually
mightier than those governed by our
fudlcial system? 4 " X
Apparcently 20, And caught smacl
in the middle of this mess is Troy's
football team. Robert's MHSAA is
attempting to transform the unbeat-

Ocelots eye tourney

The preliminary stulf is over for
Schooleraft College’s women's
soccer team. Now comes, prepara-
tlon for the sccond season — the one
the Lady Ocelots have been anllel-
pating since Augus®,

Even then, coach Ed Dudek kaew
that, with no other juntor cellege
squads to challenge SC reglonally,
the team was almost assured of a
berth In the cight-team NICAA tour-
nament at Mercer CC In Trenton,
N.Y., Nov. 20-30. A successful regu-
lar season would clinch it.

The Lady Occlots completed the
first part of thelr plan by shutting
out both Central Michigan and Pur-
due Jast weckend at SC, Against
CMU Saturday, Sherl Wolfe drilled

strong overall game enabled the
Lady Ocelots to turn back Purdue 3-
0 Sunday.

“Things are looking pretty good at
the moment," sald Dudek. “We're
still having a little trouble scoring
gdals, But I'd be very shocked if we
dldn’t get a bld."

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT of
bids will be made next week. SC was
ranked {lfth in the NJCAA before its
wins last weckend, a rating it at
least should malntain, .

Indeed, Dudek was hoping to move
up a notch and get an autownatic
seeding for the tourney, The top four
teams are seeded by committee;

O & C.J.
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en Colts into sacrificial lambs,
Here's what's happened, In Aug-

ust, Ryan O’Rourke went out for
Troy's team., O'Rourke, 2 junior, had

tr rom Bir|
Brother Rice. MHSAA rules stipu-
late that any transfer who changes
schools without changlng school dis-
tricts must sit out a scmester.

Troy principal Al Meloy told the
O'Rourkes just that. They asked
Meloy to petition the MHSAA for a
walver of the rule, Meloy refused. So
they sued him, the Troy school dls-
trict and the MHSAA.

OAKLAND COUNTY Circuit
Court Judge Fred Mester Hstencd to
arguments from both sides on Sept.
3. He Issued a temporary restraining
order and scheduled a full evidentl-
ary hearing a week later. In the
meantime, Mester sald O'Rourke
would be consldered eliglble under
the rules of the MHSAA for inter-
scholastlc competition.

That's what Meloy told Troy coach
Jefl Keller, In Troy's opening game,
2 29-6 rout of Clawson Sept. 5, Keller

empticd his bench, Everyone played
= including O'Rourke.

The next week, Mester ruled in fa-
vor of the MHSAA, Troy High School
and Meloy. O'Rourke was incliglble.
“We never, ever, cver cven consld-
cred this kid belng eliglble,” sald
Meloy.

The MHSAA expressed its thanks
to Meloy, who could have wrltten the
pelition the O'Rourkes asked for and
dumped the cntire matter into the
MHSAA’s laps, in a letter.

t week — five weeks after
Mester’s rullng — Meloy got another
letter {rom the MHSAA, once again
slgned by Roberts, This one brought
different tidings, Roberts ruled the
opening game must be forfelted by
Troy because O'Rourke played.

AT STAKE Is a state playofl
berth. Meloy was dumbfounded.
Mectings were held and a heating
was scheduled before Mester last
Wednesday, Mester, too, was
dismayed by the MHSAA’s callous
handting of the mattér, He cnlleg '}.

formed such a penally exlsted when
he Issued his restralning order, That
was (he basis for hls overturning the
MHSAA's rullng, An appeal is now
pending. 4

Why dld Keller play O'Rourke if a
forfelt was possible? “We were told
that if we didn’t use him, we could be
held in contempt of court,” sald
Keller.

Meloy agrees. “What would the
community and parcnts of this kid
have said If all 47 other players had
played and he didn't?" Not to men-
tion how the courts might have
viewed It

THE DILEMMA was clcar; What
were Mcloy and Kelier to do, obey
the Jaw or the MHSAA?

Fred Sible, assistant director for
the MHSAA, doubted any such penal-
ty would have been leveled agalnst
Troy's coaches If they hadn't used
O'Rourke, Of course, Sible wasn't the
one facing contempt charges,

So O'Rourke played. All of iwo
quarters. And pow a team that has

an
and ruled no penalty can be enforced
by the MHSAA agalnst Troy.

At issuc here Is the MHSAA's Reg-
ulatlon Ne, 5. In essensc, It stales
that any school that uses a player
found (o be incligible — whether fie
was used under a court’s restrainlng
order or not — may forfelt that

game.
Moster said Le was never In.

all sorts of 1

the loss of 12 starters to graduatlon,
the shuffling of five quarierbacks In
and out of the lineup, (he Insertlon of
new faces at each skiil positlon — to
compile an 80 record — I8 receiving
recognition as a cheat.

“What really bothers me is, If we
were 0-8, what kind of notarlely
would thls get?” Keller demanded.

director throws Troy a curve

“It comes. out' sounding llke
{O'Rourke) has made all the differ.
ence In our scason and he's played
two quartcrs of football, We don't
need this kind of stuff.” -

THE ENTIRE cpisode borders g
comedy. Meloy has asked himse)
time and again the same question
since the entire mess started — |y
common sense prevailing?

Not where the MHSAA |s cop.
cerned. Remember, Troy and Meloy
were Its co-defendents when this
started. Mcloy was trying to lollow
the rules. He and Keller operated by
the bock.

They made Just one mistake: They
thought a court order should ‘be
obeyed. They believed court de|.
slons superceded MHSAA law, Rob.
erts and his cohorts are trylng 1o
make them pay for that error,

Good job, King Roberts. You're
seiting a fine example for the youth
of our state. In one swoop, you've
taken football off the playlng field
and made It a couriroom sport;
you've shown that compasslon and
falrness can't interfere with rule ep.
forcement; and you've taken to new
heights the MHSAA'S unwavering b
Nef that any problem must be mold.
ed to fit the rules — no exceptions
allowed.

And to think, you've only just be.
gun,
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